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Ecclesiology - A Study Of The Church
Dr. Ronnie Wolfe - Beginning January 24, 2016 Sunday
Lesson One - The Origin Of The Church
Text: Matthew 16:18
I. THE TIME OF THE ORIGIN OF THE CHURCH
A. In The Mind Of God, Before The World Began
1. Eph. 3:2-3 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is
given me to you-ward: 3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the
mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,
a. A dispensation of the grace of God was given to Paul
b. Paul’s call to preach was a direct revelation from God
c. Paul was given the revelation of a mystery, which was preached in “other
ages,” 5
B. The Physical Origin Of The Church
1. Meaning of the word church.
a. The Greek word is ekklesia, and the basic, clear meaning of the word is
assembly, a group of people who are assembled or who are able to assemble
as a body together.
b. All English Bibles up until the translation of the Geneva Bible all translated
this word ekklesia as assembly or congregation. So, the first use of the word
church to translate ekklesia was in the Geneva Bible.
(1)
The date of the first complete translation of the Geneva Bible was in
1560.
(2)
This Bible was used by William Shakespeare, Oliver Cromwell, John
Knox, and John Bunyan.
(3)
The Geneva Bible was one of the Bibles that was brought to America
on the Mayflower.
(4)
This Bible preceded the King James Bible by 51 years.
(5)
More than 80% of this translation was actually taken from the earlier
English Bible translated by William Tyndale. Myles Coverdale’s
work was also included in the Geneva Bible.
(6)
There are new versions of the Geneva Bible with updated spellings,
etc. They are not very popular at this time.
c. Different usages of the word ekklesia in the Bible.
(1)
Applied to Israel in the wilderness, Acts 7:38
(2)
Non-Christian assemblies: Acts 19:32, 39, 41(translated assembly
here).
(3)
The Glory Church in Eph. 5:27.
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(4)

Institutional sense: Matt. 16:18 “I will build my church” does not
mean one physical, visible, universal church but speak of the church
as an institution, as “the school is a great institution” or as “the dog
is man’s best friend.” We do not believe there is one universal dog or
one universal school, but we understand it in the institutional, or
generic sense.
2. The first mention of church in the New Testament - Matt. 16:18
a. Thayers Greek English Lexicon of the New Testament says: “...some
interpreters regard the distinction (generally observed in classic Greek)
between petra, the massive living rock, and petros, a detached but large
fragment, as important for the correct understanding of this passage...” (Sub
voce, Petra.)
(1)
Petra - A huge, imbedded rock upon which one could build a house
“built his house upon a rock” (Matt. 7:24). Jesus was Petra. 1 Cor.
10:4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that
spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock (Petra) was
Christ.
(a) The Greek word petra is used 15 times in the New Testament, and in
every case it has reference to Jesus Christ.
(2)
Petros - A much smaller rock, which may be more easily moved and
used for various purposes. Petros was Peter. John 1:42 And he
brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art
Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by
interpretation, A stone. (Petros)
C. The Beginning Of The Church
1. The word ekklesia in its basic form includes the idea of a “calling out;”
therefore, I believe that the beginning of the church can be understood from the
calling out disciples and calling them to himself.
2. John the Baptist had baptized some people (we do not know how many) when
Jesus was baptized. After Jesus’ Father in heaven proclaimed his approval upon
his Son, Jesus had accreditation from God the Father to be the head of Jesus’
church.
3. The church began at Jesus’ baptism, as John’s disciples became Jesus’ disciples
to follow Jesus. That is the reason that John said in John 3:30 He must
increase, but I must decrease.
4. Later Jesus chose 12 disciples among the many to be the primary workers in the
Lord’s church. He called them apostles.
a. Luke 6:12-13 And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a
mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. 13 And when
it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve,
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whom also he named apostles;
5. These 12 were not first in number but first (or primary) in importance
concerning the work the churches had to do. The apostles had great authority
and power from God to do great signs and wonders. These are called signs on
an apostle (2 Cor. 12:12).
a. 1 Cor. 12:28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles,
secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of
healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.
6. Various Views Of Beginning Of The Church
a. From the time of Adam and Eve
b. From the time of Moses and the nation Israel – Presbyterians
c. On Day of Pentecost – Pentecostals and even many Baptists
(1)
Church existed before Pentecost
(a) Baptism was before Pentecost – John 4:1-2 When therefore the Lord
knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized
more disciples than John, 2 (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but
his disciples,)
(b)
Lord’s Supper before Pentecost – Matt. 26:26-27 And as they
were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and
gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. 27
And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, Drink ye all of it;
(c) Jesus sang in the church before Pentecost – Heb. 2:12 Saying, I will
declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I
sing praise unto thee. (See Matt. 26:30 “. .. And they sang a hymn)
(d)
Church discipline exercised before Pentecost – Matt. 18:17 And if
he shall neglect to hear them, tell [it] unto the church: but if he
neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen
man and a publican.
(e) 3,000 added to the church on Day of Pentecost – Acts 2:41 Then they
that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there
were added unto them about three thousand souls.
D. Pentecost And The Church
1. Pentecost affirmed and verified that his kind of church would be his chosen
house of witness from the beginning of its existence to the end of the age.
2. Pentecost was the same kind of affirmation given to both the tabernacle and
temple of the Old Testament.
a. Tabernacle – Exodus 40:33-35 And he reared up the court round about the
tabernacle and the altar, and set up the hanging of the court gate. So Moses
finished the work. 34 Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation,
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and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not
able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode
thereon, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
b. Temple – 2 Chron. 5:13-14 It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and
singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and
thanking the LORD; and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets
and cymbals and instruments of musick, and praised the LORD, saying, For
he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: that then the house was filled
with a cloud, even the house of the LORD; 14 So that the priests could not
stand to minister by reason of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had
filled the house of God.
3. Glory in the church
a. The Promise – Matt 3:11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance:
but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy
to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:
b. The Prophecy – Joel 2:28-29 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will
pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see
visions: 29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those
days will I pour out my spirit.
c. Eph 3:21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all
ages, world without end. Amen.
4. Pentecost repeated for the Gentiles two other times
a. Samaria – Acts 8:14-17 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem
heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them
Peter and John: 15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them,
that they might receive the Holy Ghost: 16 (For as yet he was fallen upon
none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) 17
Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.
b. Cornelius’ House – Acts 10:44-47 While Peter yet spake these words, the
Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 45 And they of the
circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter,
because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.
46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then
answered Peter, 47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be
baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?
c. These three incidents correspond to the commission of witness in Acts 1:8
But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
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II. THE PERSON OF THE ORIGIN OF THE CHURCH – 1-31-2016
A. The Church Not Founded Just By Any Mortal Man
1. If a person can trace the origin of his church back to a man, that would be
enough to show that the church is not the Lord’s church; it is a man’s church.
2. If any mortal man were equipped to begin a church, it would be the apostle
Paul.
a. Paul is the one who suffered for the church more than any other man.
b. It was Paul who labored more than any other man for the church of the
Lord.
c. Matt. 7:26-27 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth
them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon
the sand: 27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.
B. The Church Not Founded By The whole group of Apostles.
1. Ephesians 2:20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;
a. Roman Catholicism and some Protestants believe in apostolic succession,
that the church was perpetuated by the succession of apostles from the time
of Christ unto our own day.
b. If that is true, then who are apostles today? 2 Cor. 11:13-14 (false apostles).
C. The Church Not Founded By The Holy Spirit
1. Those who believe the church was started on the Day of Pentecost must believe
that the Holy Spirit is the one who started it.
2. But the Lord said that it is “my church” (Matt. 16:18).
D. Now Let Us Notice The Founders Of Denominational Churches
1. Catholic
590
Rome
Gregory The Great
2. Lutheran
1520
Germany
Martin Luther
3. Episcopal
1534
England
Henry The Eighth
4. Presbyterian
1536
Switzerland
John Calvin
5. Congregational 1540
England
Robert Brown
6. Methodist
1740
England
John Wesley
7. Campbellite
1827
America
Alexander Campbell
8. Mormon
1830
America
Joseph Smith
9. Christ. Science 1879
America
Mary Baker Eddy
E. True churches, those we are today called Baptist, have no human origin, but the
Head is Jesus Christ, who is both human and divine. The church originated in the
public ministry of our Lord, probably at the calling of his apostles in Luke 6.
F. Jesus is Head over the church, not in the church, as we will detail later.
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III.

THE BUILDING OF THE CHURCH FROM THE ORIGIN
A. The Church Did Not Evolve
1. Some say the church evolved from one state of existence to another as time
went on.
2. The church did not evolve, perhaps becoming something or changing because
of a need within
B. The Church Was Built Up
1. The churches of the Lord grew as God gave doctrine to the apostles, and they
gave it to the churches.
2. There were never any contradictions from earlier times, no transforming from
one kind to another, but the churches have always been the same in kind.
3. Only growing doctrine and prompted good works, love, and prayers were
added to the churches to make a complete, or a mature, church.
4. 1 Cor. 14:12 Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek
that ye may excel to the edifying of the church.
5. Built up in love – Eph. 4:16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual
working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the
edifying of itself in love.
C. This Growth Includes Perpetuity Of the Churches of the Lord
1. This means, in other words, that the church “would continue until the end of
the age.”
2. See Matthew 16:18, where “world” is the Greek word AION and means “age.”
3. This promise is directed, not to one individual church, but to the churches of
the Lord as to kind or as an institution.
4. In other words, Jesus’ kind of church will perpetuate unto the end of this age.
5. How can we tell that Jesus’ kind of church has perpetuated through the ages?
a. Because Roman Catholicism still has churches that object to their theology;
thus, they have what they call heretics, or dissenting churches.
b. Because Jesus promised in Matthew 16:18 that it would perpetuate.
c. W. Lee Rector states this: “He speaks of the First Church as an institution,
living on and on in other churches throughout the ages, each of which finds
its roots in the First Church.”
6. Where is that kind of church today?
a. Roy Mason says there only two doctrines that identify the true church today,
and they are
(1)
The way of salvation, and
(2)
The way of baptism.
“The two ideas, a pure church of believers and the baptism of believers
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only, were the fundamental articles of the Baptist creed.” Christian,
Baptist History.
b. If these two are correct, then the church is correct in kind.
c. Only churches known as Baptist today have both of these correct.
(1)
Many have the way of salvation correct, but their baptism is wrong.
(2)
So, baptism is the one doctrine that differentiates Baptists from many
others.
d. However, we do not trace our heritage by the name Baptist, because the
churches of the Lord have not always been called Baptist. The name Baptist
came into existence sometime in the 17th century.
e. The true churches of God were called by many names, and we shall name
several of them later in our study.
7. Losing a church’s candlestick
a. The Lord’s kind of church will continue until the end of this age.
b. But churches that do not remain faithful will lose their candlestick.
c. Luke 11:33 No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth [it] in a secret
place, neither under a bushel, but on a candlestick, that they which come in
may see the light.
d. Rev. 2:5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and
do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.
e. So individual churches may die out, some go out from us because they are
‘not of us’; some die because of a decline in population in a certain area;
some may die from persecution, etc.
f. But the same kind of church will exist somewhere in the world, and that
kind of church will go on and on until Jesus comes again.
g. 1Tim. 4:13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to
doctrine.
h. Rev. 2:25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.
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Ecclesiology - A Study Of The Church
Dr. Ronnie Wolfe – Pastor, First Baptist Church, Harrison, Ohio
February 7, 2016
Lesson 2 – The Nature Of The Church
1 Corinthians 14:20-23
I. A CHURCH IS AN ASSEMBLY
A. We have already dealt with this in pretty much detail, but let us add a few thought.
B. Ideas about the nature of the church:
1. Any assembly that has a religious atmosphere.
2. A state that has a religious side to it.
3. All professors of religion in a given area.
4. A denomination
5. An assembly that helps to correct social ills.
6. The total of all believers around the world.
7. “A local assembly of professing believers who have been scripturally baptized,
and who have entered into a covenant with one another to do God’s will.”
(Davis Huckabee)
C. Wisdom is learned by the churches – Eph. 3:10-11 To the intent that now unto the
principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the
manifold wisdom of God, 11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed
in Christ Jesus our Lord:
1. This is the reason that we need to study this subject.
2. Many think this study is boring or hard to follow or to understand, but
Ecclesiology is extremely important to Baptist churches, especially in our day.
3. The church is known in Scripture as a “mystery.” – Eph 3:3 How that by
revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words
4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of
Christ),
4. But being a mystery does not mean that it is unknown. It was hidden from the
beginning, but it has been revealed in the last days.
D. The State Church
1. In the state church, everyone who is born in that state is baptized by the clergy;
therefore, each citizen of that country becomes a member of the church (the
state church).
2. Therefore, infant baptism has been instituted to bring children into a legal
position in the state, not by free will but by force.
3. So a member of the state church is a member until he is no longer a citizen of
that country, or state.
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4. If he denies his citizenship, then he is to be considered in the “synagogue of
Satan” and is rejected as a Christian.
5. Some believe that infant baptism (pedobaptism) has taken the place of
circumcision, but circumcision belonged to a nation as a nation, the Jewish
nation, but baptism is an ordinance of the church of Jesus Christ.
6. The idea, then, that a church can develop an alliance with the state is wrong. A
recognition of this is the reason that we have what is many times called in our
country “The Separation Of Church And State,” which disallows a state to
establish a religion and to hinder the free-will worship, or the free exercise of
religion.
7. Matt 22:21 They say unto him, Caesar’s. Then saith he unto them, Render
therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God the things
that are God’s.
E. Denominational Churches
1. “A Christian Church, therefore, is not a confederation of local congregations,
under some one general head, whether that be a person, as bishop, patriarch, or
pope; or under some system of government, as presbytery, synod, conference,
or assembly. It is not an ecclesiastical system, extending over a wide area of
country, claiming the right of control over all of similar faith within such
territory. Such, at least, is far from the New Testament idea of a Church.”—E.
T. Hiscox, The New Directory for Baptist Churches, pp. 35-36.
F. We Must Show The Difference Between Family, Kingdom, and Church of God.
1. Family of God – The Family of God includes all of the children of God in
heaven and on earth.
2. Kingdom of God – The Kingdom of God includes all of the saved on earth at
any given time.
3. Church of God – an assembly or congregation (visible and local) of baptized
believers in some given locality, e. g., the church of God at Corinth. – (1 Cor.
1:2).
II. A CHURCH IS AN ASSEMBLY OF SCRIPTURALLY BAPTIZED BELIEVERS
A. Pedobaptists (baby baptizers, many Protestants) do not believe this.
B. They believe that a baby is to be baptized to bring him into a covenant with the
church.
C. But how can a baby believe? By proxy?
III.

A CHURCH IS A DIVINE INSTITUTION
A. E. T. Hiscox says, “The Christian Church is the only divinely organized society
among men. It was instituted for a purpose by Christ, who gave to it laws, and an
economy of methods and order by which to accomplish its sacred mission, and
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who still retains headship and kingship over it. A Church is the ‘Society of Jesus’
in a truer and better sense than [Ignatius] Loyola knew when founding the order of
Jesuits.”—New Directory For Baptist Churches, p. 445.
B. The Church Has A Divine Founder – Jesus Christ – Matt 16:18 And I say also unto
thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it.
C. The Church Has A Divine Foundation – Eph. 2:20 And are built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief
corner stone;
D. The Church Has a Divine Builder – Eph 2:20 – It is being built, not built by
yourselves.

E. The Church Has a Divine Teacher, Guide, and Comforter – This is the Holy Spirit
–
1. John 14:16-18 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth;
whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him:
but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 18 I will not
leave you comfortless: I will come to you.
2. John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
F. The Church Has Divine Material –
1. Born-again sinners. – 1 John 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear,
we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.
G. The Church Has A Divine Mission And Commission
1. Our mission is to preach to the whole world – Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth.
2. Our Comission is to disciple, baptize, and teach each disciple – Matt. 28:19-20
a. Go And Teach – Go ye therefore, and teach [Disciple] all nations,
b. Baptize – baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: 20
c. Teach – Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
3. Our mission is to edify, exhort, and comfort our own church – 1 Cor. 14:3 But
he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and
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comfort.
H. The Church Has A Divine Message
1. This message is the Bible, the word of God
a. 2 Tim. 3:16-17 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works.
b. 2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.
IV.

THE CHURCH IS AN AUTHORITATIVE ASSEMBLY
A. This subject involves the sovereignty, the autonomy, and the independence of the
Lord’s churches.
When State Conventions were first proposed, it was by many who
believed—and of these I freely confess myself to have been
one—that through them we might establish a general Baptist
organization. If the churches sent delegates to the Association, the
Association sent delegates to the State Convention, and the State
Convention sent delegates to the General Convention of the Baptists
of the United States, or to the Triennial Convention then existing, it
would seem that all this might easily have been accomplished. I now
rejoice exceedingly that the whole plan failed, and that it failed
through the sturdy common sense of the masses of our
brethren.—(Francis Wayland – Notes On The Principles And
Practices Of Baptist Churches, pp. 183-184).
B. Having these three things is a great responsibility:
“Is there any earthly, ecclesiastical authority superior to that of a
local church? In the New Testament there is no appearance of any
ecclesiastical body above a church, to which the local church is
amenable. Each church is supreme in its own jurisdiction, subject
only to Christ.” (H. G. Weston, Ecclesiology, pp. 73-74, in E. H.
Johnson’s Outline Of Systematic Theology–Huckabee).
C. We find the authority of the church exercised in – Matt 18:17 And if he shall
neglect to hear them, tell [it] unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church,
let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.
D. Bro. Berlin Hisel preached a message here in this pulpit several years ago entitled
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The Most Important House In Harrison, meaning, of course, the church.
V. THE CHURCH IS A MILITANT AND MISSIONARY ASSEMBLY
A. What do we mean by militant? “When we apply it to Christianity, the term means a
readiness and willingness to fight the fight of faith; aggressiveness; . . . in the
church; to serve as a soldier of the faith.” (Davis Huckabee).
B. Militant and Missionary meaning:
1. Not to be lukewarm – Rev. 3:16
2. It means to “take up your cross” and follow Christ – Matt. 16:24
3. It means not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of
some is – Heb. 10:25.
4. It means to expect persecution – Mark 10:30 – “houses, mothers, sisters,
brothers, and children, with persecutions . . .” (See Phil. 1:29).
5. To make our faith known – 1 Thess. 1:8
VI.

CONCLUSION
A. Many of our own churches do not meet the marks of being militant and
missionary.
B. May we as the Lord’s churches be strong and willing to take up our crosses and
follow the Master wherever He may lead and to be faithful to the end – Rev/ 2:10
Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some
of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.
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Ecclesiology - A Study Of The Church
Dr. Ronnie Wolfe – Pastor, First Baptist Church, Harrison, Ohio
February 7, 2016
Lesson 3 – The Government Of The Church
Text: 3 John 1:9-10 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who
loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not. 10
Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth,
prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith,
neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them
that would, and casteth them out of the church.
I. CHURCH GOVERNMENT IN THE BEGINNING
A. Some think there was no church government in the beginning
1. 1 Cor. 14:40 Let all things be done decently and in order. Hence we may infer
that the regulation of this was, in some measure, to be accommodated to the
time and left to the wisdom and prudence of the chief rulers, both of the state
and of the church.—Ecclesiastical History, Cent. 1, part II, chap. 2, para. V.
B. However, Mosheim said later, I think correctly,
1. “In those early times, every Christian church consisted of the people, their
leaders, and the ministers or deacons; and these, indeed, belong essentially to
every religious society. The people were, undoubtedly, the first in authority; . . .
.”
C. Paul the Apostle stated in 1 Cor. 14:40 Let all things be done decently and in
order.
D. Government must be based upon sound doctrine.
1. E. H. Johnson in his Systematic Theology states this: “A given theology and a
given polity are rarely dissociated. The external constitution of a church is the
fruit and exponent of its inner principle of belief, while the outward form and
constitution of a church, its worship and discipline, its offices, its ritual, react
with great force on its inner life and on the doctrine which it teaches.’ A
scheme of doctrine leads to a cognate theory of the church . . . .”
E. So, it isn’t just the authority of the people but the authority of the people in the
church based upon the word of God, or the doctrine of the Bible that church
government is based upon.
II. FOUR PRINCIPLES, OR KINDS, OF CHURCH GOVERNMENT
A. The Papal Form of Government
1. Authority was originally given to Peter, the head of the church, and that
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authority has been passed down through generations successors, who are called
Vicars of Christ.
2. But Peter actually denies this kind of church government in 1 Peter 5:1 The
elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of
the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:
3. Peter also denies it in 1 Peter 5:3 Neither as being lords over God’s heritage,
but being ensamples to the flock.
4. There is a condemnation in Rev. 2:2 of those who would pass themselves off as
apostles, but they were “false apostles.”
5. See also 2 Cor. 11:12-13 But what I do, that I will do, that I may cut off
occasion from them which desire occasion; that wherein they glory, they may
be found even as we. 13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers,
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.
B. Episcopal Form of Government: In this form of government one church may have
authority over another church or other churches, or this could be called “pastor
rule.”
1. It was not until the end of the second century (100's) that Victor, Bishop of
Rome, excommunicated (or excluded) churches from Asia who would not
celebrate Easter on the same day that Rome said they should.
2. When Paul had the “care of all the churches” (2 Cor. 11:28), it was the care of
teaching them the word of God and strengthening them in doctrine and lifting
them up in love and service.
3. This is popular in many churches today, but it gives room for pride in
preachers, authority that a preacher does not have scripturally.
4. Pastors may be overseers in their own churches, they do not have authority over
other churches or pastors.
5. Titus 1:5 is used sometimes to prove this kind of church government. It says,
For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things
that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee:
a. This was simply an organizational maneuver to get churches on track for
doing things decently and in order.
6. A. H. Strong makes a good statement in his Systematic Theology when he says,
“It should be the ambition of the pastor not ‘to run the church,’ but to teach the
church intelligently and Scripturally to manage its own affairs.”
C. Presbyterian Form of Government
1. “This form of church government is that in which the authority resides in a
presbytery, or a council of elders” (Huckabee).
2. “. . . the authority is entirely in the hands of the clergy, and in
congregationalism it is entirely in the hands of the lay people, in
presbyterianism the governing is by a council of elders, but the laity are
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allowed a voice in some of the church matters (Huckabee).
3. This is very popular today and is becoming more popular by the day. Even
some Baptists are taking up this type of government in their churches.
4. This form of church government is not found in the New Testament in any
church, and this form of church government was not found anywhere in any
kind of church until the third and fourth centuries after Christ.
5. “The action of the presbytery in the New Testament is advisory only”
(Hukabee).
D. Congregational Form of Government
1. “The New Testament knows but one form of church government, and that is
the simple congregational form. It is evident that all the New Testament
churches were independent, local, self-governing bodies, from the action of
which there was no appeal. These churches were small democracies complete
in themselves. They were vested with executive powers but not with legislative
powers.”—W. D. Nowlin, Fundamentals of the Faith, p. 116.
2. Government power, then, is in the hands of the people of each local church.
3. Congregational authority is implied in the election of of Mathias to replace
Judas: “... and the lot fell upon Mathias ...” Acts 1:26.
4. Notice these Scriptures:
a. Acts 15:22 Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church,
to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and
Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among
the brethren:
b. 1 Cor. 14:23 If therefore the whole church be come together into one place,
and all speak with tongues, and there come in those that are unlearned, or
unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad?
5. It is interesting to note that this congregational form of government was
borrowed from Baptists to set up the government of the United States.
6. “The Baptists, who were outnumbered by none of the religious bodies except
the Congregationalists, and who had felt themselves especially aggrieved, at
once bestirred themselves in Massachusetts and Virginia to secure the repeal of
obnoxious restrictions. A Baptist committee laid their complaints before the
Massachusetts delegates in the first Continental Congress at Philadelphia. The
support which the Baptists lent to the patriotic cause, and the proclamation of
human rights which was made on every hand, won a hearing for their demands,
and rendered them, after tedious delays, successful. In Virginia, Patrick Henry,
Jefferson, and Madison enlisted in their favor.—History of the Christian
Church, p. 560.
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Ecclesiology - A Study Of The Church
Dr. Ronnie Wolfe – Pastor, First Baptist Church, Harrison, Ohio
February 14, 2016
Lesson 4 – The Officers Of The Church
Phil. 1:1 Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ,
to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi,
with the bishops and deacons:
I. THREE DIVISIONS IN EVERY CHURCH, Phil. 1:1
A. First There Are The Saints
1. Called to be saints – Rom. 1:7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to
be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus
Christ.
2. Intercession for the saints – Rom. 8:27 And he that searcheth the hearts
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the
saints according to the will of God.
3. A church is made up of saints – 1 Cor. 14:33 For God is not the author of
confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.
B. Then There Are Bishops (who are also saints)
1. The Greek word for Bishop is EPISKOPOS, which means superintendent,
elder, or overseer.
2. Another word used interchangeably for Bishop is Elder. The Greek word is
PRESBUTEROS, and means “one who presides over a group, in our case, a
church.
3. Bishops, or Elders are ordained in the churches – Titus 1:5 For this cause left I
thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and
ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee:
4. An ordination is not a giving of any power to a person the authority to do the
job of Bishop or Elder.
5. This ordination can be done only by a local church.
6. The man who is called of God to this office has a desire for it – 1 Tim. 3:1 This
is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.
7. If God gives that man the desire for the office of Bishop, he surely will also
give him the ability to perform that office – Phil. 2:13 For it is God which
worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
8. The office of Bishop or Elder is a very serious one. For that reason there is an
admonishment in 1 Tim. 5:22 Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be
partaker of other men’s sins: keep thyself pure.
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9. The laying on of hands, though no absolutely necessary, is nonetheless an
expression of approval and indeed an encouragement to the candidate.
10.
Presbyteries are not necessary, either, but again it is an expression of love
and approval by many and an encouragement to the candidate.
11.
Hands were put upon Timothy, most likely at the beginning of his ministry
– 1 Tim. 4:14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by
prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery.
12.
Hands were laid upon Saul, after his conversion, by Ananias, not for him to
become an apostle, because apostleship is not had by laying on of hands,
but rather to approve Saul as a minister, a servant of Jesus Christ. Notice 2
Tim. 1:11 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a
teacher of the Gentiles.
13.
Hands were laid upon Saul later in Acts 13:1-3 Now there were in the
church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas,
and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen,
which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they
ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 3 And
when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent
them away.
14.
This was an ordination or approval for the work of a missionary, to travel
afar and preach the Gospel to the Gentiles.
15.
A. H. Strong in his Systematic Theology says that “Ordination recognizes
him as set apart to the work of preaching and administering ordinances, in
some particular church or in some designated field of labor, as
representative of the church.”
16.
The office of Bishop has been abused by high churches, dividing the office
into ministries of different levels, which the New Testament does not allow.
17.
This is one of the reasons we do not use the word Bishop to name our
preachers today, because it has been divided into different levels of ministry
by names of various offices: arch bishop, bishop, priest, deacon, etc.
18.
A Bishop is to flock and feed the sheep in the ecclesia, the church. They are
set in the church for that reason.
19.
A Bishop is also to tend the sheep and to fend off the wolves who would
come in and deceive the sheep, wolves in sheep clothing, to do harm to the
sheep.
20.
I may also mention that there was, no doubt, a plurality of elders in the early
churches, and some now have more than one pastor.
21.
We must, however, resist the temptation to put these elders in a church in
the capacity of rulers over the church, making decisions without the consent
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of the entire church. These ruling elders are a new invention in our own day
and time.
22.
Elders are also called ministers, preachers, evangelists
23.
The word minister is in one scripture translated from the Greek word
huperetes, which means “an under-rower or subordinate” such as John
Mark (Acts 13:5).
24.
Requirements of a Bishop or Elder
a. Desire the office
b. Unblameable
c. Husband of one wife
d. Vigilant
e. Sober
f. Of good behavior
g. Given to hospitality
h. Apt to teach
i. Not given to wine
j. No striker
k. Patient
l. Not a brawler
m. Not covetous
n. Ruleth his house well, having his children in obedience
o. Not a notice
p. Of good report of them that are without
25.
The list continues in Titus 1:7 and 11)
a. Self willed
b. Not soon angry
c. Not given to filthy lucre
d. A lover of good men
e. Just
f. Holy
g. Temperate
h. Holding fast the faithful word
i. Ensamples (or examples) to the flock
j. Given over to the word of God – 1 Tim. 4:15-16
k. Endure hardness as a soldier of Christ – 2 Tim. 2:3
C. Then There Are Deacons
1. Chosen due to disorder in the church, Acts 6
2. “For all practical ends, we had as well be without deacons as to have those who
are ignorant, incompetent, or unfaithful. They are not only useless, but
positively hurtful to the churches. They cannot but inflict the most serious
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injuries.”—The Deaconship, p. 61.
3. Requirements (1 Tim. 3:8-13)
a. Honest report
b. Full of Holy Ghost
c. Full of wisdom
d. Grave
e. Not double-tongued
f. Not given to much wine
g. Not greedy of filthy lucre
h. Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience
i. Must be first proved
j. Husband of one wife
k. Ruling children and houses well
4. Stephen and Philip were both deacons, and they both preached. Some today
would call them “lay preachers.”
5. Deacons can also baptize and administer the Lord’s Supper. Actually any
appointed member of a church may administer ordinances if necessary, but I
believe it is good rapport for ordained men to do these if possible.
6. A deacon is a helper to lighten the pastor’s load, or to assist the pastor in any
necessary function.
7. The first church had seven deacons, but there is no requirement in Scripture
that every church needs seven deacons. The first church had around 10,000
members when these seven deacons were chosen.
a. That would mean that each deacon would be serving 1,429 people.
b. We have one deacon, and we will not really need two deacons until this one
serves 1,429 people. I don’t suppose that will happen for a little while.
II. THE NEED FOR OFFICERS IN A CHURCH
A. To do all things decently and in order – 1 Cor. 14:40 Let all things be done
decently and in order.
B. Acts 15:2 ff -- When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and
disputation with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other
of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this
question.
C. Acts 15:4 And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the
church, and of the apostles and elders, and they declared all things that God had
done with them.
D. Acts 15:6 And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this matter.
E. Acts 15:22 Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send
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F.

G.
H.
I.

chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely,
Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren:
Acts 15:23 And they wrote letters by them after this manner; The apostles and
elders and brethren send greeting unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in
Antioch and Syria and Cilicia:
Elders and Deacons many times represent the church in planning and discussion of
events and of problems that arise with the building and other things.
And, of course, the preaching of the truths of Scripture to correct, encourage,
challenge, and comfort the people of God in the local church.
Everyone who is saved should be a part of a local church of Jesus Christ.
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Ecclesiology - A Study Of The Church
Dr. Ronnie Wolfe – Pastor, First Baptist Church, Harrison, Ohio
February 21, 2016
Lesson 5 – The Ordinances - Baptism

I. THE SCRIPTURAL SUBJECT
A. The order of the Great Commission is to: (1) make disciples, (2) baptize them, and
(3) teach them all things . . . (Matt. 28:18-20)
B. Baptism is a work of righteousness (Matt. 3:15), so a person must be righteous
before he can fulfill his righteousness in obedience to God.
C. Therefore, infants cannot be baptized.
D. Circumcision is not a type of baptism by which type baptism replaced
circumcision. If that were the case, we must ask, “Why did Paul circumcise
Timothy?” (Acts 16:3)
E. We must also consider the fact that baptism has no saving power. To prove this we
have an abundance of Scriptures that teach us that we saved by faith alone: John
3:16; Titus 3:5; Eph. 2:8-10, etc.
F. We also have Scripture to show us that baptism is a “like figure” (1 Peter 3:20-21).
G. Then we must contend with the Scripture in Acts 22:16, which says in part
“baptism doth now also save us.” – Paul had already called upon the name of the
Lord and says later in his writings, “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved” Rom. 10:13. He was baptized three days after he called upon
the name of the Lord. He was saved first, then baptized.
II. THE SCRIPTURAL MODE
A. Meaning of the Word Baptizo (Greek)
1. Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament
2. Liddell and Scott Abridged Greek lexicon
3. Harper’s Analytical Greek Lexicon
4. Robinson’s Greek Lexicon of the New Testament
5. Constantinus, (1592): "The act of dyeing, that is, of plunging."
a. All of these, along with a ton of other scholars, agree that the word baptizo
means to dip under, plunge, or some like word, such as drown or dip.
6. W. M. Devins, who wrote “Alien Baptism And The Baptists” said that John T.
Christian, the Baptist historian, wrote to many scholars of England and
America and asked them what the meaning was of the word baptizo.
a. Prof. W. S. Tyler, Amherst College said: "I do not know of any good
lexicon which gives sprinkling as a rendering of baptizo."
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b. A. H. Strong, in his Systematic Theology, quotes from one professor and
says: Prof. Goodwin of Harvard University also adds the weight of his
testimony when he says:
The classical meaning of baptizo, which seldom occurs, and of the more
common bapto, is dip (literally or metaphorically), and I never heard of its
having any other meaning anywhere. Certainly I never saw a lexicon which
gives either sprinkle or pour, as meaning of either. I must be allowed to ask
why I am so often asked this question, which seems to me to have but one
perfectly plain answer.—Quoted in A. H. Strong, Systematic Theology, p:
933.
7. Many of these scholars were non-Baptist scholars.
a. Martin Luther (Founder of the Lutheran church). On the Sacrament of
Baptism: "First, the name baptism is Greek; in Latin" it can be rendered
immersion, when we immerse any thing into water, that it may be all
covered with water. And although that custom has now grown out of use
with most persons (nor do they wholly submerge children, but only pour on
a little water), yet they ought to be entirely immersed, and immediately
drawn out. For this the etymology of the name seems to demand."
8. So, through all of what is called Christian history the word baptizo, or our word
baptism always means to dip under, to plunge beneath, to immerse.
B. Testimonies of Baptistries
1. John The Baptist’s Baptistry – J. R. Graves in his John’s Baptism book quotes
W. A. White as saying concerning the location where John the Baptist was
baptizing at Aenon (John 3:23) “If the bold prophet had searched the whole
country, from Dan to Beersheba, he could have found no place more suitable to
administer that sacred rite which so beautifully sets forth the death, burial and
resurrection of our Lord.”
2. Baptists could not build fancy baptistries in their early days, but many large and
beautiful Catholic baptistries were built in the time of Constantine. One is said
to be 60 feet in circumference and about three feet deep with steps leading
down to it from the floor above. This indicates that in that time people were
immersed.
3. Hope, Historical Essay on Architecture, p. 115, says that the early Christians
"Always practiced baptism by immersion, and out of the church (edifice);
consequently they wanted a building for the purpose of baptism, as much as for
that of worship."
4. So it is important to know that baptism is immersion, a complete submerging of
a person under water, and that immersion is practically important to be done in
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every Baptist church, since the putting of a person under water is emblematic,
or a picture of, our death in Christ – Romans 6:4 Therefore we are buried with
him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by
the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
III.

THE SCRIPTURAL PURPOSE
A. A Symbol To Show Forth The Gospel
1. E. T. Hiscox observes:
What was baptism intended to represent and teach? As an outward rite, it
must be a type, or sign, of some religious truth, or spiritual fact, meant to be
taught or enforced by its observance. And the form of the rite,
and the manner of its administration, must be such as
properly to express its design and meaning. If the form
be so changed that its symbolic force is lost, and its
design no longer seen in its administration, then,
manifestly, it is no longer baptism in form or fact; its
teachings are not understood, and its chief purpose
fails ...The design of Baptism was to show the death of
Christ for our offences, and His resurrection for
justification. Thus, in the two acts the immersion
signifies burial, and the emersion signifies
resurrection.—New Directory For Baptist Churches,
pp. 425, 463.
B. Davis Huckabee in his book on Studies On Church Truth says,
In departing from the scriptural design, men of necessity, then began to
depart from the scriptural pattern as concerned the subject as well. For
when they began to baptize in order to save, they began to baptize those
who were unsaved. Thus, it only took one generation of such subjects to
constitute an unscriptural administrator, for where there is corrupted
baptism, there is, of necessity, also a corrupt church, and a corrupt church
cannot administer scriptural baptism.
C. R. B. C. Howell says,
"By baptism," says the Roman Catholic, "our sins are remitted and
pardoned, and we are joined and knit to Christ, as members of the head."
"By baptism," says the Episcopalian, "we are regenerated and made
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members of Christ, the children of God, and heirs of the kingdom of God,
cleansed from the defilements of the flesh, and God doth seal, confirm, and
make over to us, all the benefits of the death of Christ." "By baptism," says
the Methodist, "we, who are by nature, the children of wrath, are made the
children of God, are regenerated and born again." And "by baptism," says
the Disciple, "we are regenerated, pardoned, justified, reconciled, adopted,
and saved."
D. Some in these denominations do not believe this, but they are written in their
denomination’s creeds and declarations of faith.
E. To Show A Connection or Relationship
1. Matthew 28:18-20 – Again the Great Commission shows a connection of a
believer to the Trinity of God, being baptized in the name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost.
2. 1 Corinthians 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all
made to drink into one Spirit.
a. This shows the believer’s connection or relationship with a local church, the
“one body” here.
b. When you are baptized, you show a relationship and a commitment to
Christ and to His church, a local church.
c. Galatians 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have
put on Christ.
d. When you are baptized, you put on Christ as a shield and a buckler. You
commit your life to service in a battle – Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places.
e. Acts 2:41-42 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and
the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. 42
And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and
in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
IV.

THE SCRIPTURAL ADMINISTRATOR
A. Baptism Is A Church Ordinance
1. We find only two Scriptural church ordinances. They are Baptism and The
Lord’s Supper.
2. Many free-lance evangelists today are going about preaching the Gospel and
baptizing people on their own.
3. No human being on earth today has the authority to baptize any other human
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being on earth today.
4. Protestant churches originated with a personal, individual founder in one way
or another, so there is no church authority there. That is why we call their
baptism alien baptism.
5. W. M. Nevins says, “It was not the mode of baptism that was the point of
controversy. Those who opposed the Anabaptists immersed as did the
Anabaptists. The controversy arose because the Anabaptists would not accept
as valid the immersion administered by these heretical sects, saying they had no
authority to baptize, and insisted on immersing the second time all that came to
them from these heretical sects. Whereupon, these heretical sects were made
angry, dubbed them Anabaptists (rebaptizers) and held some church councils
about the matter.”
B. No Pastor Has Authority To Baptize
1. Your pastor or any other pastor does not have independent authority to baptize
people. That authority is in the church.
2. Ordained men are expected to conduct baptism, because it is with the order of
the church for officers (pastors and deacons) to function as keepers of the order
of the ordinances, to recognize them as such so as not to belittle their office or
reduce them to a lower status than God has given them.

The Baptist Confession of Faith of 1643 says, “The person designated by
Christ to dispense baptism, the Scripture holds forth to be a disciple, it
being nowhere tied to a peculiar Church officer, or person extraordinarily
sent, the commission enjoining the administration being given to them as
considered disciples, being men able to preach the Gospel.”
A. H. Strong, in his Systematic Theology, says, “It is evident that although
the pastor administers the ordinances, this is not his main work, nor is the
church absolutely dependent upon him in the matter. He is not set, like an
O. T. priest, to minister at the altar, but to preach the gospel. In an
emergency any other member appointed by the church may administer them
with equal propriety, the church always determining who are fit subjects of
the ordinances, and constituting him their organ is administering them. Any
other view is based on sacramental notions, and on ideas of apostolic
succession.”
A. M. Nevins, in his Alien Baptism And The Baptists says, “Christ built His
church, committed to it the ordinances, and since that day the authority to
baptize and to administer the Lord’s Supper resides in the church that Jesus
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built, not in any priest or preacher on the face of the earth, but in the
church. Unless one’s baptism has that authority, it is not scriptural
baptism.”
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Ecclesiology - A Study Of The Church
Dr. Ronnie Wolfe – Pastor, First Baptist Church, Harrison, Ohio
February 28, 2016
Lesson 6 – The Ordinances - Lord’s Supper
I. NAME AND ORDER OF THIS ORDINANCE
A. The Name Of This Ordinance
1. The communion of the body and blood of Christ (1 Cor. 10:16)
2. The Lord’s Table (I Cor. 10:21)
3. The body and blood of Christ (Matt. 26:26, 28)
4. Catholic and other churches call it the Eucharist
a. The word Eucharist literally means “a good grace.”
b. The implication is that this sacrament is a “means of grace,” or a thing that
brings grace to the participant.
c. We do not believe that The Lord’s Supper is a sacrament or that it is a
“good grace.”
B. The Order Of This Ordinance
1. “This ordinance is second both in order of institution and in order of
observance.”
2. In other words, baptism must come first, then The Lord’s Supper.
3. Baptism was instituted first, the Lord’s Supper second, and that is the order in
which it is to be observed.
4. Concerning these two ordinances, John Gill said, "The one is preparatory to the
other; and he that has right to the one has a right to the other; and none but such
who have submitted to the former, ought to be admitted to the latter."—Body
of Divinity, p. 915
5. No unbaptized person in Scripture ever observed The Lord’s Supper.
II. THE ORDINANCE CONSIDERED NEGATIVELY
A. Just as this ordinance is the second in order of institution and observance, so it is
second in its abuse.
B. Just as baptism has been abused, so has this ordinance of Communion.
C. Rome considered Communion (or Eucharist) to be a life-giving sacrament.
1. Council of Trent, Session VIII, On Sacraments In General, Canon IV, as
follows: “If any saith that the sacraments of the New Testament are not
necessary to salvation, but are superfluous, and that without them, and without
the desire thereof, men attain to God, through faith alone, the grace of
justification...let him be anathema (accursed)."
2. So, Rome puts a curse upon anyone who believes in salvation by faith alone.
30

3. Rome has seven (7) Sacraments. They are: Baptism, Confirmation, Holy
Communion, Confession, Marriage, Holy Orders (continuation of the
priesthood), Anointing of the Sick (Extreme Unction).
4. Transubstantiation – That the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper are turned
into the literal body and blood of the Lord, and thus eating his literal body and
drinking his literal blood brings spiritual life, or sustains spiritual life.
5. In Galatians 4:24-25 Paul says, “Agar is Mount Sinai in Arabia,” yet we do not
believe that Agar is literally Mount Sinai but represents Mount Sinai.
6. Thus, in Matthew 26:26 we find the words “this is my body” means “this
represents my body.”
7. Some use John 6:57 to show that the bread in the Lord’s Supper is literal: As
the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me,
even he shall live by me. However, the Lord’s Supper had not been instituted at
this time.
8. Also, John 6:47 teaches salvation by faith alone: Verily, verily, I say unto you,
He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.
9. (Priest) for the bread says, “Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through
your goodness we have this bread to offer, which earth has given and human
hands have made.”
10.
(Priest) “By the mystery of this water and wine may we come to share in the
divinity of Christ, who humbled himself to share in our humanity. Blessed
are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this
wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become
our spiritual drink.”
D. Consubstantiation
1. This teaching is no better than Transubstantiation. It teaches that the bread and
wine in the Lord’s Supper are changed into the “spirit” of the Lord’s body and
blood, though the literal bread and wine are still present, not changed.
2. Consubstantiation is taught mainly by the Lutheran Church, while
Transubstantiation is taught mainly by the Catholic Church.
E. Infants Once Included But Now Excluded
1. Both the Roman and Greek Catholic Church used to include infants in the
sacrament of Eucharist, but now, because the infants mostly refused it, they do
not include infants.
2. This is inconsistent; for, if the children can receive baptism, by which they
receive grace, why can they not now receive the Eucharist, by which they also
may receive grace?
F. Only Priests Drink The Wine
1. It was thought that, since the whole Christ is in either one of the two elements
(bread or wine), that it was not necessary for the laity (the people) to partake of
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both elements; so in the 15th century it was taught that only the priests should
drink the wine. Only the bread would be given to the laity until after Vatican II
in 1965.
2. After Vatican II softened some of the more strict rules of the Catholic Church,
both wine and bread are now (especially in the west) given to the laity.
G. Negatives Among Baptist
1. Open Communion (or Inter-communion, or free communion) – Includes the
sharing of communion with all denominations who desire to take it.
a. This view is based upon the Universal Church view of Ecclesiology, which
means that all believers are members of the Big Church, the Universal
Church, the True Church.
b. A Universal Church is mostly called a Monstrosity by most Baptists,
because it does not and cannot exist practically.
c. Waller says in his History of Communion, “A free-communion Baptist is, in
spirit and feeling, no Baptist at all. He not only discards whatever makes us
Baptists, but he cannot get along without misrepresenting our system, and
making it palpable to every one that he cherishes for us a feeling of
contempt, and loves all others better than those whose name he bears, and
to whose association he affects to belong.”
d. A. H. Strong – “Open communion must be justified, if at all, on one of four
grounds: First, that baptism is not prerequisite to communion. But this is
opposed to the belief and practice of all churches. Second, that immersion
on profession of faith is not essential to baptism. But this is renouncing
Baptist principles altogether. Thirdly, that the individual, and not the
church, is to be the judge of his qualification. But this is contrary to sound
reason, and fatal to the ends for which the church is instituted. For, if the
conscience of the individual is to be the rule of the action of the church in
regard to his admission to the Lord’s Supper, why not also with regard to
his regeneration, his doctrinal belief, and his obedience to Christ’s
commands generally? Fourthly, that the church has no responsibility in
regard to the qualifications of those who come to her communion. But this
is abandoning the principle of the independence of the churches, and their
accountableness to Christ, and it overthrows all church
doctrine.”—Systematic Theology, p. 980.
e. Baptism is essential before Communion; so, if a person’s baptism is faulty
according to our previous study, then Communion cannot follow a faulty
baptism; it is invalid.
f. Others demand open communion and for Baptists to participate in it but that
only diminishes the doctrines of Baptists and actually destroys Baptists
altogether if it is allowed to be persuaded upon Baptists.
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g. “In England, all of the Baptist churches which adopted open communion
have become little more than Protestant churches, and have departed from
historic Baptist beliefs, though some of them have retained the name of
Baptist.” Davis Huckabee
III.

WHAT IS COMMUNION?
A. First, It Is a Church Ordinance
1. Just like Baptism, Communion is a church ordinance,
a. “When ye come together in the church” (1 Cor. 11:18)
b. It is to be observed in church capacity, local church capacity.
c. The church at Corinth was a local church.
d. Hiscox says, “Strictly speaking, however, the privileges of a Church are
coextensive with the authority of a Church. A right to the communion,
therefore, is limited to those over whom the Church exercises the right of
discipline; that is, its own members . . .”
e. He also says, “Since the Supper is distinctively a Church ordinance, it is to
be observed by churches only, and not by individuals, even though Church
members; neither in private places, nor in sickrooms, nor on social
occasions . . .”
B. Second, It Is A Communion Into (or concerning) the Body and Blood of Christ
1. 1 Corinthians 10:16 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the
communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the
communion of the body of Christ?
2. And though the supper intimates a communion between believers in a local
church, that is not its primary purpose. It is Communion because of its
connection with the body and blood of Christ.

IV.

REQUIREMENTS FOR OBSERVING THE SUPPER
A. Scriptural Subject
1. Not only should the taking of the supper be judged by the church itself but also
by each individual believer in the church as members – 1 Cor. 11:27-29
Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord,
unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 28 But let a man
examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 29
For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to
himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.
2. We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle
(Heb. 13:10)
3. Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be
partaker of the Lord’s table, and the table of devils (1 Cor. 10:21).
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4. The Lord waited unto the lost man, Judas, left the room before he instituted
The Lord’s Supper (John 13:30; Matt. 26:26).
5. Baptism 1 Cor. 12:12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all
the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.
a. Neander, Cave, Bingham, Baxter, Doddridge, Schaff, Coleman all verify in
their writings that Baptism must precede Communion.
6. An Orderly Walk In the Faith
a. John 1:34-35 – A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one
another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love
one to another.
b. 2 Thess. 3:6 – That ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh
disorderly . . .
c. See also 1 Cor. 5:12-13
d. The church must exercise discipline on those who refuse to obey the order
of the church, not hearing the church – Matt. 18:15-17 Moreover if thy
brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee
and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 16 But
if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the
mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 17 And if
he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to
hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.
7. No one is worthy to partake of the supper, so to partake of the supper
“unworthily” means to take it for the wrong reason, etc.
8. When the Lord said “drink ye all of it,” he means for all the disciples to drink
of it, not that they are to drink the whole drink but that the whole body of the
church were to drink it.
B. Its Purpose
1. 1 Corinthians 11:24-26 – For I received of the Lord that which also I delivered
unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took
bread: And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said Take, eat: this is
my body which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. After the same
manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new
testament in my blood: this do ye, as often as ye drink it, in remembrance of
me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s
death till he come.
2. Four Purposes (as set forth by Davis Huckabee in his book) – 1 Cor. 11:25-26
a. To obey the Lord’s command – “this do ye” – He that hath my
commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me..." John 14:21.
b. To Remember the Lord – “In remembrance of me” – We are to look back,
then, on the many things that Jesus has done to fulfill the righteousness of
34

the Gospel, his love for us, his redemption, his death, burial, and
resurrection, and even his second coming, as we shall see.
c. To Show forth the Lord’s death – 11:26 – The Greek word for shew is
translated ten times as “preach.” So, when we partake of the Lord’s Supper,
we as a church are preaching the word of God concerning the Lord’s death.
d. To Prophesy of His coming again – 11:26 – “till he come.” This reminds us
that Jesus is coming again, that his body and blood was not just for
yesterday, the past, but it is for today and for tomorrow and clear up until he
comes back to take us home to heaven.
C. Proper Administrator
1. Only a New Testament church has the authority to administer the supper.
2. This has been amply shown in the previous discussions.
3. It is not a Christian ordinance or sacrament; it is a church ordinance.
4. Notice 1 Cor. 11:17-18 Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you not,
that ye come together not for the better, but for the worse. 18 For first of all,
when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions among you;
and I partly believe it.
5. 1 Cor. 11:20 When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not [or “ye
cannot] eat the Lord’s supper.
D. Proper Mode
1. It is symbolic. It shows forth Christ’s death.
2. The Bread
a. Should be unleavened bread to show forth Christ’s perfect life – 2 Cor 5:21
For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in him.
b. Broken to show forth Christ broken body on the cross – 1 Cor 11:24 And
when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body,
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.
3. The Cup
a. The only words used to identify the cup is “the fruit of the vine.”
b. It is needless, then, to discuss whether the drink in the cup was grape juice
or wine. We all have our opinions.
c. “Fruit of the vine” is the only symbolism needed.
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Ecclesiology - A Study Of The Church
Dr. Ronnie Wolfe – Pastor, First Baptist Church, Harrison, Ohio
March 13, 2016
Lesson 7 – Church Membership
I. INTRODUCTION
A. Billy Sunday said, “People don’t go to church like they used to, and they never
did.”
B. This shows the progression, sadly the normal progression of church membership.
1. When first saved, a person seems to be excited about church membership and
desires to let everyone know that he has been saved and has joined with the
church.
2. Sometimes it is not long until that person draws back into the world through the
sway of the world on every person and becomes complacent at least and
disgruntled at most.
C. Many churches today do all they can to get as many members as possible, but then
they neglect to teach the members of their duties as members. We will handle that
in our next message, Lord willing.
D. Then, once a person has become a member, he will never again be a non-member.
Once I pastored a church and at the beginning wanted to know how many members
were in the church. The church clerk said a number, and I don’t remember it; it
was huge. There were only about 50-60 attending. I asked him where they all were,
and he said he did not know.
E. As we looked at the names on the church roll, I found that many of them had died,
and they were still considered members of the church. He said to me, “Oh, we
never take any names off the church roll.
F. So, later we will also be considering church discipline.
G. Some people move away and never move their membership to another church.
H. Some simply quit coming, and no followup is done, and they remain on the roll.
I. Whether good or bad, we have a policy here at the church that, if a person is not
here for six months for no reason, he will be contacted; and, if that person is not
willing to correct any problem, then he is put on a “non-active” membership roll.
That means they have no rights as a member but may return to the membership of
the church upon repentance of their wrong.
II. CHURCH MEMBERSHIP IN ITS ESSENCE
A. First-time Member Of A Church
B. “By this is meant membership in the first scriptural church of which a person is a
member.” (Davis Huckabee)
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C. We know, of course, that membership in a church has absolutely nothing to do
with salvation, so we are not speaking here of joining a church to become a
Christian.
D. Here are some ways a person may become a member of a true church:
1. By Salvation and Baptism – Upon a genuine experience through repentance
and faith in Jesus Christ, his death, burial, and resurrection, a person may
present himself for scriptural baptism, and after baptism shall become a
member in full fellowship.
a. 1 Cor. 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether
[we be] Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all
made to drink into one Spirit.
b. Of course, church membership is completely voluntary.
c. No church can make laws regarding an individual except those laws which
Christ has authorized the church to teach.
d. Mt 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen.
e. And even then, any individual who does desire to remain under this
teaching of the church is free to be dismissed from it.
2. By Transfer of Letter – If a member of a church moves to a different location
and desires to go to another church of like faith and order, the church to which
he desires membership may request a letter of recommendation for a member to
change churches.
a. 2 Cor. 3:1 Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or need we, as some
others, epistles of commendation to you, or letters of commendation from
you?
b. Rom. 16:1 I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the
church which is at Cenchrea:
c. Also, a member may be received into this church by recommendation from
another church of like faith and order.
3. From Another Denomination – If a member of a church of a different
denomination requests membership of this church, that person must submit to
Baptist baptism, since baptism is what distinguishes us from others.
a. When changing a denomination, one is reclassifying himself or reidentifying himself.
b. Most churches today do not require this, but many still do.
c. A change in doctrine demands a different baptism, since baptism is an
association with certain doctrine.
4. By Statement of Faith and Baptism – If a person is coming from a church of
like faith and order that has disbanded and there is no way of receiving a letter
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from that church, then a person may be received by a statement of faith that
they were a member and that the church is of like faith and order.
E. God Receives Glory In The Church
1. Eph 3:21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages,
world without end. Amen.
2. So, everyone who is saved is to be baptized into a local church and serve the
Lord in and through that church in order to bring Him glory.
3. Luke 7:30 But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against
themselves, being not baptized of him.
4. So, by not being baptized, the Pharisees rejected the counsel of God.
F. A Person Is Received Into A Church By Church Vote (Authority)
1. Rom. 14:1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful
disputations.
2. Matthew 18:17-18 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church:
but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and
a publican. 18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall
be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.
3. 2 Cor. 7:2 Receive us; we have wronged no man, we have corrupted no man,
we have defrauded no man. This indicates that, if a person has done a wrong,
he cannot be received into the membership of a church.
4. “It is an impossibility for a church to possess the power of exclusion from its
ranks, unless it also possesses the power of acceptance into its ranks.” (Davis
Huckabee)

III.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP IN ITS EXTENSION
A. Times are when a membership of a church must be discontinued.
B. By letter – Especially in our modern age when travel is so easy and fast, it is of
necessity that there be a way for true churches to honor membership among
themselves.
1. Phebe was recommended to the Roman church, as we have already read in
Romans 16:1.
2. A letter was written to a church in the house of Philemon concerning a slave
man who had been rejected. The letter was to the church, though it may have
been addressed to Philemon. Verse 2 says, “the church in thy house,” so the
letter was to the whole church.
3. “The one difference between this letter of recommendation and those of today
is that this one was written by an apostle, and not by a church. But this one who
sent this had "the care of all the churches" committed unto him (2 Cor. 11:28),
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and consequently, had the authority to do such things. However, with the death
of the last apostle, the churches became the highest religious authorities on
earth.” (Davis Huckabee)
4. See also Acts 18:27.
5. Some churches give letters “in hand” to carry to another church. This does not
seem to be scriptural or at least not a good idea.
a. I know a preacher who has his grandmother’s “church letter” in a frame
hanging on the wall. I don’t know if she did not use it, or if the church gave
it back to her after she showed it to them.
6. The letter explained the kind of church the person was coming from and the
only kind of church that the letter was good for. I had never seen one until
then.
7. Sometimes these “in hand” letters are used, but they usually have a certain
time in which it can be used
8. Baptist church letters are not granted to churches which are not of like faith
and order. If we do that, we lose our identity as Baptists and should remove
the name Baptist from our name.
9. If a Baptist church member joins a church that is not of the same faith and
order, then he must assume and recognize that he has no membership in the
Baptist church from where he came.
10.
The other church, though, should have the Christian courtesy to contact
the former church and let them know the person has become a member
of their church.
11.
Letters are necessary in order to allow the receiving church to know
whether a member is in good standing with the former church or
whether he actually has been disciplines (or excluded) from that church.
12.
2 Cor. 2:6-8 Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was
inflicted of many. 7 So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him,
and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with
overmuch sorrow. 8 Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm
your love toward him.
a. This is a case of a disciplined member who has been restored back into a
church.
C. By Disbanding
1. If a church must disband, sometimes members of the church hand carry a
letter that expires in, say, six months to give the people the opportunity to
find another church.
2. If a member of a disbanding church knows soon enough, he may find
another church and move to that church by letter before the church actually
disbands; or this can be done by statement, also.
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D. By Church Discipline
1. 3 John 1:9-10 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have
the preeminence among them, receiveth us not. 10 Wherefore, if I come, I
will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious
words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the
brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the
church.
2. Romans 16:17 to the Roman church: Now I beseech you, brethren, mark
them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye
have learned; and avoid them.
3. 2 Thess. 3:14 to the Thessalonian church: And if any man obey not our
word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he
may be ashamed.
E. On Inactive Member Roll
1. We do this for non-attendant members for a period of six months, but we
are not strict to the six months–we probably should be.
2. I try to contact the people and see what the problem is and deal with the
problem if possible.
F. By Death
1. Upon death, a member, though kept on the records of the church, is marked
“Deceased” so we will know that the person is no longer a member of the
church.
2. We have a list of about 1,600 people who have come into and gone out of
this church; but they are not members.
3. It took me several months to gather together all the files that were available
and put all of this together, and I am glad I did it. All of the records were
not available, so some people are not on the list, but many are.
4. When you die, you will no longer be a member here. If you are saved, you
will be in Heaven, and we shall await our time to be with you there with the
Lord.
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Ecclesiology - A Study Of The Church
Dr. Ronnie Wolfe – Pastor, First Baptist Church, Harrison, Ohio
March 27, 2016
Lesson 8 – Message Of The Church
I. THE ESSENCE OF THE MESSAGE
A. Scriptures
1. Matthew 28:19-20 Go ye therefore, and teach [matheteuo-“make disciples”]
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching [didasko-“instructing”] them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world. Amen.
2. Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature.
3. Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek.
4. 1 Corinthians 1:17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel:
not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none
effect.
5. 1 Corinthians 9:16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of:
for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!
6. 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which
I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By
which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless
ye have believed in vain. 3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I
also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4
And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the
scriptures:
B. Abraham Booth, in his The Reign of Grace, says . . .
Thus the genuine gospel will always appear like an insult on the taste of the
public. Wherever it comes, if it be not received, it awakens disgust and
provokes abhorrence. Nor can it be otherwise. For its principal design is to
mortify the pride of man, and to display the glory of grace; to throw all
human excellence down to the dust, and to elevate, even to thrones of glory,
the needy and the wretched; to show that every thing which exalteth itself
against the knowledge of Christ, is an abomination in the sight of God; and
that He who is despised of men and abhorred by the nations, is Jehovah’s
41

eternal delight.
C. The Gospel Involves Grace
1. Scriptures:
a. Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
b. Gospel of Grace – Acts 20:24 But none of these things move me, neither
count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy,
and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the
gospel of the grace of God.
c. Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to
all men,
2. Prevenient Grace
a. This is “grace before grace;” that is, grace that was working before our
actual salvation experience by grace.
b. 2 Timothy 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
c. The “covenant of grace” was prevenient, having existed from before the
foundation of the world.
d. Our names were written in the book of life from the foundation of the world
(Rev. 17:8).
e. Jesus was slain from the foundation of the world (Rev. 17:8)
f. Election: We were chosen in him before the foundation of the world
Ephesians 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation
of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:
g. Foreknowledge and Predestination: Romans 8:29 For whom he did
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son,
that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
h. Quickening, or Regeneration: This is also Prevenient Grace, for this
happens logically before faith. No one in his own nature can (or will)
believe on Christ for salvation, for it says in Romans 8:8 So then they that
are in the flesh cannot please God. So, salvation is not a direct response of
faith, but faith in the channel through which God bring salvation to us as He
regenerates us and brings us to God through reconciliation.
3. Experiential Grace
a. This the grace of God which comes upon us in our conviction of sin (John
16:8); God’s drawing us (John 6:44); and saving us (Eph. 2:8).
b. 1 Corinthians 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am . . .
c. Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to
42

all men,
4. Expectant Grace
a. Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
b. 1 Peter 1:10 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:
c. 1 Peter 1:13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope
to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of
Jesus Christ;
d. Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your
mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.
5. Explanation: The facts behind the message of the Gospel are these: God
decreed salvation from timeless eternity past; Christ accomplished the Gospel
in his death, burial, and resurrection; and the Holy Spirit applied the Gospel to
each believer in Jesus Christ. Therefore, even Jonah knew the divine quality of
salvation when he said in John 2:9 “Salvation is of the Lord.”
II. THE EXTENT OF THE MESSAGE
A. The Gospel Must Be Preached
1. Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.
2. Ephesians 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,
3. Galatians 3:2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?
4. Acts 5:42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach
and preach Jesus Christ.
B. The Law Must Be Preached
1. Galatians 3:24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto
Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 25 But after that faith is come, we
are no longer under a schoolmaster.
2. Colossians 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not
moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was
preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a
minister;
III.

THE EXPERIENCE OF THE MESSAGE
A. Experience of Power – 1 Thessalonians 1:5 For our gospel came not unto you in
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B.

C.
D.

E.

IV.

word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye
know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.
Experience of a New Creation – 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new.
Experience of a New Man – Ephesians 4:24 And that ye put on the new man,
which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.
Experience of Security
1. John 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth
on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.
2. Psalm 37:23-24 The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he
delighteth in his way. 24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for
the LORD upholdeth him with his hand.
3. Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
4. John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Experience of a Better Hope
1. Hebrews 7:19 For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better
hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God.
2. Hebrews 6:19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and
stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil;
3. 1 Thessalonians 3:13 To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in
holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
with all his saints.
4. Hebrews 6:18 That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for
God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay
hold upon the hope set before us:

CONCLUSION
A. The essence of the message of the church is the Gospel, the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, the work that he did for us in our place, because we
could not do the work through the law, for it was weak in the flesh (Romans 8:3).
B. The extent of the message of the church is the preaching of the Gospel message to
every creature and to be faithful to that task. We cannot hesitate but must be
witnesses of Jesus and his work on the cross that others may know Jesus Christ.
The Gospel reaches out to the rich, the poor, the important, he infamous, the
smart, the ignorant, the pauper and the king. It brings salvation to all kinds of
people, even to little people like we are.
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C. The experience of the message of the church is one of divine grace, which comes
to us through the preaching of the Gospel and, prompted by the Holy Spirit,
convicts us of our sins and draws us unto God, and by hearing and believing we
receive eternal life from which we cannot fall, thus we have eternal life and expect
the coming of Christ any day.
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Ecclesiology - A Study Of The Church
Dr. Ronnie Wolfe – Pastor, First Baptist Church, Harrison, Ohio
April 3, 2016
Lesson 9 – Money Of The Church

I. THE NEED FOR MONEY
A. Judas Had The Bag
1. John 12:6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a
thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein.
2. John 13:29 For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus
had said unto him, Buy those things that we have need of against the feast; or,
that he should give something to the poor.
3. So, the first New Testament church had money, because there was a need
“against the feast; or, that he should give something to the poor.”
B. The Church Is A Business
1. No business can be run without money.
2. We notice that state churches require a tax to the state church so it will have the
money to operate. Some of these taxes have been as much at from 15% to 45%
of a person’s income.
3. All money in the true churches is given voluntarily, not forcibly.
4. A church could, I suppose, operate on a very small scale without money; but
there could be no building, no heating and cooling, no mission program, no
tract printing, etc. The purpose of the church would be kept to a very minimum
without money.
5. God did not mean for His churches to operate without money. His first church
had money, and it was expected that people give money to it.
C. Inventions
1. Many odd and even ingenious inventions have been made in order to bring
money into a church.
2. Rummage sales, flee markets, games, gambling, sale of food and drinks, car
washes, competitions, etc.
3. Some churches even keep tabs on all the giving and try to get people to give
more and more money to accomplish private projects. This should not be done.
4. No inventions, no forcing of giving, just simply tithes and offerings operate a
church.
II. THE TITHE OF MONEY
A. The tithe (or tenth) is the basis for giving in a church.
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B. God expects each member to be faithful in tithing. This, along with offerings
above the tithe are the only revenues that God expects in his churches.
C. Tithe Given Before The Law and Incorporated Into The Law
1. The institution of tithing came before the law, so tithing was not simply a law.
Tithing is a gift, and it is a gift to God through His church.
2. Before The Law
a. Genesis 14:18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and
wine: and he was the priest of the most high God.
b. Genesis 14:20 And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered
thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.
3. According To The Law
a. Leviticus 27:30 And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land,
or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD’S: it is holy unto the LORD.
b. Davis Huckabee says in his tract that tithing is established by at least three
laws:
(1)
The Law of the Lord – Lev. 27:30; Matt. 5:17-18; 1 Cor. 9:13-14.
(2)
The Law of Love – John 14:15 (if ye love me . . .); 1 Cor. 9:14
(cheerful giver).
(3)
The Law of Logic – See 1 Corinthians 9:7 Who goeth a warfare any
time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of
the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of
the flock?
(4)
If we have a church that is to give the Gospel to the whole world,
doesn’t logic teach us that we need money to do that? – Romans
15:26 For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a
certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem.
D. Tithe Of The Increase
1. Deuteronomy 14:22 Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the
field bringeth forth year by year.
2. Deuteronomy 14:28 At the end of three years thou shalt bring forth all the tithe
of thine increase the same year, and shalt lay it up within thy gates:
3. This means before taxes, before bills, before entertainment, before everything,
first thing done with one’s pay.
4. Hebrews 7:4 Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the
patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.
a. “of the spoil” literally means “off the top of the spoil.”
b. Thus, we should tithe “off the top” of our income.
c. Robertson’s Greek says “off (the top of the pile).”
5. Though the Bible does not specifically say, we believe that Jesus tithed,
because he kept the law perfectly. The Talmud forbid a strict Pharisee to sit at a
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table with one who did not tithe, yet they sat with Jesus; so he must have tithed
(Luke 17:14; Matt. 23:2-3).
E. Objections To Tithing
1. “Tithing was under the law.” Yes, but it was also before the law and since the
law.
2. “The tithe was nailed to the cross.” But tithing was never a part of the
sacrificial law, so it was not nailed to the cross.
3. “I don’t earn enough to tithe.” God asks only for 10%. It is the same per cent
for every person. The poor widow put in only two mites: Luke 21:2 And he
saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two mites.
4. Easy to figure: Move the decimal point to the left one place, and that is 10%.
5. So, $10.00 would be $1.00 and $100.00 would be $10.00.
6. There are many more objections, but this should be enough to show that there
really are not any excuses for not tithing.
7. God actually calls it robbery if you do not tithes. Malachi 3:8 Will a man rob
God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In
tithes and offerings.
III.

THE USE OF MONEY IN A CHURCH
A. First, it must be the decision of the church as to how money is used.
B. There are some basic things, however, that need to be accommodated.
1. The Preacher
a. The priest in the temple lived of the things that were given to the temple.
The Bible says in Luke 10:7 “The laborer is worthy of his hire.”
b. 1 Tim. 5:17-18 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double
honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine. 18 For the
scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And,
The labourer is worthy of his reward.
2. Evangelism
a. Tracts, radio, TV, computer, CD’s, and all other ways we can think of.
3. Edification of Believers
a. This includes the cost of a building, electricity, water, seats, etc.
b. This also includes any needed workers that may be paid.
4. Extra Ministries
a. Printing of books, Bible lessons, etc.
C. Things Not To Be Used With Church Money
1. Gambling
2. Investments for profit
3. Anything to do with the government
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IV.
A.
B.

C.
D.

HANDLING CHURCH MONEY
Specific people should be designated to deposit church money, and these ones
should have nothing to do with the spending of that money.
Specific people (or a person) should be designated to pay the necessary expenses
of the church, and that person should have nothing to do with deposits except on
very special occasions.
Both money in and money out should not be done by only one person.
Money should be counted by two or more people of the church, three or more is
preferred to insure there is no collusion.
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Ecclesiology - A Study Of The Church
Dr. Ronnie Wolfe – Pastor, First Baptist Church, Harrison, Ohio
April 10, 2016
Lesson 10 – Missions In The Church
I. THE TWO PATHS OF MISSIONS
A. The First Church
1. The church at Jerusalem was the first church of the Lord Jesus Christ.
2. That church grew quickly into many thousands of people.
3. It was a growing and thriving church doctrinally.
B. The Persecution of The Jerusalem Church
1. First, much persecution came from the Pharisees, Sadducees, scribes, and
priests; however, many priests were obedient to the faith (Acts 6:7).
2. Then, as Saul of Tarsus came on the scene, we see that he was a paramount
persecutor of the Jerusalem church.
3. Saul had a well organized plan and execution of persecution and would have
caused great calamity to the church and to the churches if God had not stopped
his work and saved his soul, called him into the ministry, and made him an
apostle of God.
C. The Division Of The Church
1. It was not long after the beginning of the first church that divisions came into
the churches.
2. Paul spoke of divisions in the church at Corinth – 1 Corinthians 11:18 For first
of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions
among you; and I partly believe it.
3. Some of these divisions were contrary to true doctrine – Romans 16:17 Now I
beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary
to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.
D. The True And False Church Separate
1. Scriptures on the divisions
a. 1 Corinthians 3:3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you
envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?
b. Acts 15:24 Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from
us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be
circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such commandment:
c. 1 John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had
been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out,
that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.
d. 1 Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times
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some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils;
2. From that first true church of the Lord came out many who objected to the true
doctrine of the church and preferred in their carnal minds to go a separate way.
3. Now, there are only two ways of the religion that are called Christian. One is
the true path of salvation by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8-10), and the other is
the false path of salvation by works through the works of the law.
4. There is no other way taught; there are only two ways—the right way and the
wrong way.
5. There are, however, many kinds of churches. These differences are
comprehended in different areas of thought. Bro. T. P. Simmons names some
of them (1) national church–Church of England, (2) Denomination
church–Methodist-Episcopal, (3) Universal, visible) church–Roman Catholic,
(4) the universal, invisible church–many denominations and so-called
interdenominational churches claim this theory, (5) The Aggregate church–All
churches and denominations together make up the true
church–Nondenominational churches.
E. ONLY TWO IDEAS OF THE CHURCH AND THE GOSPEL REMAIN
1. There are not many, many ideas of the church and of salvation.
2. There are only two: the true and the false.
3. One is by grace through faith for salvation and water baptism upon profession
of faith into a true church for the true church teaching.
4. All others are more or less the same.
5. The Lord’s church is a KIND of church; so, just as in the teaching against
evolution, nothing can change in kind.
6. A true church cannot change into a false church, and a false church is not likely
to change into a true church.
7. In order for a false church to come into being, it must separate from a true
church or begin a new church on a false premise.
8. In order for a false church to become a true church, it must first separate from
its affiliation to false ideas and coalesce to a true church and its authority.
9. So, there are two paths of missions:
a. One is the path down the road of truth, following after the Lord and his kind
of churches.
b. The other path is the path that teaches and follows another gospel, another
Jesus, and another spirit (2 Cor. 11:4).
II. THE GREAT COMMISSION IS THE CHURCH’S MISSION
A. Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is
given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
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baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and,
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
B. Teach All Nations (verse 19) – The Greek word is MATHETEUO and means “a
learner, a disciple.”
1. When we witness the gospel to a person and he believes upon Christ, he
becomes a learner, a disciple.
2. “Disciple” is one of the first words that was used to name believers in Christ.
3. To be a disciple, one needs to be dedicated to learning; so being saved implies
that we should always desire to know more and more about Jesus and His
word.
4. This Greek word may be translated “make disciples.”
5. Our first responsibility in mission work is to “make disciples” (verse 19)
C. Baptize Them, (verse 19)
1. The second part of our commission is to baptize.
2. Our verse says “baptizing them.”
3. The pronoun them is referring to those disciples whom we have made by our
witness of the gospel of Jesus Christ, who follow him in faith and trust Christ
as Savior.
4. So, then, we cannot baptize any other except them. They are the ones who have
believed upon Christ, the ones who have been made new by the grace of God
and who are now God’s children by faith. Galatians 3:26 says, For ye are all
the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.
5. Since the church (local church) has been given this great commission, it is,
then, the church which should sponsor the baptism of those who have believed
and have been made disciples.
6. Of course, we believe that baptism is a church ordinance.
D. Teach Them All Things, (verse 20)
1. T. P. Simmons says about this: “We have already referred to the promise of
Christ’s presence that is attached to this commission. The promise not only
indicates that the commission has a perpetual application to the end of the age,
but it also indicates that Christ addressed the apostles, not as individuals, but as
constituting the church. These apostles are long dead, and yet the end of the age
has not come. Christ, therefore, must needs have been speaking to them as a
body that would perpetuate itself to the end of the age. The commission,
therefore, was committed to the church. The carrying out of it, then, is
primarily a church responsibility.”1

1

Simmons, T. P., A Systematic Study of Bible Doctrine, Taken from http://www.pbministries.org/
Theology/Simmons/simmons.htm
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2. So, the churches of Jesus Christ are to teach continually the doctrines that are
found in the Bible, since now we have the completed Bible.
3. Our preachers are to be faithful to preach the word and to be instant in season
and out of season, in persecution, in happiness, in tolerance and also in
aggressive challenges, while we are hungry and while we are full, when we are
depressed and when our minds are at peace.
4. The “all things whatsoever I have commanded you” is still the most important
thing in the churches of the Lord Jesus Christ.
5. Only the truth can identify which path a church is on. These true doctrines are
called “the faith,” the faith from which many will depart according to 1 Tim.
4:1.
III.

THE PURPOSE OF MISSIONS
A. Davis Huckabee says in his book on church truth, “The purpose of missions may
be briefly defined as proclaiming the Gospel to the world in order that lost people
may hear, believe and be saved, then uniting the new converts into scriptural
churches, and teaching them the things of God so that they may in turn proclaim
the Gospel, make converts, etc., thus carrying on the process.”
B. Romans 10:14-15 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not
believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and
how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach, except
they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

IV.

THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE MISSIONARY
A. Here we will consider what we may call “a missionary proper,” which would
include only those men who have been called of God to do a specific mission
work, who go out through the authority of a true church and dedicate their lives
and their family’s lives to mission work in a proper way.
B. I say this, because every saved soul is a missionary in one way or another.
C. The Responsibilities of Missionaries:
1. Notice Acts 26:16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto
thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things
which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee;
2. First responsibility: to make thee a minister.
a. The Greek word for minister is HUPERETES and is translated by three
different words in the KJV Bible: officer, minister, servant.
b. A missionary, then, is an officer of God, carrying out the duties that God
has called him to do.
c. He is a minister, because he is serving people through giving them the
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3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

gospel and teaching them the word of God.
d. He is a servant, because he should be completely surrendered to the Lord’s
will as a missionary, depending upon God for every aspect of his life.
Second responsibility: to make thee a witness.
a. A witness in a legal sense: to be a witness for another in a court of law.
b. A witness in a historical sense: to tell what he has witnessed himself.
c. A witness in an ethical sense: to be willing to die for telling the truth.
d. The word “witness” is the Greek word MARTUS and is our word martyr.
e. Notice Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by
faith that is in me.
Third Responsibility: to open the eyes of the Gentiles
Fourth Responsibility: to turn them from darkness to light
Fifth Responsibility: to turn them from the power of Satan unto God
There are others that we could list, including the qualifications of a pastor in 1
Timothy 3 and other items that Paul lists in his several letters to the churches.

V. THE METHOD OF MISSIONS
A. Man’s Wisdom Over God’s Wisdom
1. 1 Corinthians 2:4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing
words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:
2. Here we see that the Holy Spirit is necessary in mission work.
3. The Holy Spirit was given to us that we might have a Comforter (John 14:26)
and to teach us all things that are true.
B. God calls specific people to do specific work – Luke 9:1-6 Then he called his
twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and
to cure diseases. 2 And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal
the sick. 3 And he said unto them, Take nothing for your journey, neither staves,
nor scrip, neither bread, neither money; neither have two coats apiece. 4 And
whatsoever house ye enter into, there abide, and thence depart. 5 And whosoever
will not receive you, when ye go out of that city, shake off the very dust from your
feet for a testimony against them. 6 And they departed, and went through the
towns, preaching the gospel, and healing every where.
1. Now we today cannot do all of what these men did, because they were given
power that God has not given us.
2. But we know from reading this that God will supply the need: Philippians 4:19
But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by
Christ Jesus.
3. This was not a blanket commission but a very specific one.
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4. God may call a missionary today to start an orphanage or to start a church in a
hut somewhere in a foreign land.
C. The Method of Missions Comes From The Holy Spirit
1. Acts 13:2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said,
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.
D. The Method of Missions Comes From The Local Church
1. Acts 13:1 & 3 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain
prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and
Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the
tetrarch, and Saul. – Acts 13:3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and
laid their hands on them, they sent them away.
2. Notice that churches supported Paul: Philippians 4:15-16 Now ye Philippians
know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from
Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and
receiving, but ye only. 16 For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again
unto my necessity.
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Ecclesiology - A Study Of The Church
Dr. Ronnie Wolfe – Pastor, First Baptist Church, Harrison, Ohio
April 17, 2016
Lesson 11 – Perpetuity Of The Church
I.

WHAT IS PERPETUITY?
A. Definiton (Mariam-Webster Online) – “ the state of continuing forever or for a
very long time.”
B. Legal Dictionary Online – n. forever
C. “Your Dictionary” Online – Something that begins on a fixed date and continues
indefinitely.

II. HOW IS PERPETUITY OF THE LORD’S CHURCH SHOWN IN SCRIPTURE?
A. Matthew 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I
will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
B. Matthew 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
C. 1 Timothy 4:13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.
D. Revelation 2:25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come. – Now we
know that this church of Thyatira has not continued to our day, but the Lord’s kind
of church, which Thyatira was, has continued to our day and will until Jesus comes
again.
E. 1 Corinthians 11:26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do
shew the Lord’s death till he come.
III.

THE CHURCH IN THE APOSTOLIC AGE
A. “But who denies that there is empirical evidence of the existence of Baptist
churches throughout the centuries? Two groups only, both of which have great
self-interest in making this denial. Protestantism denies this, but Protestantism
itself has no such perpetuity, for it has all come into existence since 1517, and so,
having no such perpetuity, is shown to not be the Lord’s churches, to which He
promised an age-spanning perpetuity, and so, Protestantism is manifested to be but
manmade competitors with the Lord’s churches. Second, Catholicism denies this,
but while it antedates Protestantism by many centuries, it is still a late comer by
almost five hundred years, and it has never tolerated any rivals, but has viciously
persecuted unto the death all who were more faithful than she, and has sought to

56

destroy all evidences of the existence of these true churches.”2
B. Baptist is the name of a kind of church. It is not the name that was used in the
Apostolic age. Different names were used for the churches in that era.
1. Names in the apostolic era: Believers, Flock, Assembly, Church, etc.
2. All of these churches in perpetuity have been imperfect. There has never been a
perfect church at any time. Even the first church had Judas, a devil from the
beginning.
3. To understand perpetuity we must understand that there is no such thing as a
(1) chain of bishops or pastors, (2) an identifiable chain of baptisms, or (3) a
chain of apostles.
4. A thorough study of these churches is impossible, because many of the
documents written by the true churches were destroyed by their enemies.
5. Therefore, we must take evidence from the writings of the enemies of Baptists
and understand that some of the things that are accused of Baptists are not true.
6. The doctrine of the churches has always been the same down through their
history.
7. One church comes from another church, so there is a link of churches through
history, but that link cannot be identified historically, only theologically.
8. You cannot have a church without Scriptural baptism, and you cannot have
Scriptural baptism without a church, so every true church in existence today
has had some connection with a Scriptural church before it.
C. Persecution in the Apostolic age.
1. One mark of a true church is that it will be persecuted by false churches.
2. In the Apostolic age much persecution came against the true churches of the
Lord.
3. First, there was the persecution from Rome: the killing of James and Paul and
others.
4. Next, there was the persecution of the Jewish nation, which killed the Lord on
the cross, etc.
5. Then there was doctrinal persecution within the churches of the Lord.
a. 2 Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as
there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring
upon themselves swift destruction.
6. Of course, most know of the persecution by Nero, who was Roman king from
54 - 68 AD. He was accused of burning Rome and also of capturing Christians,
dipping them in oil, and burning them alive as torches.
D. Churches in the Apostolic Age
2

Huckabee, Davis W., Studies On Church Truth, Vo. 2, pg. 562.
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1. Churches In Judea
a. Jerusalem, Lydda, Joppa, Samaria, Caesarea, Ptolemais, and perhaps eastern
Jordan in the Decapolis.
2. Churches In Syria
a. Antioch, Tyre, Sidon, Damascus
3. Churches In Cyprus, Crete, Cappadocia, Galatia, Bithynia, Lycaonia, Pisidia,
Pamphylia, Phrygia, Lydia, Achaia, Macedonia, Italy, Dalmatia, Spain (Rom.
15:24), etc.
IV.
A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

THE ANTENICEAN AGE
When Trajan came to the throne in 98 AD, that was considered the end of the
apostolic age. Christians continued to be persecuted. During his persecution many
true churches were annihilated.
During this time, a period of around 100 years, brought severe persecution, and it
is said that 20,000 members of churches were put to death. This persecution drove
many of the members of these churches into the Alps and Pyrenees mountains and
into the valleys of the Piedmont. These believers would later be known as
Waldenses.
During the Antenicean Age the great Constantine became emperor and subscribed
to Christianity. Seeing a vision of a cross in the sky, he determined that God
wanted him to take up Christianity and to conquer through it.
Constantine was at first easy on Christians, but he took the side of the Catholic
party against true believers and churches, which at that time were called Donatists.
Later, however, he gave liberty to the Donatists, and they had relative peace until
his death in 337.
The Donatists and the Novations were considered the same in all points of
doctrine, so in practical reasoning they were both Baptists. “Osiander, the German
Lutheran, for example, says: ‘Our modern anabaptists were the same with the
Donatists of old." And Thomas Fuller, the quaint English church historian, says
that the Anabaptists in England in his day were "but the Donatists new dipped,’”

V. BAPTISTS IN THE ARMENIAN AGE
A. True believers and churches were found in Armenia early on.
B. Around 660 a new group came to Armenia, which was led by a Baptist deacon,
who was fleeing from Mohammedan persecution and was taken in by an
Armenian, who was given a New Testament. The Armenian’s name was
Constantine (not the one we talked about earlier). Constantine learned the simple
church principles of the New Testament and had a following. Because of their
belief in the teachings of Paul, they were called Paulicians. They are the same as
Baptists today.
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C. It is said that many of the external teachings of Islam came from these people
called Paulicians, especially their simplicity of worship.
D. The Paulicians’ doctrinal statement is called “Key of Truth.” It is from that that
many historians get the real identity of the Paulicians as Baptists.
VI.

FROM THE ALPINE MOUNTAINS TO BRITAIN
A. From the mountains came Baptists under the name Waldenses into the British Isles
in the first and second centuries.
B. “Beza pronounces them to be "the seed of the pure Christian Church”3 The
Waldenses are sometimes called Vudois.
C. A more current history of the Waldenses says that they came from a man by the
name of Peter Waldo, which seems to be a little doubtful.
D. The Waldenses and the Albigenses seem to be the same people. They are also
sometimes called Lollards from Walter Lollard.
E. Some groups were called Cathari, which means “the pure ones.” With these names,
eventually they became known, along with Anabaptist, by the name Baptist during
the time of the Great Reformation.

VII. BAPTISTS IN AMERICA
A. Now we come to the first Baptist church in America, over which there is a great
controversy. Some say that Roger Williams started the first Baptist church in
America, but that is very likely not true.
B. Williams had many Baptist principles but was never a member of a true Baptist
church; also, he turned from the beginning church. He himself, after a few months,
denied the constitution of that church and turned another way and became a
Seeker.
C. The church of Providence Rhode Island was begun by Williams’ being baptized by
Ezekiel Holliman and by Ezekiel Holliman’s being baptized by Williams. Thus,
the church was organized without proper authority.
D. Dr. John Clarke, a medical doctor, organized a church in March of 1638 in
Newport, Rhode Island, and it has always since been known as the first Baptist
church in America. Their records still exist, and the church is still in existence
today. John Clarke was a Baptist before he came to America. Sadly, today this
church has a woman pastor (RW)–from their website.
E. After this many Baptists came from abroad.
F. Some Baptists from Wales came to America and settled on a piece of property they
then called The Welsh Tract with their pastor, Thomas Griffith.

3

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/The_Waldensian_Church_in_the_valleys_of_Piedmont/Chapter_I
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VIII. BAPTIST PERPETUITY
A. Many churches have tried to list churches in connection to previous churches back
to John the Baptist, but there are not enough true documents to warrant such a
thing.
B. But this does not mean that there is not a church link in one way or another to the
New Testament times.
C. Our church history here has been traced back to the First Baptist Church in
America, but no one can trace it back to the New Testament in an unbroken chain
D. But if baptism is a church ordinance, and if baptism is necessary for being a
Baptist, then every baptism is connected to a church.
E. If there ever was a break in the link of Scriptural baptisms, then we can never
claim to be the kind of church in the New Testament; because every church
requires baptism, and every baptism requires a church.
F. We cannot see the link back to the New Testament, but we can know that there
have been churches in like kind in every generation since Jesus walked the earth;
and I am persuaded that First Baptist Church is one of those churches.
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Ecclesiology - A Study Of The Church
Dr. Ronnie Wolfe – Pastor, First Baptist Church, Harrison, Ohio
May 1, 2016
Lesson 12 – The Body of Christ And Its Head

Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.
Ehesians 1:22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him
to be the head over all things to the church, 23 Which is his body,
the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

I. SOME MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE BODY OF CHRIST AND ITS HEAD
A. Examples of Misconceptions of Christ as Head of the Church
1. T. Croskery, Pulpit Helps, Vol. 46, p. 31 – “As the body is not complete
without the head, so the head is not complete without the body.” . . . “So the
church serves as an empty vessel, into which the Saviour pours his mediatorial
fullness.”
a. The head of the church, Jesus Christ, IS complete without the body. The
church is a whole body, and Christ is the whole head of the church.
b. The church is not an empty vessel. If it is an empty vessel, then it is not a
church at all.
c. We are built up a spiritual house (1 Peter 2:5), so a church is a spiritual
house, because the Holy Spirit dwells in each member of the church. That is
the Lord’s presence in the church.
2. W. F. Adeney, Pulpit Commentary, Vol. 46, p. 60 – “A Christian Church is a
headless trunk.”
a. A church is a “whole body.” Ephesians 4:15-16 But speaking the truth in
love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16
From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the
measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of
itself in love.
b. It is not a “headless trunk.”
c. We do have an individual union with Christ, as shown in the vine-branch
metaphor in John Chapter 15.
(1)
John 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me,
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and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye
can do nothing.
(2)
But this is not the union of Christ and the church, rather an
individual union through salvation in Christ by repentance and faith
in Him.
3. Martin Loyd-Jones, Ultimate Purpose, p. 427 – “... all the nerves ultimately can
be traced back to the brain, which is in the head.” He goes on to say,”When the
Apostle says that Christ is the Head of the Church he means that He is the Head
of the Church in that sense. We have no life apart from Him; all the energy and
power come from Him.”
a. The problem with this idea is that neither can the brain, or the head, survive
without the body, for from the body, especially the blood, comes sustenance
for the brain.
b. Christ does not need the church in order to exist or to survive.
c. He is not dependent upon the church, but the church is dependent,
completely dependent, upon Him.
d. The body of Christ is a whole body with eyes, hands feet and head. Now,
we cannot physically identify these parts, but the concept is clear: a church
is not a body without a head but a body with a head in itself.
e. The Scripture says in 1 Corinthians 12:27 Now ye are the body of Christ,
and members in particular. The Greek has no article, so we could read
this, “Now ye are a body of Christ, and members in particular,” which
would make sense, since there is more than one body of Christ. There are
many bodies of Christ, local churches of Christ.

II. THE PROPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE BODY OF CHRIST AS A
METAPHOR
A. Christ is the head over all things . . .
1. Ephesians 1:22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the
head over all things to the church,
a. These “all things” are represented as a body, not a trunk of a body, and
Christ is the head of the “all things.”
2. 1 Corinthians 11:3 But I would have you know, that the head of every man is
Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.
a. The man is the head of the woman, but that does not mean that in the
metaphor the woman has no head of her own and is only a trunk of a
person.
b. Thus, the church is not a body without a head of its own in the metaphor,
but the church is a “whole body,” and Christ is the head of that “whole
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body.”
c. He is the head in “primacy, origination, honor, authority, summation”
(Edmund P. Clowney, Biblical Interpretation And The Church).
III.

AN ILLUSTRATION OF CHRIST AS HEAD OF THE CHURCH
A. Bro. Ed Overbey, my teacher in college, puts it this way: “Christ is head over the
church, not head in the church.
B. Bro. Hunt relates this union with the husband-wife union when he states in his
book “The Body of Christ: Separating Myth From Metaphor.” p. 20.
1. “The husband-wife union, therefore, depicted in Ephesians 5:22-24 is not a
salvational union but a sanctifying, maturing, and developing oneness that is
best described as a functional union.

IV.

THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL VERSE
A. 1 Corinthians 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether
we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to
drink into one Spirit.
1. By one Spirit – By the leadership of the Holy Spirit each person is led in his
walk as a believer and the word of God to his first step as a Christian: baptism.
2. Are we all baptized – All who are members in particular of churches are
baptized in water. Those who make the body metaphor mean salvation make
this a spiritual baptism whereby we are baptized somehow with the Spirit of
God in our soul, bringing us to salvation. That is not taught by this Scripture.
a. We are not spiritually baptized. To use the word baptized here to mean
spiritual baptism would be changing the normal meaning and usage of the
word baptize in Scripture, which is used to indicate water baptism unless
explained otherwise.
3. Into one body – This is the body of a local church, not one universal, invisible
body of believers, which many of our Protestant friends teach, misinterpreting
the metaphor of the head and the body.
4. So, water baptism is the instrument through which the Lord has ordained that
we come into the membership of a local church. Acts 2:41 Then they that
gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added
unto them about three thousand souls.

V. IN CHRIST AND INTO ONE BODY
A. Many Scriptures speak of our being “in Christ.”
1. Ephesians 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of
the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:
2. 1 Corinthians 1:30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto
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us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:
3. Colossians 1:27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the
glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory:
4. Being “in Christ” means that we have his life in us and are new creatures
because of this new life – Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
himself for me.
5. This is salvation, not church membership.
B. 1 Cor. 12:13 speaks of “into one body.”
1. This “one body” is a local church, and the specific ones referred to in this verse
and this book of the Bible are members of a specific local church, the church at
Corinth.
2. When they were baptized, they were baptized “into” or in relationship to this
local church, baptism being an identification into the doctrines of that local
church and an agreement that the church has a big part in the believer’s life and
will be used to uplift, exalt, teach, and comfort the believers.
3. So, when you are baptized you are identifying yourself with a particular local
church and its doctrines and principles.
4. Also, it is in the local church that one uses his spiritual gifts. So, the local
church is a “whole body” in which his spiritual gifts are meant to be used as
members in particular. You may be an eye, an ear, a foot, or a head, but you are
in a “whole body.”
5. The church, then, is fitly framed together to do a productive work for Christ
and to share blessings and sorrows together, desiring to see others saved by
God’s grace and teaching them whatsoever Christ commanded according to the
Great Commission – Ephesians 2:21 In whom all the building fitly framed
together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:
C. Baptized Into His Death
1. Romans 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ
were baptized into his death?
2. Many make this to be a spiritual baptism, but it is a baptism in water in (or in
relation to) the death of Jesus Christ.
3. Our water baptism is a public profession of our personal and spiritual
relationship with Jesus Christ and His death through faith in Him.
D. Definition of Church:
1. A body of scripturally baptized believers in Christ who assemble to carry out
the Great Commission, observe the two ordinances, and teach all things
commanded by Christ.
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2. You are not a member of any church when you are saved. You are in the
Kingdom of God by salvation; you are in the Family of God by salvation; but
you are not in the church until you are scripturally baptized in water, which
brings you into relationship with a certain local church for spiritual growth,
praise, learning, and glory to God.
3. Ephesians 3:21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all
ages, world without end. Amen.
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Lesson 13 – The Church And Ecumenicalism
I. ECUMENICALISM DEFINED
A. The Definition of Ecumenicalism
1. “Any effort aimed at unity of Christians around the world.”
2. “The principle or aim of promoting unity among the world’s Christian
Churches.”
3. Someone put it succinctly in this way: “The Urge To Merge.”
B. The Tendency of the World Toward Ecumenicalism
1. The ideology of the world is a merging of all social, political, and religious
bodies into one entity.
2. Measures have been taken all through history to create a one-world system
where one system rules the entire world.
3. The seven world nations mentioned in the book of Daniel prove that this is so.
4. In our time we have seen Socialism and Communism work to try to bring about
a communistic rule over the world.
5. We have also seen of late the work of ISIS to rule the entire world for the
religion of Islam.
II. THE LEVELS OF ECUMENICALISM
A. Administrative Level
1. Represented by the World Council of Churches at a global level.
2. National councils on the national level
3. Clergy associations on the local level.
B. Evangelical Level
1. Represented by interdenominational para-church organizations, fellowships,
and mission organizations.
2. Campus Crusade for Christ
3. Youth With A Mission
4. World Evangelical Fellowship
C. Denominational Level
1. Charismatic Movement
a. Talk mainly about a personal experience, a feeling experience, an emotional
(what they call spiritual) feeling.
b. Thus, they use this to unite every type of denomination under their
umbrella.
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c. Charismatics are found in Catholic as well as Protestant churches.
III.

THE DOWNWARD FALL FROM TRUTH
A. Man-made Unity – Eph. 4:1-6 used as proof text by the ecumenical crowd.
1. Eph. 4:1-6 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 2 With all lowliness and
meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 3 Endeavouring
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body, and
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one
faith, one baptism, 6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all.
2. This does not imply that God wants us to create a unity by joining all religions
together. Rather, God desires that we in the local church pray that God will
bring unity among us through his truth, but truth divides us from error. The
unity is in the local church, not in a self-proclaimed unity created by religious
leaders.
B. Interdenominationalism
1. Christ’s churches are not a denomination of churches. They are churches of
like faith and order, but they are not a part of denominations of churches.
2. To be a denomination of churches, it would need to admit other so-called
denominations into the group.
3. That would put the Lord’s churches on the same par as any other church calling
itself Christian such as Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, Catholics, etc.
C. Truth Is A Separator, Not A Tolerator
1. John 8:32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
2. Through truth we can be free from error.
3. 2 Corinthians 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,
4. God will not receive us if we as his local churches hob-knob with false
churches.
5. Our candlestick may very well be removed.

IV.

THE DEMAND FOR SUBSTITUTION
A. Four Elements Needed To Have A Sound Church
1. The Gospel
a. Must the be true Gospel of Jesus Christ
b. Must be preached in its clarity, depending upon the power of God.
2. The Ordinances
a. There are only two
b. Called Sacraments in other denominations
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c. The two ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper must be practiced in
a scriptural way.
3. Discipline
a. A local church must have the authority to discipline its own members.
b. This keeps the church purer than it would otherwise be.
c. This guards the doctrine and practices of the local church.
4. Doctrinal Truth
a. I mention this separately due to the fact that what we generally know as the
Gospel is the message of the work of Christ in redemption, etc.
b. Though the Gospel is doctrine, there is doctrine that is in addition to the
gospel that helps strengthen believers and grow them up into maturity.
c. These doctrines must be preached, taught, and believed, also.
B. But Ecumenicalism Demands Substitution
1. It is not enough to downgrade or eliminate true Bible doctrine.
2. Ecumenical people and organizations desire to substitute biblical doctrine with
a watered-down doctrine or one that changes in meaning and is used in the
place of true biblical doctrine.
3. Examples
a. Changing immersion for baptism into sprinkling or pouring.
b. Changing baptism as a like figure into the actual atonement of Christ
required for salvation.
c. Changing the local church concept into a universal church concept.
d. Changing the Bible’s authority into the authority of church leaders and
religious scholars.
e. Change the Bible
(1)
We must have a final authority for faith and practice.
(2)
This final authority is the Bible, and it is found in its purest form in
the King James Bible.
(3)
Ecumenicalism has changed the Bible to believe in what some call
“Scholarship Onlyism,” which is supposed to mean that the smartest
people in language and literature have the authority to change the
Greek, the Hebrew and the English to fit their so-called superior
knowledge. Their knowledge is implied to be higher than the Bible
itself.
(4)
For over 400 years the King James Bible has been proven to be the
most valued translation of the original languages for the Englishspeaking people of the world.
(5)
New versions have been created for the Ecumenical Movement in
order, I think, to weaken the message of the Bible.
(6)
That is why we hold to, we believe, and we try to practice the words
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written in our King James Bibles.
f. Changes In Theology
(1)
The atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ, which was completed,
finished on the cross of Calvary, has been belittled to the display as
an example only, not a true atonement for sin.
(2)
The blood of Christ has been virtually done away with in theological
explanations of his blood as a tragedy that did not need to happen.
(3)
The deity of Christ (that he is God) into the teaching that Jesus was a
mere human being who was specially blessed of God or a man who
attained to more perfection that most men.
(4)
The depravity of man has been lessened to such a degree that man is
only the epitome of God’s creation and not a horrible, rotten sinner, a
worm, and nothing in God’s eyes.
(5)
A salvation that is attained by so-called good works and no need of
regeneration by the power of the Holy Spirit.
(6)
And this goes on and on.
4. World-wide evangelism and preaching substituted by social and political work.
a. Many churches are little more than political pundits.
b. Others are little more than a social organization out to help those who are
poor and needy but preach very little gospel or help believers grow up in the
Lord.
c. In other churches, entertainment has taken over the pulpits instead of the
verse-by-verse preaching and teaching of the word of God.
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