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Ge 18:19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his household
after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that
the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.

I. THE HOME IN THE NATURAL REALM - (1/1/2006) AM
A. The very word HOME brings with it a sense of fondness, a feeling of love and
assurance. The name touches our very souls and brings a memory and a feeling
that we can never forget. Nothing but death can break the spell of home.
B. But what is home? It is more than a mere collection of human beings dwelling
in the same house. It is more than a village or town. It is more than surface
feelings and fancies. We look for the meaning of home within the confines of our
human realities, not in our dreams or imaginations.
C. The home is more than a lion’s lair or an eagle’s nest. The home is more than
the caring for children and the making of money and the gathering together at
night for bed.
D. The home is a Christian institution. It is coeval and congenital with man. We
speak of animals having homes, but they do not in the true sense of the word
home. The word home is found 50 times in the Bible, and it always speaks of
human beings and not animals. Home is not only human; it is also Christian.
It is based upon the teachings of Moses and the word of God. The thoughts of
the Bible ring loud upon the many passages that have to do with parents,
children, love, caring, household, etc.
E. The basis of the home is identified in two realms: the physical and the moral.
It is only in the realm of the moral that we can experience the true value and
meaning of the home.
These two realms, the moral and the physical, are
intertwined together whereas one complements the other.
F. In the physical realm of the family we refer not only the total of the individual
sum of members in the family but also the unity of that sum of individual
members which gives the home its life, its character, its persuasion and
influence in the world.
G. In the moral realm of the family we refer to the union of the moral lives and
interests of each member of the family. This makes up the true family, despite
what the Socialists, the Mormons and the Woman’s Lib folks may say.
1. In the moral realm of the family, love is at its base. Without the moral
character of true family love, a family is just so many people living together
in one dwelling, and they may as well be of no blood relation, because this
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true, sincere, instinctive love for family is a part of nature which God has put
in our hearts. It brings us the true meaning of family. Without this we have
no real family.
2. This love is first experienced from the mother, who gently caresses her small
baby and nurtures her child with tender, loving care. This love is extended
from mother to father and then to siblings. It is a bond that is stronger than
death; it is superior to adversity and can stand steadfast in the face of a
selfish world.
3. This love guards the sick bed, challenges misfortune, and brings hunger and
famine to its knees, for it is stronger than any of these. When our world of
friends have turned their backs, or when we have left them behind for
change of location, or graduation or some other circumstance, we will always
turn back to home. It is the strongest bond known to man on a physical
level.
4. Even in a wicked home, children turn back to that home for their lasting
security. They will mimic father or mother even in their wickedness,
because that familial love is so grounded in our being that we have a natural
tendency to turn back to that institution of God, the family.
H. But the family has as its basis more than just love. Each has strong ties
together to other members of the family. The bondings occur as we grow
together in the family so that, when mother or father dies, or brother goes off to
war, or sister marries and moves on to her own life, this bond remains as a
stronghold to the human mind and heart.
1. As the soldier lies in the field of battle, he turns back to home for his fond
memories and his confidence, because he knows that his family is thinking
about him.
2. As a sibling (a brother or sister) goes off to a new married life, he or she will
depend upon the family bond to support him or her in the new venture in
life.
3. When father dies, the rest of the family draw close by his bedside and
promise to stay together and love one another and be faithful to the family
ties.
I. So with strong love and strong ties, the family is the stalwart of our existence,
and this physical family is extremely necessary to the character and strength
of a nation. Someone has said, “I stand here to say that if you settle
Christianity right in the home, it settles all questions everywhere. National life
never rises above the home life and never sinks below it.”1
J. Neither can church life rise above our home life. The kinds of homes we have

1

The Christian Home, George R. Stuart, D.D., Foundation Magazine, Nov-Dec. 2001,
http://www.fundamentalbiblechurch.org/Foundation/fbcthechristianhome.htm.
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determines what kind of church we have. Joshua said it well when he said, Jos
24:15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom
ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that [were] on the other
side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for
me and my house, we will serve the LORD.
K. "O, not the smile of other lands,
Though far and wide our feet may roam,
Can e’er untie the genial bands
That knit our hearts to home!"
L. Our nature demands home. It is woven into our very existence. The feelings
of home never wane or fade or disappear. The want of home and desire to at
least go back and visit the house where we used to live, where father and
mother were there with children all around, this haunts our very being as we
grow older. Truly, there is no place like home.
M. And this natural tendency toward home is innate to us as we are born in the
image of God. From the very being, Adam desired a mate. This is the feeling
of home. When the Lord made him a woman, he was complemented and made
complete.
N. The whole social fabric of life depends upon a good home life at its base.
Without it this or any nation will fall. Everyone knows that a child who does
not have the proper family structure tends to have social problems as he grows
into adulthood. He has no reference point for his life without a proper home,
without that strong and irrevokable love that comes from a true and sincere
home, without that moral fiber for his character building and his attitude
toward people at large.
O. But with a proper home background we can travel far distances from the
location of our home and still have that assurance and confidence that is
necessary for a structured and prosperous social life.
P. So, this is the physical realm of our home life. It is built into our nature to long
for familial love and memories of home. This love can satisfy us when nothing
else can. All the riches and luxuries in the world will pass fleetingly away, but
the love of our family will continue to bind itself to our hearts until death takes
us away from it.
Q. Oh, today, if our American leaders would know and understand the importance
of the Christian home, a home that is based upon the precepts of God’s holy
word! Oh, that our educators could see the importance of the home, not a village
or a town together working for the common good, but a blood-bond family
brought together with a man and woman married having children to love,
discipline, and teach the things of God!
R. If our homes in America fall apart, so will our nation. Let’s pray that God will
teach us anew of the preciousness and the necessity of a good home life. Let’s
also pray that God will renew in our homes the feeling of that deep-rooted love
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and need to have the same attitude that God had about Abraham. Let’s read it
again.
S. Ge 18:19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his household
after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment;
that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.
1. Parents, don’t forget that your children are watching you and mimicking
you.
2. If you lie, they will lie; if you steal, they will steal; if you are dishonest in
business, they will be dishonest in business.
T. Illustrations
1. A man said that, while he was in his study, he heard the whole family
laughing. He came out of his study to see his young son coming down the
stairs with his father’s clothes on. The vest dragged the floor as did his coat.
The hat came down on the little boy’s eyes, and the boy’s feet got lost in the
number 9 shoes of his father. The father said, “This is not a funny thing to
me. It is a very serious thing to me, because I realize that this boy wants to
be just like his father.” Our sons want to be like us. Our daughters usually
want to be like their mother, and most of the time they will take many traits
of their mothers.
2. A preacher once said about a little boy he met on visitation that he had a
very messed up head of hair. The mother explained that he got the scissors
and cut his hair. When asked why he did it, he said he wanted to be like his
dad. His dad was bald. Don’t take for granted that your children will not be
like you; they will be.
3. A boy watched his father all through his young years as he lived a holy and
righteous life. But when his father was on his deathbed, the son had a
question that had been bothering him for some time. So he went to his
father’s bedside and said to his father, “Father, I have a question for you
that I could not ask you before.” Here is the question he asked his father, “I
have seen you live a life of honesty and integrity before all of your sons and
daughters. Now that you are at death’s door, do you believe that it was
worth living such a righteous life?” His father answered as he brought a
huge smile to his face, “Son, I have been happy all my life in living a
righteous life. Now I am even happier now, because “I know whom I have
believed and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have
committed to him against that day.” From that day the boy had not a
shadow of a doubt about his father’s faith nor about his own. After being
elected to congress, this young man was sent some books by the infidel
Robert Ingersoll. When the boy saw what his congratulation gift was, he
simply picked up the books, carried them to the fireplace and put them in the
fire, and he watched them burn. This is the kind of influence home has on
our children and on our society. I am sure that some homes today need to be
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repaired. Our home life is more important than our business life. If our
children are not led and taught by us, they will choose someone else to be
their teacher. Sometimes those other teachers are not the honorable people
that we may think. They just may lead our children away from the things
of the Lord. Keep in touch with your children. Always be an example of the
believer, and remember that our children are always watching us, even
when they become adults and leave our houses, they are still watching.
Don’t let it be said that your son or daughter went astray because of a poor
example on your part. Be the example that your children need both in
physical, moral and spiritual things.
4. One more illustration before we close: A man took his two sons to the river
to swim. They got into the water and were swimming across the river. The
father decided that he should turn around and go back; but when they
turned around, they found that the current was strong against them, and the
boys were not strong enough to swim back against the current. The father
swam back, unable to help his sons, and they both perished. He cried, “I
took my boys out too far, and I couldn’t bring them back.” Don’t take your
sons out too far. Keep them close to home. Teach them and be an example
of the believer. You won’t be sorry. You may need today to repent for taking
your sons and daughters out too far, leading them in the world and not in
the Lord.
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II. THE HOME IN THE SPIRITUAL REALM - (1/1/2006) PM
A. What Is A Christian Home?
1. Only in the arena of Christianity can a real home be experienced.
2. Home to the humanist and to the savage is but a herding of people in a
particular way and near to bondage and slavery.
3. Even among the Jews many homes were not much better than the
Mahommedan harem.
4. Plato, the philosopher, did not learn from his enlightenment of a true home,
because he believed in polygamy (a man having many wives).
5. Other philosophers followed with their polygamy, which is to smack at the
true and religious aspects of marriage and relegate it to a simple
engagement of lustful partnerships.
6. Even today with Mormonism and Socialism, we have the same proposition
of marriage with polygamy, which ignores or denies Bible truth.
7. A Christian marriage is one is one in which a divine union is preserved in
honor, held sacred, and the woman is brought to her true high position in
society.
B. The Home Brought To A Spiritual Level
1. To the world, marriage is only a union of natural affection and temporal, or
even lustful, interests.
2. In a Christian home, the union of man and woman is brought together in a
spiritual level, with a supernatural faith, and it becomes a prefiguring or a
type of our heavenly home.
3. The Christian home is also a spiritual type of the church of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Eph 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is
the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.
a. The love of the family is unselfish and is sel-denying just as Jesus gave
himself for his people and for his church.
b. Children are an heritage of the LordPs 127:3 Lo, children [are] an
heritage of the LORD: [and] the fruit of the womb [is his] reward.
c. Someone has said that “the Christian family is the vestibule of the
church.” This is not too far from the truth, because what you are in your
family you will bring to the church, and the ministry of the church will
reflect the nature and character of the families who are members of the
church.
4. The Christian home is a partnership of the spiritual as well as the natural
life. The Christian home benefits no only from the union of two good and
moral people, but it also benefits from those spiritual concerns that are a
part of a true Christian home through salvation and through a desire to
please God in life.
5. God has joined the Christian family together by his grace and leads both the
saved husband and wife by his Spirit. Therefore, with spiritual mindedness
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and full hope immortality, both husband and wife will go along their lives
with a union of spirit that is guided by the very Spirit of God and will be a
strong influence on their children.
6. Therefore, what God has joined together, let not man put asunder. This
union is vital and spiritual and right in God’s eyes. God has sanctioned it,
and it is good for both spouses and for children who grow up under that
influence. Many abuse the idea of marriage and family when they deny the
spiritual significance in marriage and think of it only on the level of the
carnal and natural affections of individuals.
7. The Christian family comes to its fullest fruition in the church of the Lord
Jesus Christ. This is where the family blossoms; it is where the family has
its roots and its security. The church is where the family continues to learn
of God’s word and practices the things that they believe.
a. Church attendance is necessary for a pure Christian home. Every service
should be attended. Many families do not learn spiritual discipline,
because they attend church on Sunday morning alone. Families do their
children a disservice when they stay home on Sunday and Wednesday
nights. They teach their children that their church is not so important
after all.
b. Baptism is important to every member of a family who has been born
again by God’s grace. This should be encouraged, since Jesus was
baptized for our example of righteousness.
c. The whole family should be involved in some way in the church. Many
things need to be done in church, and there are few volunteers for the
work. Until individuals in the church get involved in working in the
church, they will not see the need of church and its vital importance in
their own lives as well as to the structure of the family.
d. Through the church our young men are called to the ministry, our
missionaries are called to the mission fields, men grow up to love the
Lord and to be stalwarts in the churches of the Lord. Women become
part of the strong foundation of people in the church, which keeps the
church going for many years to come.
e. In our day, public education has become more important than the church.
Education is needed and is good, but it cannot and will not bring spiritual
growth to our children. They must learn the value of their church and
the value of the fellowship of believers in the church.
8. The Christian family is a religious institution
a. The family is the oldest institution in the world.
b. Before Abraham tithed to Melchizedek, before Israel was delivered from
Egypt and built a tabernacle of witness, before Israel went into the
promised land and built a temple in which to worship their God, Adam
had already been the priest of his home and was already offering
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sacrifices unto the Lord.
c. There was an altar in the family before there was an altar in the outer
court of the tabernacle.
d. There was an offering to Jehovah in the family before there was an
offering on the altar in the temple.
e. So, the family is a religious institution. It must, then, involve Christian
beliefs and Christian behaviors and Christ attitudes. It must be a part
of the Lord’s institution, the church, before it can truly be called a
Christian home.
9. The Christian home is for instruction
a. Let’s look at Abraham’s home: Ge 18:19 For I know him, that he will
command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep
the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may
bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.
b. Let’s look at Joshua’s home: Jos 24:15 And if it seem evil unto you to
serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods
which your fathers served that [were] on the other side of the flood, or the
gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house,
we will serve the LORD.
c. Let’s look at Job’s home: Job 1:5 And it was so, when the days of [their]
feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up
early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings [according] to the
number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and
cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually.
d. Let’s look at the home of Cornelius: Ac 10:2 [A] devout [man], and one
that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people,
and prayed to God alway.
e. These people strongly influenced and trained their children in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord. This is a matter of discipline.
f. Notice the promises of discipline in the home:
(1) Pr 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old,
he will not depart from it.
(2) Pr 13:24 He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth
him chasteneth him betimes. This does not mean child abuse, beating
a child out of hatred and jealousy. This means to make the child obey
and to respect authority and to learn from the Lord.
(3) Deut. 6:6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be
in thine heart 7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when
thou risest up.
10. A home may experience and enjoy the deepest of the natural affections that
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anyone can offer. It may experience and enjoy the benefits of hard work, the
tenderness of familial love, the fruit of industry and of common interest. But
if a home is not tied together with spiritual interests and hopes, then that
home has not experienced the deepest and holiest significance of their home.
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III.THE PURPOSE OF THE CHRISTIAN HOME - (1/8/2006) AM
A. The Physical Well-being Of the Family
1. 1 Tim. 5:8 But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his
own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an inf idel.
2. It is said in 2 Sam 6:20 that David returned to bless his house. We should
not forget the physical needs of our families.
3. Everyone needs shelter, so a home should be provided for the family.
4. To not provide for the physical needs of the dependents in a family is to
break the laws of nature and also the legal system of our country.
5. Children are in a state of helplessness to one degree or another as long as
they are not on their own and providing for themselves. Infants are
especially helpless and need much care as they grow. It is a crime and a sin
to neglect these little ones.
6. Mr 9:42 And whosoever shall offend one of [these] little ones that believe in
me, it is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he
were cast into the sea.
7. Child abuse is worse today than it has ever been in our country.
8. The respect for life and for the care of our children is at an all-time low.
9. The Department of Health and Human Services released a survey
estimating that child abuse and neglect in the United States nearly doubled
during the seven years between 1986 and 1993.2
B. The Intellectual Well-being Of the Family
1. Parents are to train their children in the ways of wisdom, helping them to
become worthwhile citizens of the society, teaching them to be honest,
respectful and truthful in business and in relationships with others.
2. Parents are to train their children in management, teaching them to handle
their money with care and to manage their lives in an orderly fashion.
3. Otherwise, parents can and do become slaves to their children. The children
will grow up expecting that parents will lie for them, pay their way out of
trouble, and even pay others to help to break the law, or whatever it takes
to get the child out of his predicament.
4. Parents should also train their children to read and write and to guide their
minds toward good reading material and healthy exposure to all media.
5. Certain things should be kept out of the house. Certain TV programs should
be forbidden; certain books should be forbidden; certain games should be
forbidden; and activities other than video games and TV should be
encouraged.
6. We should teach our children all that we can concerning character and
attitude, to avoid anger and to get along with others. This can be done by

2

http://www.prevent-abuse-now.com/stats.htm#Increase
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our own example.1Ti 4:12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an
example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in
faith, in purity.
7. Ro 12:18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all
men.
8. Teach your children all the math you know, all the grammar you know, all
the speech you know, all the politics you know, all the knowledge you can.
If you don’t, I guarantee there will be someone out there who will be more
than happy to teach your children their philosophy and worldly wisdom that
may eventually break your family apart.
9. Then, learn things along with your children. Learn together as a family. No
one knows everything!
C. The Spiritual Well-being of the Family
1. The family is an emblem of the church and of heaven.
2. The Christian home is a spiritual nursery, and therefore should supply the
spiritual needs and wants of every member.
3. First, preach the Gospel in the home.
a. No home is a true and spiritual home unless the Gospel is preached much
and often. No one should tire of hearing that precious story of the cross
of Jesus Christ, where he died for our sins, paid our hell punishment, and
arose from the dead victorious over the grave, hell, and everything the
Devil may do against us.
b. Lead your children to the Savior. Tell them often of his beauty, his
righteousness, his perfect life, his caring for others, his willingness to die
for us and shed his precious blood to save us.
c. “Tell me the old, old story of unseen things above. Of Jesus and his glory,
Of Jesus and his love; Tell me the story simply, As to a little child. For I
am weak and weary, and helpless and defiled.”
4. Second, teach them the doctrines of the Bible.
a. Teach your children the doctrines of salvation, conversion, regeneration,
holiness, sanctification, heaven, hell, demons, the Holy Spirit, of Jesus
Christ, God the Father, the Trinity, the Second Coming, about the
inspiration of the Bible, and about the assurance we have in our faith in
Jesus Christ.
b. These will strengthen the child, and the child will grow up to appreciate
the doctrine in a practical way as he trusts in them for his security and
for his course in life.
c. Thus, we can make available to the churches of the Lord Jesus Christ
young men and women who will be prepared to be teachers, preachers,
missionaries, deacons, trustees, etc.
D. The Moral Well-being of the Family
1. Moral Definition
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a. This, of course, is taken up within the spiritual well-being of a family, but
here we notice the moral aspect of that part of spiritual training.
b. Spiritual well-being implies moral well-being.
c. With morality a matter of flippant and subjective interpretation today,
who knows any more what is moral and what is not?
d. Our children are taught in many schools a situational ethics which
teaches them that things are wrong or right depending on the situation,
that there is no such thing as a pure right and a pure wrong. We must
interpret the situation to know whether it is right or wrong.
e. Isa 5:20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put
darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and
sweet for bitter!
f. Ex 15:26 And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the
LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give
ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of
these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I
[am] the LORD that healeth thee.
g. De 13:18 When thou shalt hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, to
keep all his commandments which I command thee this day, to do [that
which is] right in the eyes of the LORD thy God.
h. What is right? That which is correct in the sight of the Lord.
i. The Bible is right – its words are eternal; its message is flawless; God is
its author. This should be our guidebook for life.
2. Moral Reproduction
a. Moral definition is not enough. We must do more than tell our children
to do right. We must do more than send our children to church. We must
reproduce morality in our families to our children and grandchildren
through practice.
b. Gal. 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap. 8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of
the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the
Spirit reap life everlasting. 9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for
in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.
c. Ex 20:5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I
the LORD thy God [am] a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children unto the third and fourth [generation] of them that hate
me;
d. Just as iniquity passes from one generation to the next, so does morality.
The morality of the fathers passes to the children, and their children for
generations to come; and when iniquity interrupts that continual passing
along of morality, society suffers.
e. So, we must remember that what we do and how we conduct ourselves
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and the attitude we have will be passed on to our children and their
children. This is a great responsibility for parents.
f. We heathenize our homes by the absence of spiritual and moral character
and practice.
E. The Qualification To Carry Out The Purpose of the Home
1. Be not unequally yoked together
a. 2 Cor. 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with darkness?
b. 1 Pet. 3:7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with [them] according to
knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as
being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.
c. Mr 3:25 And if a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand.
d. If one parent pulls toward Heaven and the other toward Hell, there will
be a halting between Baal and God.
e. Read 2 Cor. 6:14-18
2. Do not spend so much time in society
a. Parents today seem to think that they need much time alone exercising
their right to be adults, going to events and visiting places and people
without their children.
b. Parents many times think it best to raise their children from infants until
they are a few months old and then turn them over to nurses and nannies
so that the mother and father can spend more time in social
entertainment.
c. Necessity is a different thing. If it is necessary, that is one thing; if it is
not, that is quite another.
d. We should all love the society of our home above all the social
entertainments of the world. We should see and understand the
responsibility that God has given us as parents to raise our children in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. This cannot be done in a daycare or a nursery.
e. "The mother in her office, holds the key
Of the soul; and she it is who stamps the coin
Of character, and makes the being who would be a savage
But for her cares, a Christian man!"
f. Not only do we heathenize our children by giving them to others to raise,
but we pay others to heathenize them.
g. If we train our children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord and
they are saved by his marvelous grace, then we will be consoled if they
should leave us in death with the assurance that we will again see them
in Heaven.
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IV. RELIGION IN THE HOME - (1/8/2006) PM
"Lo! where yon cottage whitens through the green,
The loveliest feature of a matchless scene;
Beneath its shading elm, with pious fear,
An aged mother draws her children near,
While from the Holy Word, with earnest air,
She teaches them the privilege of prayer.
Look! how their infant eyes with rapture speak;
Mark the flushed lily on the dimpled cheek;
Their hearts are filled with gratitude and love,
Their hopes are centered in a world above!"
A. Everyone needs a personal and individual religion, a personal faith in Jesus
Christ and a personal service to God.
B. But in the home there is a HOME religion, one that is indigenous to the home,
not an exotic religion. It is a religion within the family itself, one that pervades
the entire home with conviction and is practical to each member.
C. This religion was in the Garden of Eden, in the tent of Abraham, in the house
of Moses, in the service of Joshua, and in the offerings of Job.
D. 2 Tim. 1:5 When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which
dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded
that in thee also.
E. Read Deut. 6:4-7
F. By and large today, that which is called “the family altar” has almost
disappeared. Just as the great altar of God on Mt. Carmel once challenged the
gods of Baal and is now demolished, so the family altar today is demolished
from our society on a very large scale.
1. We must, first, have the inclination to have family devotions. We must be
persuaded that it is our privilege and duty to teach our children the things
of the Lord. We must be bent toward that tendency. We must have the
proclivity and desire to see our children religiously trained in Christian
principles.
2. Then, second, we must make the time to have family devotions. Whether
that time is a regularly scheduled time, or whether that time is at random
once a day, any amount of religious training is very profitable to the home.
3. De 4:9 Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou
forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy
heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons’ sons;
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4.

G.

H.

I.

J.

I can remember my mother, not every day but often, taking the Bible in her
lap and calling us children around her. She would then read mainly from
the book of Proverbs to instill wisdom in us. That left an indelible
impression upon me, my mind and my heart.
Family Religion Includes
1. Bible reading and instruction
2. Family prayer
3. Religious education – We happened to be Baptist, and that is what I taught
my children.
4. Government – Our responsibility to our civil government (Romans 13) and
instruction on church government, since that is where much error is
detected.
5. Discipline – To our parents, to government as our God-given rulers, to those
in authority over us in society, and in church.
6. 1 Tim. 3:15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to
behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the
pillar and ground of the truth.
7. Example – 1 Tim. 4:12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an
example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in
faith, in purity.
We Can Teach These Things By Pictures / Objects
1. We can make learning about the Lord interesting and fun, if that is needed;
but at the same time, we must be sure our children understand the
seriousness of our religion–our Bible religion.
2. Coloring books
3. Object lessons
4. Chalk drawings
5. Acting out certain portions of scripture
6. Playing Bible games
7. Memorizing is fun to young children
8. Singing of songs is very instructive
There Should Also Be A Show of Charity
1. We know that this word Charity means “love.”
2. We must teach our children to tithe and give offerings.
3. I do not believe a child should necessarily give money to the church until he
begins to earn money himself. But he must understand that a portion of
what God allows him to earn belongs to God for the furtherance of the
Gospel of Christ and teaching of the things of God in the churches.
Home Religion Should Be A Reproducing Religion
1. Family religion is for the home, but it must reach outside the borders of the
home itself.
2. We must be benevolent to others.
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a. To the poor, sick and distressed – 1 Cor. 16:2 Upon the first [day] of the
week let every one of you lay by him in store, as [God] hath prospered him,
that there be no gatherings when I come.
b. Php 2:4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the
things of others.
K. Family Religion Is A Matter of the Soul
1. Is it more important to teach a child to dance or to pray?
2. Is it more important to teach a child entertainment or godly service?
3. Is it more important to teach a child the excitement of a ball game or the
wonder of worship in God’s house?
4. This is all done in the home.
5. And the religion of the home is an inclusive faith and action. It is shared
by all, practiced by all, and influenced by all in the family.
a. 1 Cor. 7:16 For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save [thy]
husband? or how knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save [thy]
wife?
b. One member of the family has a direct effect upon the other members of
the family. They stimulate each other toward salvation or ruin.
L. Family Religion Should Begin While The Children Are Young
1. Too many times has a couple raised their children with no family religious
education, and the children have grown up to be involved in destructive sin.
2. Then the parents attempt to correct their ignorance or their negligence by
sending their child to Christian Camp or to a revival meeting or to a pastor
for counseling to correct a problem in a few hours or days that took many
years to develop.
3. God can and will sometimes intercede in these sinful lives and save that
soul. Without salvation and the religious training of the home, the child
will continue to go back into sin time and time again.
M. What If Someone Visited Your Home For a Week?
1. Would they say as Abraham said to Abimelech, “Surely the fear of God is
not in this place”?
2. It is not too late to begin working on a Christian Home. Some here today
are young and have a lot of time to develop that home with God’s help.
3. Others, whose children are grown, may have the same opportunities; but we
can all begin to pray for our families, our children and grandchildren, and
be an example to them and begin to speak to them about spiritual things.
4. We may not know what joy can come even at this late date when we turn
the situation over to God and his Son, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit to
bring happiness, confidence and joy of being a believer in Jesus Christ.
5. Perhaps you are here today and have never trusted the Lord as your Savior.
Then, if you can and will trust him today with your whole heart, he will
change you; and that will change your family. May it be so, and may God
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give us wonderful, Christian, Baptist families as a grand emblem of the
home we are expecting when we leave this earth to go to Heaven.

____________________________________________________________________________________
The Christian Home - By Pastor Ronnie Wolfe
Page 19

V. THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE HOME (1/15/2006) AM - 1 Cor. 4:2
A. Introductory Thoughts
1. Just as Eliezer in Abraham’s house and Joseph in Potiphar’s house, every
steward is expected to be faithful in the execution of his duties in regard to
the rules and wishes of his master.
2. The home is a stewardship. The parents are stewards of God, and parents
are expected by God to execute their stewardship with faithfulness.
3. The authority of a steward is delegated by his master. He has no other
authority than that, and God is our Master in the home.
4. God has entrusted every home with the bodies and souls of children, and
the only authority that the parents have over those in whom they are
entrusted is the authority from God.
5. Therefore, the parents do not have the independent discretion to raise their
children as they want but as God commands. Children are an heritage of
the Lord (Psalm 127:3).
B. As stewards we are to be faithful in every aspect of that position. There must,
first, be a personal and honorable relationship between the steward and his
Master. Therefore, it is our duty as parents to keep ourselves in constant
fellowship with God through prayer, Bible study and Christian duties.
1. As parents, we are to be constantly aware and work toward the better
welfare of our children.
2. Every mother should count it a heavenly privilege to tenderly nurse the
infant child and to care for that child for a number of years.
3. In so doing, the mother polishes, as it were, a precious gem to bring
pleasure to herself, her husband and her Master.
4. So, it is not only a privilege to the mother and father to bring up this child
correctly; it is also to the glory and honor of God, their Master.
5. Luke 12:43 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall
find so doing. 44 Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler
over all that he hath. 45 But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord
delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens,
and to eat and drink, and to be drunken; 46 The lord of that servant will
come in a day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is not
aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with
the unbelievers. 47 And that servant, which knew his lord’s will, and
prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with
many stripes.
C. Secondly, there must be an assumption and a knowledge that the parent’s
stewardship is a tributary of the glory of God.
1. We are in the business of bringing glory to God and of manifesting that
glory in our lives, showing forth the wonderful grace of God to the world as
a light.
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2.

We can do this, in part, through our children. They are ambassadors to the
world of the kind of parents we are; their reputation follows our own and
glorifies God only to the extent that we have been good stewards of our
children and have raised them up in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord.
3. We cannot show God’s glory to the world as a witness if we build up for our
children needless pleasures and luxuries. These are only fleeting fancies
of the world and have no solidity or foundation for the spiritual good of the
child.
4. Mr 8:37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
5. Will you trade your child’s soul for money? fame? popularity? position?
6. Remember that the prodigal son “wasted his goods on riotous living,” but he
found no comfort in these things. His comfort was found only at home
among the spiritual influence of his father.
7. We must allow the glory of God to shine through our families and let the
world know that we love the Lord Jesus Christ and are willing to serve him
with our whole heart and life.
D. Thirdly, The Accountability of our Stewardship
1. Read Matt. 25:14-30 – Parable of the Talents
a. Verse 14-18 - The Talents Given
(1) The traveler going into a far country is symbolic of our Lord going
back to heaven when he resurrected, leaving us behind with command
to do “whatsoever I command you.”
(2) One man was given five talents, another two. These both invested
their talents just as we should invest our children. We make our
children better by investing their lives in the Lord’s work,
encouraging them to be preachers, Sunday School teachers,
evangelists, missionaries, honest with the dealings, cordial,
hospitable, and zealous of good work.
(3) To one man was given only one talent. He took this talent and hid it
so nothing would happen to it. Many parents do this with their
children by hiding them in the world and darkening their lives with
the things of the world so their light will not shine so that others may
see and glorify the Father which is in heaven.
b. Verse 19 - The Accountability
(1) This verse tells us that a time of accounting came to these stewards
of the Lord’s goods. This time will be when Jesus returns, and he will
not delay his coming.
(2) Many people do not understand that there will be a day of judgment,
but the Bible is very clear about this.
(3) Mt 11:22 But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and
Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you.
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(a) There is an appointed day of judgment, so we must plan and
prepare for that day.
(b) Ac 17:31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will
judge the world in righteousness by [that] man whom he hath
ordained; [whereof] he hath given assurance unto all [men], in that
he hath raised him from the dead.
E. Fourthly, The Responsibility of our Stewardship
1. The Amount of Responsibility
a. Luke 12:48b - For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much
required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask
the more.
b. God will make us accountable of our achievements according to our own
ability.
c. Where God gives a command, he always gives the wisdom and power to
obey that command.
2. The Kind of Responsibility
a. Each family is responsible for the influence that it exerts upon each
member of that family that God has given.
(1) Sometimes this influence is negative. The influence upon the family
from the parents many times is the influence of evil. Parents live for
mammon or for fleshly enjoyment. Thus, the children will go through
life with this negative influence and will eventually have the same
mind-set as the parents, that of worldliness and self-indulgence.
(2) Sometimes this influence is positive. When the parents influence
upon the children their love for Jesus Christ, their interest in
spiritual things and in the Bible, the children will remember this
influence and will be better prepared to receive the Gospel when it is
heard. At least there will be a recognition of the Gospel message, and
it will not be a totally foreign message to them.
b. Each family is responsible for the correction of the mistakes and sins
that are committed by our children.
(1) Many times little wrongs are overlooked and winked at as our
children grow to adulthood.
(2) Parents do not turn their children away from worldly enjoyments but
allow them many times to be involved in many kinds of questionable
activities.
(3) A great temptation is there to allow our children to enjoy worldly
things, not realizing that later these worldly, even sinful practices
may bring them to the brink of despair as they grow into more and
more serious sins.
(4) We cannot wink at or condone the sins of our children. We must
correct them and continually teach them, turning them away from the
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3.

4.

wrong way and leading them to the right path.
(5) Will the blood of our children be on our hands as parents if we neglect
to raise them as we should? Will not God hold us personally
responsible for those sins that our children commit because of our own
influence as example or our negligence to correct that sin?
c. But each child will be personally responsible ultimately for his sins.
(1) De 24:16 The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither
shall the children be put to death for the fathers: every man shall be
put to death for his own sin.
(2) Our sin will be that of neglect and influence, but the actual sins
committed by our children are on their own shoulders.
(3) Ro 2:6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds:
The Effects of our Responsibility Upon the Child
a. 2 Co 2:16 To the one [we are] the savour of death unto death; and to the
other the savour of life unto life. And who [is] sufficient for these things?
b. Our dedication to be responsible to God as it relates to our children will
have one of two effects:
(1) It will be a savour of death unto death
(a) Jer 43:11 And when he cometh, he (Nebuchadnezzar) shall smite
the land of Egypt, [and deliver] such [as are] for death to death;
and such [as are] for captivity to captivity; and such [as are] for the
sword to the sword.
(b) When the Lord comes, he will issue judgment according to his own
purpose and plan.
(c) Upon those who deserve death, there will be death, and the
message we have given our children through our influence may
very well be a smell of death, for they will heed our warnings and
learn our teachings.
(d) These are ones who are appointed, because of their sin, to death
eternal.
(2) It will be a savour of life unto life
(a) Pr 3:18 She (wisdom) [is] a tree of life to them that lay hold upon
her: and happy [is every one] that retaineth her.
(b) Our influence may very well be a savour of life unto life to our
children. Our hope is that they will all trust in the Lord, repent of
their sins, and become the children of God and have everlasting
life.
Conclusion Upon These Remarks
a. The day when the Lord will judge us all is nearer than we can even
imagine.
b. 1 Th 5:2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh
as a thief in the night.
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c. If we are going to do anything for our children, we must do it now.
d. Salvation by grace in the life of each and every member of a family will
make that family one that is pleasing in the sight of the Lord and one
that is a benefit to both parents and children.
e. May God give us godly families, families that will honor his name and
bring glory to the Lord in the churches of the Lord Jesus Christ.
f. Pray for our families. Pray for our parental influence upon our children.
g. God is gracious who will perform what he says.
h. 1Th 5:24 Faithful [is] he that calleth you, who also will do [it].
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VI. THE BIBLE IN THE HOME - 1/15/2006 PM
A. The Position of the Bible in the Home
1. Isa 8:20 To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this
word, [it is] because [there is] no light in them.
2. The Bible has been touted as the greatest book ever written, and certainly
it is. It has been praised by politicians, deists, and poets, and even by
infidels and scientists as the greatest literary work the world has ever
know.
3. What priority, then, should this precious book have in the home? Should
it not be the most used, the most read, the most quoted and the most loved
of all the books that come into the home?
4. In many public schools it is not even allowed in the libraries of our
Christian land. That is so sad. It cannot be quoted in school assignments
in many places and is maligned and censored to the extent that many
students have the Bible eliminated from their lives both in the schools and
in their homes.
5. We need a revival of the old blessed book. We need to set aside a time every
day to read it, and we need to believe it. It has more credibility than all of
the miracles that will ever be performed. It has more trustworthy
instruction than the best science books and the best literary books ever
written.
6. The Bible should take first place in our reading every day. Before you read
that novel, read the real book. Before you read your lessons for school, read
the real book. Before you look at the newspaper, read the good book.
B. The Power of the Bible in the Home
1. The Bible is like a glue to the family. It will lead each member of the family
to a unified belief in God and his word. It will bring them closer together
in love and devotion. It will be a memory for all of the years of your life.
You’ve heard that the family that prays together stays together, but it is
also true that the family that reads together leads together.
2. A Bible-reading family will be leaders in the community. They will take
their convictions into the community and shine a light of righteousness in
the neighborhood; and if there are other families who read their Bibles, they
will have the same convictions, and they will build a strong community with
righteous goals and a moral base.
3. The true moral base of any community comes from the Bible. When the
mores of a society are built upon God’s word, there will be less crime and
more peace.
4. Pr 16:7 When a man’s ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies
to be at peace with him.
5. The power in a Bible-reading home is a spiritual power, and that power will
last for generations.
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6.

We all need this power in our homes whether we are young or whether we
have already raised our children and are retired. This book will make the
difference between a good and a bad day.
C. The Perversion of the Bible in the Home
1. Perversion In Neglect
a. The Bible is the most purchased book in the world, and yet it is the most
neglected of all books.
b. It is "the most widely known book in the English-speaking world . . . No
one in the English-speaking world can be considered literate without a
basic knowledge of the Bible" (E.D. Hirsch, Jr., Joseph F. Kett and James
Trefil, The Dictionary of Cultural Literacy, Houghton Mifflin Company,
Boston, 1988, p. 1.)
c. In other countries, a basic understand of the Bible is needed for an
understanding of the English language, because so many phrases and
words are used in society that they need to know the background of the
meaning. For example, one may mention the “wisdom of Solomon,” or the
conflict between “David and Goliath.” These things are necessary for a
basic understanding of English.
d. We cannot neglect such a precious book. Even our founding fathers
found a great help in the words of scripture for their writings. They used
the word God many times in their writings as well as words like grace,
love, justice, judgment of God, etc. So, to have a basic understanding of
our own country’s makeup, one must know the scriptures.
e. I learned years ago when I used to shop for used cameras that it is not
good to buy a camera that had not been used regularly. I have had
people to tell me that “there is not a scratch on it, because I have not used
it much.” This sounds good on the surface, but it is not good. If a camera
is not used, the parts will begin to stick and will not work properly after
sitting around for years without use. If a Bible is not used, it is of little
value to the owner; and if someone buys the Bible from the owner, it does
not take long to realize whether or not the book has been used a lot.
2. Perversion in Misquotes and Mishandling
a. There are many people who think that the Bible says, “Every tub shall sit
on its own bottom.” Some think it says, “Cleanliness is next to godliness,”
and there are many more misquotes. When we quote the word of God, we
should do our best to be as exact as possible, since it is the word of God
and not just another book. To give a paraphrase is not good enough in
many cases. It must be a word-for-word quote to be understood properly,
lest we pervert the word of God.
b. Then there are the people who use the Bible as an ornament on a table
or on some display in the home. This may look pretty or may even give
feelings of reminiscence and feelings of assurance that we have some
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connection with God and his word, but this is not enough. To have a
Bible on the coffee table or beside the bed is not enough. We must open
the book for its good and its blessing from God. We must read it intently
and consistently.
c. Some use the Bible only for a family tree. When someone asks if there is
a family Bible, it is usually for genealogical use, for a list of family
names. This is a good thing for those who study family trees, but this is
not the only reason for the Bible. I am always encouraged when I see a
Bible that has been well worn from handling, because that is an
indication that people have actually been using the Bible.
3. Perversion in Versions of the Bible
a. There are many English translations of the Bible, but the only one that
is really reliable and can be trusted is the King James Version. You ask
me why. Well, it is because this version of the Bible was translated from
what is known as the common text or the received text of the Bible, the
text that was used throughout generations to make the Greek texts and
to translate into other languages.
b. Most of the modern translations of the Bible are translated from a new
line of texts called the Alexandrian texts. These were discovered in the
19th century and were different and incomplete in many places from the
received text; but scholars thought that, because they were old, they were
the best texts.
c. But these texts differ from the received texts in something under 3,000
places. Many verses and portions of scripture are completely omitted in
the newly found texts. This can do nothing but cause skepticism in the
minds of the readers.
d. Not only so, but the King James Version, which has been revised for
spelling and punctuation about five times, is still the same as the
received text, and it has a lasting consistency in content and beauty.
e. We have been using the KJV for almost 400 years from its original
translation, and the 1749 edition which most of us have has been used
since that date, and that is going on 300 years.
f. Many, many people have been saved and brought into the churches of the
Lord as a result of the preaching of the KJV. Since the introduction of
the new versions of the Bible, doctrine has taken on a modern tint, and
it allows for much skepticism as to the validity of the scriptures as well
as the stories that the scriptures tell us.
g. So, for these and other reasons, the KJV should be the one version that
you use in your family. I would not purchase any other version of the
Bible.
h.
D. Conclusion
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1.

A drop of balm from this rich store
Hath healed the broken heart once more.
Like angels round a dying bed,
Its truths its heavenly radiance shed.
And hovering on celestial wings
Breathe music from unnumbered strings. (Copied)
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VII. INFANTS IN THE HOME Isaiah 49:15 (Jan 22, 2006 AM)
A. Precious and Changing the Home Forever
1. Isa 49:15 Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have
compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget
thee.
2. When a couple is first married, there are only the two of them. They live
together, just the two, for a while. Then the “little surprise” comes along,
and their lives change forever. There are no long two but three in the home.
3. These little infants, the first time they look into our faces with their
complete trust and dependence on us is one of the gentlest and most
memorable events of our lives.
4. At once we realize that someone depends upon us completely, and we should
feel that strong responsibility of training this child, loving this child, and
giving to this child our time, our money, our lives, as it were, at least for a
time.
5. These little ones are not so much garbage to be dealt with. They are not
decisions; they are real people. We do not have a choice as to whether they
should live or die. They are little humans (fetuses) that are just as much a
viable person as you or I.
6. We must take this responsibility very seriously as Christians. We must
realize that God will help us through this wonderful journey of raising our
children.
7. Psalm 46:1 says, God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble.
8. And don’t we feel that we have trouble when that little helpless thing comes
into our homes!
9. They are precious, and they change our lives forever. This is for the good,
because the Lord tells us in Hebrews 13:4 that “marriage is honorable in
all.”
10. Ps 127:3 Lo, children [are] an heritage of the LORD: [and] the fruit of the
womb [is his] reward.
B. Infants Bring Out The Best and Worst In Us
1. When we are enjoying our children, they can bring out our best character
and nature; but when they are disobedient or upset, they can challenge our
Christianity to say the least.
2. In these times, we do not put a very high value on our children. When we
are upset with them or tired of them, we lower our expectations of them and
tend to push them off to the side.
3. ILLUSTRATION: A missionary was traveling down the river, and he saw
a little child come down to the river and the child was eaten by an alligator.
He was not close enough to save the child, but he went to the bank of the
river, got out of the boat, and went up the hill to a little hut where there
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was a woman and many children. He told the woman that there was a little
child that came down to the river, and an alligator ate him. The woman did
not seem to be too upset but said, “I knew something was going with those
children.”
4. Sometimes we have little value on our children, and that is when we get in
trouble.
5. Since the 1920's there has been a philosophy that children are not viable
human beings until they are at least six months old and that they could be
“aborted” during that time. This has revived in our own generation and
may one day be a law.
6. When children are not loved, cherished and cared for, they become like so
much garbage, and this brings out the worst in us.
7. Abortion, whether it is in the womb or during this six months of birth, is
murder; and it should be treated as such. We have lost several generations
of children by way of abortion, and God hates it. To kill a baby is no
different from killing an adult. It is murder.
8. I understand that in the state of Washington this week the state
government passed a law that anyone over 18 years of age who is expected
to die within six months can purchase pills to kill himself legally. Before
it is over, the elitists of our day may be able to rid this country of any person
that they think are not worthy to live. What a world we live in!
9. If our children grow up to be famous or rich or, for the Christian, becomes
a preacher, a missionary, or a deacon, we thank God for it, and we are
proud of this, which we should be.
10. But if our children become a burden to us either through sickness or in
some other way, we lessen their value many times. But one is just as
valuable as another in God’s eyes. They are ALL a heritage of the Lord.
C. We See In Our Infants What We Want In Ourselves
1. We see innocence.
a. This is the innocence that we all want in our own lives. We all want to
be innocent of sin; we want to be perfect before God. We want God to see
us as “not guilty” before the court of Heaven. We cannot see this in
ourselves, but we can come near it in our infant children.
2. We see beauty
a. Look at those little hands–how beautiful! Look at those perfectly formed
feet–how beautiful.
b. When our first son was born, the only thing I noticed (besides that he was
pretty ugly) was that he had all of his fingers and toes. I was so thankful
for that.
c. This beauty is enhanced by the fact that the child is made up of both
mother and father, and you begin to look for the maternal and paternal
likenesses. This is beautiful in itself.
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3.

4.

5.

d. To see these little ones grow day after day and learn little things along
as they get older is another kind of beauty. Their first step, their first
word, their first expression of surprise or joy or laughter are beautiful.
e. "As the dewy morning is more beautiful than the perfect day; as the
opening bud is more lovely than the full blown flower, so is the joyous
dawn of infant life more interesting than the calm monotony of riper
years."
We see helplessness
a. These little ones depend on us for every little thing. We must feed them
and dress them and bathe them and talk to them and teach them
everything. Their little ears eyes are looking for and listening for every
syllable, for every movement, every wink of the eye, every twitch of the
nose.
b. Hopefully we can see our own helplessness before the Lord of Heaven
when we see these little ones depending on us for literally everything.
c. Much care must be given to these little ones, just as we as God’s children
need much care. Ac 17:28 For in him we live, and move, and have our
being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his
offspring.
We see faith
a. Mt 18:6 But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in
me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck,
and [that] he were drowned in the depth of the sea.
b. Our little infant sons and daughters know no better than to trust in us
and in their Creator, God.
c. They believe in everything we do, and they believe every word that we
say. Therefore, we should be aware of this and be careful not to teach
them the wrong way.
We see salvation
a. When we look at our infants, we know from scripture that we do not need
to baptize them into the Kingdom of God. We need not christen them or
have them specially blessed in order for them to be safe.
b. We know that these little ones are safe in the arms of Jesus; and
although I do not understand everything about how God works this out,
I do know that none of our little children will go to Hell.
c. Mr 10:14 But when Jesus saw [it], he was much displeased, and said
unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not:
for of such is the kingdom of God.
d. Mt 18:3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.
e. This faith in our children is not a saving faith as we need as adults, but
it is a dependent faith, a faith without knowledge, and yet a faith that
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secures their eternal destiny through the redemptive work of Jesus
Christ.
f. Joh 9:41 Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin:
but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth.
g. Mentally our children are blind; therefore, they have no sin to their
charge. When they are old enough to see, or to be knowledgeable of what
they do, then they become guilty before God.
h. Isn’t it a wonderful consolation to know that our infants are safe from the
destruction of God’s judgment? But we must teach them the ways of the
Lord, because one day they become guilty before God; they understand
that they are sinners. It is then that they must have saving faith in
Jesus Christ.
D. We See In Our Children The Hope of Tomorrow
1. It is to the next generation that we will leave the hope or despair of this
present generation.
2. Our children are our deposit into the savings account of the future. They
will, if we have trained them aright, accrue interest well deserved and will
give to the next generation the hopes and dreams that resided in our
forefathers as they laid down the principles of our government and in our
individual lives.
3. Our children will make or break our future. They are our investment in the
coming years if our Lord delays his coming.
4. Someone said, “It is the man in a state of involution. It is the undeveloped
man. Infancy is the twilight of life,——the first morning of an endless being,
the age of germ and of mere sense. As the first dawn of spring is the season
of the undeveloped harvest, so childhood is manhood in possibility.
5. Our infant children are our future fellows or fiends. They will mature to be
saints or lost sinners. They will be our weal or woe. They will give us
prosperity or decline, hope or despair. What we put in their gun chamber
they will shoot out the barrel. Whichever way we aim their arrow, they will
shoot it and either hit or miss the target. They are the rise or the fall of our
country and our world.
6. When we teach them the things of the Lord, we are investing in the
promotion of a good America and a good world, a moral world, a respectful
world, a loving world, a world in which we can live at peace with our
enemies.
E. The Responsibility of the Parents
1. First to the body
a. The mother is the first to impress the child. “She is the ministering angel
of infancy, and the priestess of the nursery of home. She sets the first
seal, makes the first stamp, gives the first direction, supplies the first
want, and soothes the first sorrow.”
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2.

b. The mother has the first influence upon the new-born baby. Therefore,
she is strongly responsible for the tender molding of the child.
c. There is no other voice like the mother’s voice. There is no other touch
like the mother’s touch. There is no sweeter smile than the mother’s
smile.
d. And in infancy the child needs this tenderness and loving care.
e. The child is an “exponent of your character.” If you are mild and loving
with your children, they will multiply that in their own lives and in their
children. If you are wicked and hateful, they will also multiply that
many times over in their own lives and in their children. Each
generation will get exponentially better or worse.
Then the soul
a. We may cherish the body of our infant and even the mind of our infant,
but most times even Christian parents give little consideration to the soul
of the child.
b. We cannot neglect our children’s spiritual needs. Remember, they believe
what we teach them. They need a keen understanding of the scriptures
and through the learning process learn to lean upon the Lord Jesus.
c. Prov. 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall
direct thy paths.
d. Mt 21:16 And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus
saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and
sucklings thou hast perfected praise?
e. Don’t allow the beauty of the body and mind of your child blind you to the
special beauty of his soul. If God has perfected praise from their mouths,
so shall we train them in the direction of praise to their Creator and
teach them the way of the Lord so that they can consciously give him
praise when they grow into adulthood. Then they can teach their
children the same thing.
f. "Little children, flowers from heaven,
Strewn on earth by God’s own hand,
Earnest emblems to us given,
From, the fields of angel-land!"

____________________________________________________________________________________
The Christian Home - By Pastor Ronnie Wolfe
Page 33

VIII. DISCIPLINE IN THE HOME (Jan 22, 2006 PM)
A. Law In The Home
1. There must always be law in the home. Ro 4:15 Because the law worketh
wrath: for where no law is, [there is] no transgression.
2. If the home has no rules, then none can be broken, so then discipline
becomes confusing.
3. This law involves reciprocity. On the one hand, the parents must be the
authority in these laws. On the other hand, the child must be obedient to
these laws.
4. God has imposed upon children that they should obey their parents.
a. Eph 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.
b. Col 3:20 Children, obey [your] parents in all things: for this is well
pleasing unto the Lord.
c. Ex 20:12 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long
upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. Repeated in Deut.
5:16.
d. Mt 15:4 For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother:
and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death.
e. Eph 6:2 Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment
with promise;)
5. God has invested in the parents the authority to execute discipline in regard
to the laws or rules of the home.
a. Pr 19:18 Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare
for his crying.
b. Pr 13:24 He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him
chasteneth him betimes.
6. Before you play a game, you always read the rules. Before you enter
competition, you always read the rules. Committees make rules of
engagement to give them guidelines.
7. But many couples get married and have children without first sitting down
and making rules for the home.
8. These cannot be taken for granted. Rules must be set. They must be
specific, and they must be honored in the home.
B. Keeping And Breaking The Law In The Home
1. Law implies penalty.
2. The proper character and execution of law and penalty are necessary to the
true object of the government of the home or even of the state.
3. Two things are involved in the execution of law and penalty.
a. First is fear
(1) There must be a reverential fear of the law. Even in the state we
must fear with reverence those who wield the sword not in vain.
(2) With fear a child looks up to his parents, knowing that it is their law
____________________________________________________________________________________
The Christian Home - By Pastor Ronnie Wolfe
Page 34

that he must keep.
(3) If the parents execute the laws or rules in their home, the child will
respect those laws and will keep them partly because of a reverential
fear of his parents.
b. Then there is love
(1) If fear alone were in the home, then the child would mature with
hatred and confusion; but while he fears his parents, he at the same
time and to the same degree will love them if they are tender and
caring toward him.
(2) With both love and fear, our children learn to respect us if we are
consistent upon the execution of honorable rules in our homes.
C. The Penalty For Breaking The Laws
1. If there are laws, then there must of necessity be punishment for breaking
the laws. This is God’s design even in our spiritual lives.
2. “Plants raised with tenderness are seldom strong;
Man’s coltish disposition asks the thong;
And without discipline, the favorite child,
Like a neglected forester, runs wild." (Copied)
3. Pr 23:13 Withhold not correction from the child: for [if] thou beatest him
with the rod, he shall not die.
4. A child must be restrained, corrected and educated under law.
D. Two Extremes of Discipline In The Home
1. Despotism - law without love
a. This is the worst kind of legalism. It attempts to make children perfect
according to the dictates of our own laws with no exceptions.
b. This hardens a child, gives him a roughness of nature, and makes him
angry.
c. These despotic parents read Pr 13:24 He that spareth his rod hateth his
son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes, and interpret the rod
to be that like the whipping rod for a horse or for cattle.
d. But God’s rod is not a beating rod that is made for the destruction of his
children. David said, “thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.”
e. The despotic parent beats the children because he delights in revenge or
in seeing the children suffer. This is not the rod spoken of in scripture.
f. We seem to have a lot of parents who are despotic in our day. They do
not understand the scriptures. They claim to be Christian, but they
sometimes act like savages toward their children.
g. Under this kind of discipline, a child becomes brutish and rebellious.
h. This kind of discipline gives our children little respect for the laws of the
land, so they become rebels and hoodlums and lead a life of terror and are
susceptible to every kind of disobedience.
i. This kind of discipline extinguishes natural affection so that the child
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grows up with confusion in how to deal with other in daily life and
especially in marriage and family life. Col 3:21 Fathers, provoke not your
children [to anger], lest they be discouraged.
2. Liberalism - Love without law
a. This means to simply give liberty to your child to do pretty well what the
child wants to do without any constraint, objection or punishment.
b. In this kind of home, threats come often, and restraints are threatened,
but there is no execution of the arbitrary laws that are laid down day by
day, today’s being different from yesterdays rules.
c. When children disobey, the parents scream. They whine and complain
about their children’s disobedience. These homes become unruly, because
the law is never enforced. There is always threatening, but no execution.
d. In 1 Samuel chapters two and three we find the story of Eli and his sons.
His sons were evil, because their father did not discipline them. He had
love without law, and this came back to haunt his home and his own life.
e. David did not discipline Absalom, and when he died, David said, “O
Absalom, my son, my son, would to God I had died for thee.”
f. Pr 29:15 The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left [to himself]
bringeth his mother to shame.
g. Would you allow your child to die from disease because you did not want
to hurt the child with injections? Would you refrain medicine from your
child because it tastes bad? But by being so liberal with our disciplining
of our children, we are loving them to death.
h. So, we find two extremes in home discipline. On the one hand, we see
sympathy without authority. On the other hand, we see authority
without sympathy.
E. What Is The Proper Discipline In The Home?
1. Proper discipline must be a mixture of sympathy and authority.
a. True and right discipline in the home involves a middle ground between
complete sympathy and complete authority. There must be a mixing of
the two and a strong request from our Heavenly Father for wisdom on
how to do this.
b. Home discipline is not simple corporeal punishment. It is a righteous
restraint upon the child so that he will learn the guidelines of morals and
manners that will guide him throughout his life.
c. Someone said, “Christian correction is the interposition of love acting
according to law in restraining the child.”
d. Abraham’s house was ruled by discipline tempered by love. Remember
our verse in Ge 18:19 For I know him, that he will command his children
and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to
do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that
which he hath spoken of him.
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e. With just the right amount of love, instruction, and discipline mixed, the
child will learn proper fear mingled with a deep love for his parents and
will develop a good and right natural affection for others and will bring
to his own home as a parent the prospect of another Christian home that
will develop another generation of fearful, loving and obedient children.
2. Proper discipline must begin early
a. If parents wait too late to correct their child, the child will already have
a calloused spirit that will not bend easily but rebel quickly.
b. As soon as the child can understand the reason for his discipline, he
should be taught to respect and obey his parents.
3. Proper discipline should be done steadily, uniformly, consistently, and
reasonably. The reason for discipline should always be explained to the
child. If a child does not know the reason for his discipline, then the
discipline is of no value to him or to the parent.
4. Proper discipline should not put unnecessary impossibilities or
uncertainties on the child. We should not expect our children to do things
they cannot do.
5. Proper discipline must be done with consent of both parents. It should not
be one-sided. This causes confusion in the child and forces the child to
choose between mother or father.
6. Proper discipline must be done without partiality. No child should be
favored over another.
7. Proper discipline requires the reins and a whip. If the reins are used
properly, there will be little need of a whip. If we will guide the child along
and scold him for his errors or correct him lightly with the voice often, then
there will be little need to whip him later for his disobedience. When the
whip is used much, it is usually because the reigns have not been used
consistently.
8. Proper discipline may very well negate corporeal punishment. If a child is
truly repentant and sorrowful for his mistake, then corporeal punishment
may not be necessary at all. If it can be avoided, it should be, I think.
9. Proper discipline must take the time to examine the offense. If it is a
mistake, it may be overlooked or discussed and perhaps reprimanded. If it
is purposeful, then it may need further examination or even punishment.
10. Proper discipline should not be done in anger. “A mild rebuke in the season
of calmness, is better than a rod in the heat of passion.”
F. We are not tyrants. We are not weak-kneed servants of our children. We are
the children of God, and we should take God’s advice in the discipline in our
homes. We need strong homes in our country. May God give us wisdom to do
as we should as parents, and may he give us children with tender hearts and
malleable minds that we may patiently and honorable discipline to God’s honor
and glory.
____________________________________________________________________________________
The Christian Home - By Pastor Ronnie Wolfe
Page 37

IX. THE EXAMPLE IN THE HOME (1/29/2006 AM)
A. Sowing And Reaping
1. Joh 13:15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done
to you.
2. Ga 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap.
3. We cannot calculate the importance of spiritual example in the home,
because it is a latent and normal action executed by way of the character of
the parent. It is not practiced presumptuously but lies resting in the holy
nature of the Christian parent.
4. As the child sees the holy living of the parent from day to day, this example
of holiness will absorb in the mind and heart of the child, and the same
practice of holiness will be settled in the child as he grows older and takes
hold of his own life.
5. In the unholy home, then, we see a child either left to himself or given a
poor example of holy living, and this child will mature with evil thoughts
and practices due to negligence or purposeful examples of unholy living.
6. The law of sowing and reaping is so familiar to each one of us, and we
should not forget that it applies to the example in the home.
7. Many have sown the wind and reaped a whirlwind (Hos.8:7). Then they
wonder why the whirlwind has come, but they should know that the harvest
is greater than the planting.
8. We plant two little kernels of corn in the ground, and we reap hundreds and
hundreds of kernels of corn in the harvest. This is the law of sowing and
reaping.
9. When this sowing and reaping goes on for several generations, there is no
wonder that our social structure begins to break down.
10. From man to man, one like the other
Ambition strikes ambition with his brother.
Hate strikes hate from man to man,
Practicing the example in his hand.
Or from example will come the good
A man remembers his fathers piety
And practices holiness as his food
And that without anxiety. (Ronnie Wolfe)
B. Learning By Precept or Example
1. Some do not learn by example but must be taught by precept.
2. If a man is taught by precept, he will easily or eventually be changed by a
more powerful or persuasive precept; but if a man is taught by example, he
will not easily be moved or persuaded.
3. If taught by example, he will first consider and ponder the propositions of
change and will change only when persuaded in his own mind that the
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change could be positive and beneficial.
4. The Apostle Paul is a good example of this. Before he met the Lord on the
way to Damascus to kill Christians, Paul was against Christianity and was
set upon destroying it.
But when he met the Lord and saw that
Christianity was the true religion by the power of God, then he was willing
to make a complete change and begin to serve the Lord completely and
wholly instead of trying to destroy the people of God.
5. By the grace of God, no matter what example has been set in the home, good
or bad, a man can be saved from his own sin and become devoted to the
work of God and Christ.
6. The precepts of God are precepts that are worth examination. Isa 28:10 For
precept [must be] upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line
upon line; here a little, [and] there a little:
7. Thus even that holiness which we do from example is changed into real
holiness when we trust the Lord and his grace becomes real in our lives, his
precepts become precious and his love overwhelms us by grace.
C. The Taint of Hypocrisy
1. If we say one thing to our children and do the opposite, then we become
hypocrites in their eyes. If we speak harshly to our children and then try
to teach them not to speak harshly, they will not understand and will do as
we do and not as we say.
2. We say to our children sometimes, “Don’t do as I do; do as I say.” This
sounds good to some people, but it is not a good expression. Our children
are smarter than that.
3. Our children will soon forget our precepts and lean back to our example.
They will invariably do what we do and not just what we say. No one wants
to be a hypocrite, but I am afraid that about 100% of parents are at times,
perhaps not intentionally; so we must carefully consider what we do in the
presents of our children.
4. If a Christian wants his children to live Christian lives and he never reads
his Bible or prays or attends church regularly, then the children will see
this; and this action will speak much louder than our words.
5. Mt 6:16
Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad
countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men
to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.
6. There is a reward of the honor of people when they say wonderful things
about you and when they brag on your “Christianity.” But your children
know best. They know your real life. They see you at times when others
don’t see you.
7. Thus, Paul could say in 1Co 11:1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also [am]
of Christ.
D. Seeing And Hearing Religion
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1.
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Our children need to both see and hear our religion.
If our religion is heard and not seen, then it will not be sufficient; but if it
is both seen and heard, then it will have an indelible effect upon our
children.
3. Better is a son who has seen an honest man than one who has heard of an
honest man and cannot imagine that one actually exists.
4. Better is a daughter who has seen a modest and kind woman than one who
has heard of a modest and kind woman and cannot imagine that one may
actually exist.
5. Our example is our object lesson to our children.
6. They must see and hear about the right things so that they will know and
understand both what right is and also how to perform that which is right.
7. As a bird each fond endearment tries
To tempt her new-fledged offspring to the skies,
They tried each art, reproved each dull delay,
Allured to brighter worlds, and led the way!" (Copied)
8. So, we, in our daily routine of holiness and godly living will lead our
children to brighter worlds by our example.
E. The Lasting Effect of Our Example
1. Long after our words have faded and the philosophy of our lives has been
long forgotten, our children will lean upon our examples for their guide.
2. Our example will endure longer than our words; our practice is more
impressive on our children than our philosophies.
3. If we do not take our children by their hearts and minds by example and
lead them the way to heaven, then we philosophize and take them by the
hand and lead them to hell.
4. The example we set for our children as Christians could very well be
remembered in eternity as we all shall stand before the Judgment Seat of
Christ and are judged according to the deeds in this body.
5. Then, our example may have an eternal weight simply by setting a bad
example and leading our own children to the depths of hell, and there they
will suffer, if they do not trust Jesus Christ, the punishment of their actions
set down by a bad example.
6. So, then, there is a great incumbency upon each and every believer to be a
good example to our children.
F. Getting A Late Start In Life
1. You may say that you were once a bad example to your children, but now
you are saved by God’s grace and are sorry for the bad example that you set
before them when they were young.
2. Don’t give up! You can still be an example of the believers.
3. The very change in your life that salvation has brought is a strong message
in the minds of your adult children that you have had a major change, that
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4.

5.

6.

something wonderful and miraculous has taken place in your life.
This change is an example in itself. 2 Co 5:17 Therefore if any man [be] in
Christ, [he is] a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things
are become new.
What better example than to see a new creation in the parents of a child.
What better message to send to your children than that of the Gospel itself.
When they ask why the change in your life, you will have a wonderful
opportunity to give to them the Gospel: how that Christ Jesus came to
earth, lived a perfect life as our example, went to the cross and gave his life
and died for our sins, and resurrected the third day according to the
scriptures that we might have everlasting life, that we might be “in Christ”
and may be changed from what we are into what the Lord makes us to be
by his grace.
Then be sure to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ
that you may continue to be an example to your children and to other
people’s children of the Christian life. This is what God wants in our lives.
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X. THE PARLOR IN THE HOME (1/29/2006 PM)
A. A Place To Welcome Society
1. 1 Samuel 9:22 And Samuel took Saul and his servant, and brought them
into the parlour, and made them sit in the chiefest place among them that
were bidden, which [were] about thirty persons.
2. Whether this place is your living room, your family room, or the den
downstairs, it is a place that must take much thought and should not be
taken lightly.
3. Where we entertain company is a place that must have the same rules as
the home when we are together as a family with no one from the outside.
4. Here is a place where we must have the utmost manners, diligence and
cooperation in welcoming and entertaining people in our home.
5. Many aspects are involved in the home parlor. We must give consideration
to (1) forming bond with acquaintances and companions, (2) forming
relationships for marriage, and (3) establishing social bonds and influence.
B. A Place To Form Bonds With Acquaintances and Companions
1. Home is the first form of society, so we must guard this form with at least
a moral tint and a proper air.
2. The rules that apply to family should also apply to the exercises of the
parlor, the welcoming place in our home.
3. Here we meet with our extended family: aunts, uncles, cousins, in-laws, and
others who are somehow related in our family.
4. These genealogical partners should be aware of the rules of our family,
because these rules are not for the extended family but for our immediate
family; but these rules must be adhered to in our parlor. The parlor is a
sacred place, a place where we manifest the convictions and tenor of our
love one for the other, the strictness of our social requirements, and the care
and love of our family toward those who are without.
5. Family rules should not be relaxed or changed in the time of visitation from
relatives. There are many temptations to do so.
a. TV programs that we may not watch as a family, we may exempt the TV
rules for relatives and watch things that we would not normally watch.
b. Games that our children play may differ when company is present and
include games that we do not usually play in the immediate family.
c. Words may be said or allowed to be said when company is present, words
that we as a family will not speak when alone as a family.
d. Manners that we require in the immediate family may be relaxed when
company is around. Respect may be either greater or less when company
is around.
6. If we stick with our convictions and execute rules even when company is
present, our children will know that we are serious about our convictions.
7. This way we can form healthy acquaintances and companions, and our
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comrades will know that, when we are at home, our rules will be the same
as when we are done with family.
C. The Parlor Can Be A Dangerous And Helpful Place
1. In the parlor, when company is being entertained, the most sacred of
etiquette’s finery is displayed, the most beautiful of conversations take
place, the most well decorated compliments are given, and friendliest smiles
are had, laughter and joy are companies along with those visiting.
2. At the same time, there are exchanges of harsh claims and promises,
hypocrisies, extreme heartaches, and even intimate exchanges of love are
there.
3. These all must be guarded so that the family not extend beyond the rules
of engagement or the boundaries of its precepts and laws.
4. Here the young in the home first meet with society and learn of its
character, its pageantry and vanity.
5. Our children first learn of the best that society can put on, of the fancy
dress, the niceties of words, the flamboyance of character, the strongest
nature of man’s desire as he wants others to see him. This is an unreal
world the child is viewing. Reality is hidden beneath the outward display
of man’s best foot forward.
6. In the parlor our children make their acquaintances and companions. They
seek the love of their life and base decisions upon the very impression of the
actions in the parlor.
7. From this room our children’s hearts are formed for society. They learn the
good and the bad of society. They direct their minds to the precepts and
implications of what happens in the family parlor.
D. The Responsibility To Guard The Parlor
1. Because this room affects our children in such a bold manner, should we not
guard this room with fortitude so that the uncomely, and demoralized, the
spurious element of society should not visit this sacred room?
2. Should we not allow criminals and crude fellows of the baser sort to visit
this place? Certainly, these vane folks will be in society, but it will not be
condoned by our parlor. It will not be tolerated in the presence of our
children, who grow so tenderly in that direction by themselves, let alone the
influence of the criminal in our parlor.
3. Too many times we allow unintentionally these criminals and lewd fellows
to visit our parlor when we allow our children to watch TV programs that
glorify these bad men and women, the video games which praise and reenforce the bad qualities of these people.
E. Behavior In The Parlor
1. There is everywhere a smile and no frown; there is kindness and no anger;
there is respect and no arrogance. In this room our children many times see
the lamb but not the lion.
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We must, then, teach our children the difference between this false
goodness, this simulated kindness and sometimes absurd niceties and the
character of the real world.
3. Children must understand that there is a time to be nothing but nice,
nothing but kind, nothing but perfect (if that were possible). Then, they
must discern that the world is not really like that. We all must deal with
the world as it is, but we need to understand that, when we are in another
person’s parlor, we are to show forth our best character.
F. Love Not The World
1. Through the experience of the home parlor our children learn many times
to love the attractions of fashion and experiences of the world.
2. A cousin comes into the home with a new game, a video tape, even a toy,
and our children long or even lust for that particular item.
3. In the parlor even mother and father sometimes become slaves to the world
when they see what aunt or uncle, brother or sister, or friend has that they
may desire in their own life.
4. Mothers leave their own children sometimes to enjoy the pleasures of the
world. They take a job and leave their children for someone else the care for
them so that they may enjoy pleasures of the world. This all learned in the
parlor.
5. Families, then, no longer enjoy the fellowship one of the other. They feel
that the “grass is greener on the other side,” and they leave house and home
to be with co-workers rather than enjoy the companion of their own
husbands and children.
6. When our children see that our parlors are open to the wildest and meanest
of men, the extravagances of riches and illusive visions of pleasure, the
stories of divided and divorced loves, the blood of murderers, the bright
excitements of fast-paced excitements, they will have no hesitation to take
these as their companions, since they were allowed in the hallowed halls of
our family parlor.
G. Conclusion
1. If we so shabbily guard our parlors, the vengeance of God will cry out to us
as parents, Lu 12:47 And that servant, which knew his lord’s will, and
prepared not [himself], neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with
many [stripes].
2. Have we guarded our parlors? Have we let our guard down? Have we
neglected our children in allowing all kinds and sorts of worldly things to
come into our parlors? Things such as books, tapes, music, CD’s, DVD’s, TV
programs, and even people who may have a bad influence on our children?
3. Oh, Christian, keep your children close and guard the parlor. From the
parlor are built the intuitions of our children, their understanding of the
world, their love or hate of the world, their companions for life, and their
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4.

5.

6.

witness on others.
There is a life that must be molded. It must be done through this small
room where the light of the world, Jesus Christ, shines or else the darkness
of hell remains.
I know it is not simple; it is not easy. But by the slightest slackness of
diligence our children may be exposed to one little thing after another that
will lead them away from the word of Christ. It is our job as parents to
direct their paths to the word of God and keep them there.
We have all sinned in this area of our lives. Even now, we must ask God to
forgive us, and we must pray for our children that God will overlook our
mistakes and given wisdom and understanding to our children. The next
generation depends on it.
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XI. MARRIAGE IN THE HOME (2/5/2006 AM)
A. TEXT: Hebrews 13:4 Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but
whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.
B. Effect Of Marriage On The Home
1. "Youth longeth for a kindred spirit, and yet yearneth for a heart that can
commune with his own;
Take heed that what charmeth thee is real, nor springeth of thine own
imagination;
And suffer not trifles to win thy love; for a wife is thine unto death!" (Samuel
Philips)
2. Effect On The Father
a. If it is the daughter who is getting married, this has a great effect upon
the affectionate father.
b. He is losing his “little daughter,” he will have only the memory left of her
childhood and the closeness with which they used to cooperate.
c. Though this is a wonderful and joyous time, there remains a tint of
sadness to the father. The beauty and splendor of the bridal pageantry,
it cannot subdue the sadness in the heart of the father.
d. If it is the son who is getting married, this, too, has a great affect upon
the father. He is losing his side-kick, his buddy, his honor, his glory as
his little boy grows into manhood and steps out into the world of
marriage and children and responsibility.
e. Even though his son may look majestic in his tuxedo and his choking tie,
and though the father may be very proud and happy for his son, the
father cannot help but hold back tears of sadness that he is losing a
connection with his son that may never be replaced.
3. Effect On The Mother
a. The mother’s losing her sucking child into womanhood or manhood is a
bit depressing and lonely for the mother.
b. She is losing her “little helper around the house.” She is losing her
student and her joyful playmate.
c. She will miss those messy yet beautiful finger paintings magnet-hung on
her refrigerator. She will miss the pretenses of being a full-grown woman
by putting on mother’s lipstick or fitting herself with mother’s clothes or
pretending to bake a cake or some oatmeal cookies.
d. Even though this child may make a show at the wedding that would
make any parent proud, the long, flowing dress, the veil over the face, the
slow walk down the isle, the music in the background; when at last the
daughter reaches the front of the church and the husband is asked “Who
gives this bride away?,” what inward sadness grips the mother along with
the happiness for her daughter who is growing up.
e. When a mother loses her son to marriage, she is losing her loud,
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rambunctious little bundle of energy who made her crazy with activity
when he was but a little tot. She is giving away her pride and joy, that
little bit of tender joy that walked into the house every afternoon after
school and made her rest of the day busier than the first. The dripped
jelly, the sticky peanut butter, the frogs in the pocket, the snakes brought
home from the woods, the fights at school, and ball games, the duty of the
morning wake-up, the attempt to give chores to a reluctant, growing boy.
f. The standing in the front of the church awaiting her bride to walk down
the isle with his fancy suit, his tie, his male friends standing by, and the
pride of knowing this is her little boy does not dispel the sadness in her
heart.
C. Responsibility Of The Parents In Marriage
1. It is natural that a child will seek a mate when is matures. Therefore, the
mother and father should have some responsibility in the choice of a mate.
2. A say in the choice of a mate by the parents is taught by the scriptures. So,
it is the parents’ cardinal prerogative to help the child choose a mate for life.
3. There are at least two reasons for the involvement of parents in the child’s
selection of a spouse.
a. The inexperience of the child
(1) Whether the child likes it or not, the parents have experience through
their own marriage and the marriage of others to warn the child
against some unwanted terrors of engagement and marriage.
(2) Without experience, then, the child depends completely upon his own
emotions and the words of his peers for what he thinks is experience
but is only the musings of youth.
(3) When the scriptures tell of to honor our fathers and mothers, this
includes honoring their advice as it pertains to our choosing a spouse.
b. The seduction of the world
(1) The world has many seductions, sown by the devil, that will entrap
our children due to their inexperience and their youthful world view.
(2) If we accept the practices of the world around us, the majority of the
dominating opinion of our peers and even our adult and worldly
teachers, we will walk casually into the seduction trap.
(3) Many TV programs, books, magazines, conversations with peers, and
many other avenues point our children to the seduction of the world.
(4) We are responsible for warning our children of such seduction that the
spider of the world will not trap our children into its web.
4. So, then, our involvement is not an intrusion into the lives of our children.
5. Thus did Abraham involve himself in the choice of Isaac’s wife, and Rebecca
aided in the choice of Jacob’s wife.
6. Prov. 13:1 ¶ A wise son heareth his father’s instruction: but a scorner
heareth not rebuke.
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D. The Extent Of The Involvement
1. The parent has rational authority of the child when young
a. Since a very young child has no reason, the child must be controlled
completely by the parent.
b. The child at this age will surrender to this authority without question
except when emotion, pain and sadness overpower this authority, at
which time the child will cry and scream and rebel relentlessly.
c. But even then we must reason for the child. We must not expect the child
to reason out why he is crying or screaming. We must take into
consideration that the child is only an infant.
d. So, if a child is underage and desires to marry, the parents have the
rational authority to prohibit it; but when the child becomes of legal age,
the parent does not have that rational authority to force upon the child.
e. Neither do the parents have the authority to force a child to marry while
underage.
2. The parent has moral authority over the child when he has matured to be
rational of his own.
a. Parents should have by now done their best to train the child to yield to
the moral authority of his parents.
b. They should, then, at the age of marriage and upon this occasion give
moral judgment to the child and guide the child with this moral
authority.
c. But this the extent to which we may as parents wield our authority upon
the child. We cannot force the child into or away from marriage with our
rational authority, because the child by now has reason of his own.
d. If the child has been given to love the scriptures, he will know, then, that
he is to listen carefully to the moral suggestions of his parents and
diligently pray about the matter and seek a spouse upon these grounds.
e. Otherwise, if we exercise more than moral authority upon our children
at this time, it is no less than coercion.
f. If the child cannot reason himself with our previous guidance, then he
must make his own bed and sleep in that bed, suffering the consequences
of enjoying the fruit of his reasoning.
g. Parents who try to regulate their children’s marriages and their married
lives are outside their bounds. They are no longer children.
h. 1 Cor. 13:11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a
child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish
things.
i. It happens so many times, especially among the rich, that the children
are threatened with exclusion from the inheritance or the exclusion from
certain social arenas if their marriage is not acceptable to the parents.
j. But this merely suppresses the free moral agent of the child and binds
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him with chains into the family prison. Some very seldom break away
from these chains and are free, but they suffer much as a results. But,
then, they are free from the bonds of a despotic home and can enjoy the
free express of and gratification of their own choosing.
k. All of this is an outrage against nature, marriage and God.
E. Marriage Without The Structure Of Parental Moral Guidance
1. Our young too many times are left on their own to decide, without the
guidance of parents, morally or legally, to aid the child in this life-long
decision.
2. Too many young people look on marriage (or at least the conjugal
companionship) with little or no seriousness. They have dreams and a move
star mentality concerning marriage. Their decision has no moral basis, and
when the match is made, the joy of the companionship soon wanes into
something less desirable, leaving the youngster looking for another dream,
another companion, another star-struck illusion.
3. Several items are enlisted as culprits in this charade of false beauty and
hapiness.
a. The ball-room
(1) Yes, the fancy “shamcy” ball-room where a young girl endeavors, not
to exude an honorable moral nature, but only to please her friends
with her show of acquiescence to the boys.
(2) Here she may give the first overtones of impurity and take the first
steps to immorality and loss of innocence.
(3) Here the boy may tempt a girl with arbitrary and cavalier movements
of the body, winks of the eye, lustful touching and other such things
that are only the veneer of even worse gestures.
b. The dance-floor
(1) 1 Peter 4:3 For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought
the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess
of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries:
(2) The word for “revellings” is the Greek word KOMOS and means “to
revel; rioting.”
(3) The dances of our day are pretty much just like that. The connotation
of this word comes from those who used to hold torches and run
through the streets of the city at night making all kinds of noise and
raucous. They would mingle and dance around and have wild parties
until the early hours of the morning with drinking and riotousness.
(4) In this kind of exuberance of free emotion, many young people find
their spouses and then try to build a “happy” marriage upon the basis
of this introduction.
c. Costly Apparel
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(1) Many youngster of our day puts great faith in their clothing, insisting
upon the most costly. Their lust for the brightest, most popular and
most expensive of apparel is appalling to me.
(2) Young children today are wearing shoes that cost well into then
hundreds of dollars. Last week I heard of children who are carrying
book bags which cost nearly $400.00.
(3) The girls must have the latest jeans or dresses or, nowadays, tattoos
and other such ridiculous things.
(4) If this lust for affluence is fed by the parents or allowed by the
parents, what can we expect when our children are mature enough to
choose a mate for life?
(5) To some things the scriptures say, in Col. 2:21 (Touch not; taste not;
handle not;)
(6) Here the parents have the right to bring forth rational authority,
disallowing their children to participate in these things that will do
much harm to their children, dispelling their moral judgment and
implying that their parents are in agreement if they do not halt it.
d. The results of these engagements
(1) When our children “fall in love” with this kind of people, they will be
swept away by the romance of the hero of their last-read romance
novel.
(2) They will well make a bed that will give them a burdensome
marriage, sadness of heart, and a sorrowful future.
(3) These surface relationships do not last and are not meant by the devil,
their malevolent prophet, to last at all but to break hearts and to veer
hearts away from godly principles and moral patterns.
F. Conclusion
1. There are so many more things that we could say upon this topic, but they
must wait until the next stream of thought forces its way into another
lesson or necessity comes in place along the line.
2. Before we leave this subject, however, we must consider some concluding
thoughts, which will be drawn from our text: Hebrews 13:4 Marriage is
honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers
God will judge.
3. Marriage is honorable in all, and this implies a godly marriage based upon
godly and moral principles of choice and engagement.
4. So many grab at beauty alone, which is like the beautiful colors of a balloon
floating through the sky, which we long to touch and caress. But upon
caressing this beautiful thing, the balloon may bust; and what is left but air
and a few falling pieces? When a choice for marriage is made upon beauty
alone, that beauty soon disappears, and we are left only with a broken
heart.
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5.

6.

a. Also, there are those who grab at the balloon, and upon caressing the
balloon, they find that it is filled with a poisonous gas that will bring
much heartache, pain or even death. At last it stings like an adder.
Prov. 23:33 Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall
utter perverse things. 34 Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the
midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast.
Others “fall in love” by impulsive passions. This is “love at first sight;” and
although there may be a piece of dust in the wind that may blow the right
direction and be the exception to the rule, mostly this is falling from the
clouds to the clods and brings mainly humiliation and misery.
a. Like the drunkard who holds onto his bottle as though it is his best
friend, so many young people hold onto their lover, got simply by
impulsive passions, hoping against hope that this may somehow work for
a lifetime.
b. But, sad as it may be, this relationship is rocky at best and will more
than likely end up in the slum, just as the drunkard who depends upon
his booze to bring him enjoyment.
Then there are those who marry for money. The love of money is the root
of all evil, says I Timothy 6:10.
a. Prov. 23:5 Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for [riches]
certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward
heaven.
b. The one who holds the purse which entices your child may also hold the
dagger for both you and your child.
c. Someone said, “Do not make the metals of earth the cord of the marriage
tie”
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XII. THE TRUE MOTIVES OF MARRIAGE (2/12/2006 AM)
A. The Holy Scriptures Are Our Guideline
1. So marriage is more than a legal alliance between two people.
2. Marriage is a legal alliance, but it also involves moral institution, a moral
alliance, a moral responsibility having eternal consequences.
3. The only place where we can find these principles is in the Holy Bible, God’s
eternal and living word.
4. The Bible has much to say about marriage, more than we could deal with
in many months of teaching and/or preaching.
5. But we must seek out those precious jewels of advice given to us by God
himself and be careful to submit to these principles in regarding to
marriage, which has an effect upon our homes, both that of our parents and
of our own home when we marry and have our own children.
B. Marriage Is A Religious Institution
1. Our forefathers took into consideration not only with joyful spirits but with
deep realization of its religious and momentous import that they gave their
children in marriage, a mixture of smiles and tears.
2. There are smiles and tears in that gathering band,
Where the heart is pledged with the trembling hand
What trying thoughts in the bosom swell,
As the bride bids parents and home farewell!
Kneel down by the side of the tearful fair,
And strengthen the perilous hour with prayer!"
3. So many today think of a marriage either as a completely secular institution
or grace their secular lives with the approval of a “church wedding” in order
to give the flavor or the likeness of a religious wedding.
4. But religion is not found in the outward exercise of pomp and ceremony but
in the heart of a true believer in Jesus Christ.
5. Thus did Jesus attend the wedding at Cana.
C. Marriage Is Based Upon True Love
1. The Bible tells us that true love never fails (1 Cor. 13:8). It is strong than
emotional ties or spontaneous surges of lust or infatuation.
2. True loves is regulated by moral law, the law of scripture. It is not based
upon the opinions of men or the studies of scientists.
3. True love is not blind but is rational. It cannot be fooled by flippant looks
of flirtation or offerings of extravagant luxuries of wealth. It cannot be
purchased or received haphazardly. It is received with caution and with
great thoughtfulness.
4. True love includes the whole person, body, soul and spirit.
5. Thus, true love will last through temptations, trials, worries, problems,
disagreements, wealth, poverty, sickness, health and challenge. But isn’t
this what we promised in our wedding vows?
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D. Mutual Likeness In Character In Marriage
1. Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed?
2. This is a good question to ask in regard to marriage. Can I live with this
man or this woman with harmony in choices, in likes and dislikes,
3. Are we alike in spirit, in sentiments, in principles, in morals, in religion?
4. If not, then the marriage may not be compatible, even though you may
think you are deeply in love, marriage may not be a good idea; in fact, it
may be better for the two of you to depart company and consider rationally
what God would have you do and whom God would have you marry.
5. This may seem too much to ask, but it is better than slipping into the miry
pool of false hopes and dreams that will never mature.
E. Fitness Of Circumstances In Marriage
1. One should ask himself or herself whether in marriage he or she will be
able to be self-sufficient, not having to depend upon others for their welfare.
2. Boys, do you have a job sufficient to take care of a family? Girls, are you
ready to take on the task of a home and children? Really–not just in
principle or in theory, but actually in real life.
F. Marry Only In The Lord
1. 2 Cor. 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion
hath light with darkness?
2. This is the greatest test of all. If a believer marries an unbeliever, how can
they live together in harmony? How can they agree and raise their children
without at least once in a while having a disagreement about religious
matters?
3. If the children are confused about their religious convictions, then where
will they find that harmonious conviction in religion? Must they find it in
another home, in another friend, only in a pastor somewhere, or where will
they see an agreement in godly principles and beliefs if not in their parents?
4. Piety is more important than education, social standing or wealth.
5. 1 Peter 3:7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge,
giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs
together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.
6. The Lord Jesus Christ said himself: in Mark 3:25 And if a house be divided
against itself, that house cannot stand.
7. Where the believer pulls toward heaven, the unbeliever pulls toward hell.
The children, as it were, will be divided in half, as Solomon proclaimed to
the two mothers who wanted the same child. What this would have done
physically to that child, the divided home will do spiritually to our own
children with parents who are unequally yoked together.
8. Both husband and wife should be the same denomination.
a. If one spouse is Roman Catholic and the other Protestant, you can
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9.

10.
11.

12.
13.

14.
15.

understand the disagreements. Either the Protestant spouse will have
to surrender to the desires of the Catholic wife and promise to raise the
children Catholic, or the Catholic spouse will have to submit to the
Protestant spouse and the marriage not recognized by her church.
b. Therefore, I believe it is best for a Baptist to marry a Baptist. This keep
good harmony in the family if both husband and wife are convicted of the
principles of Baptist teaching, Baptist baptism and church membership.
c. Neither should one be a member of one Baptist church and the other of
another Baptist church. They should serve the Lord together in one
church.
Some would say that it is important only that our children make up their
own minds regarding religion. If you think this, then you are throwing your
children to the wind, and they will choose no religion. They are sick of it
and think it unimportant and worthless in life.
a. Do we allow your child to decide what school they attend? Do we allow
them to decide what homework they will have or what chores they will do
or where they will sleep tonight? No!
b. Then we should lead them firmly and yet gently to our convictions about
religion; and if their hearts and minds do not follow our convictions when
they are adults, then that is their doing, and they as adults still have
that choice.
c. But at least as children they were given religious guidance, which is
important in the life of any child.
We must, then, lead our children to marry believers and not unbelievers in
Jesus Christ. This is to our merit and to their happiness and contentment.
Moses said to the children of Israel that they were not to marry the
unbelieving Gentiles of his time: Deut. 7:3 Neither shalt thou make
marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, nor his
daughter shalt thou take unto thy son.
Moses was guarding against the downfall of homes and the downfall of a
nation.
1 Cor. 7:39 ¶ The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth;
but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will;
only in the Lord.
So, our children are permitted to marry only in the Lord.
Wherever this is practiced, homes are strong stalwarts of the nation. What
nation will ours be like if we do not guard this biblical principle and teach
our children to do the same?
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XIII. THE HOME AND MONEY MANAGEMENT - 2/12/2006 PM
A. Mat. 6:19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust
doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 20 But lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through nor steal:
1. This is not to say that no one is to be rich. Many people in the Bible have
been rich, and God has used them in a mighty way.
2. Joseph was rich beyond his own comprehension, and yet God used him in
a mighty way to bring together the children of Israel to create the nation of
Israel, the national people of God.
3. Solomon was very rich to the extent that the queen of Sheba said in 1 Kings
10:7 Howbeit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen
[it]: and, behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity
exceedeth the fame which I heard.
4. Yet God used Solomon to build the temple of God, which was a
foreshadowing of the coming of Jesus Christ, his beauty and majesty, his
honor and glory, and his work on earth We do learn, however, that his
riches led him into many sins, and his wives led him away from his God
unto compromise in worshiping of other gods.
5. Laying up treasures in earth is not to be our major job on earth. We are not
to look primarily to getting rich.
6. Here are some profitable proverbs for us:
a. Prov. 11:4 Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness
delivereth from death.
b. Pr 11:28 He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: but the righteous shall
flourish as a branch.
c. Pr 22:1 A [good] name [is] rather to be chosen than great riches, [and]
loving favour rather than silver and gold.
d. Pr 23:5 Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for [riches]
certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward
heaven.
e. Pr 23:5 Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for [riches]
certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward
heaven.
f. Pr 30:8 Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty nor
riches; feed me with food convenient for me:
7. But we have much wealth in heaven where moth and dust does not corrupt
and thieves do not break through and steal.
a. Rom. 11:33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge
of God! how unsearchable [are] his judgments, and his ways past finding
out!
b. Eph 1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
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of sins, according to the riches of his grace;
c. Eph 2:7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of
his grace in [his] kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.
d. Eph 1:18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may
know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of
his inheritance in the saints,
e. Eph 3:16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory,
to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;
f. Phil. 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches
in glory by Christ Jesus.
g. Col 2:2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love,
and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the
acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;
h. Heb 11:26 (Moses) Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than
the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the
reward.
B. No One Can Serve Two Masters
1. Mat 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and
love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot
serve God and mammon.
a. The word “mammon” might be translated “money.” Anything that is
earthly or temporal is “mammon.”
b. Again, there is nothing wrong with money itself. It is the “love” of money
is the root of all evil (1 Tim. 6:10).
2. Your master is either money “mammon” or God’s riches
a. Either you will hold to mammon, the world’s riches, or you will hold to
God’s riches.
b. Too many Christian professors are holding onto God with one hand and
onto riches with the other hand. As long as you are trusting in your
wealth and the things of the world, you are not trusting in God.
c. As long, then, as you trust in God, you will have no need to trust in your
own riches.
C. How To Pay For Things
1. Luke 10:35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence,
and gave [them] to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and
whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.
a. This man paid up front. He paid for the cost of the care of the victim
right then and there.
b. Then he made arrangements to pay for the rest when he returned.
c. There is nothing wrong with credit when it is used correctly. But in our
day too many people are using credit the wrong way.
d. Do not promise to pay on credit something that you cannot afford, and
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purchase only necessities, not luxuries, on credit.
e. Prov 22:7 The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower [is] servant to
the lender.
f. Some major purchases can be done on credit such as a house or a car.
g. Many people in our country are so far in debt that they cannot get out
even if they live to be 100 years old. They are trapped in their debt to
others.
h. The best strategy in this conundrum is to begin with the smallest debt
and pay it off as quickly as possible; and if you are young enough, you
may get a second job to do this. Then take the next larger debt and
attack it as hard as you can.
i. Dwindle down you debt, cut up or send back you credit cards and do not
depend on credit to live your life. It will only bite you in the end of the
experience.
j. Rom 13:8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that
loveth another hath fulfilled the law.
(1) This verse does not mean that you cannot have credit, but it does
mean that you must pay your debts on time and pay what you owe.
(2) In order to do this, a budget is necessary. If you do not know how to
do a budget, go to the public library where you can find many helps
on budgeting and getting out of debt. This is such a problem in
American now that there are self-help books and money managers
coming out of the woodwork.
(3) Take advantage of this knowledge and get on track.
k. The man in our story paid up front what he owed. Then he made
allowance for credit to pay for the rest when the man was completely well
of his injuries. The Bible does not tell us whether he returned to pay this
last debt, but I think we can be sure that he did.
D. Don’t Forget Your Offering
1. Exod 25:2 Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me an offering:
of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take my offering.
a. When you make your family budget, you should plan for an offering to
the Lord.
b. Many people leave this out, and they lose a great blessing by doing so.
c. Some say they cannot afford to give an offering to the Lord, but I say that
you cannot, if you are a believer, afford NOT to give an offering to the
Lord.
d. He will bless you beyond your wildest imagination through your
faithfulness to him. I am not saying that you will be paid back tick for
tack when you give an offering to the Lord, but I am saying that the Lord
will bless you in this life and in the life to come.
e. Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed
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down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your
bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be
measured to you again.
2. But this offering must be given willingly and in love
a. 1 Cor 13:3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed [the poor], and
though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me
nothing.
b. Luke 12:34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
c. Mark 12:42 And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two
mites, which make a farthing. 43 And he called unto him his disciples,
and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath
cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: 44 For all
they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all
that she had, even all her living.
E. Conclusion
1. I don’t know a better way to conclude this message than to read Psalm 23,
which shows us what we have in our Lord.
2. If you are not his child today, then you are a poor, lost sinner. You are
bankrupt of all righteousness and goodness, for “all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God.”
3. But today you can become a child of his inheritance by simple faith and
trust, repenting of your sins and believing in the Lord, Jesus Christ, as your
personal Savior. Then you will have an “inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,” (1 Peter
1:4).
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XIV. ADULTERY IN THE HOME - 2/19/2006 AM
A. TEXT: Prov. 5:3 For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and
her mouth is smoother than oil: 4 But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as
a twoedged sword.
B. The Price of Adultery
1. First, Solomon pleads for the children to stay away from the strange or
immoral woman (Prov. 5:7-9)
a. Then he gives mentions some things that we can lose through adultery.
b. First is our honor (vs. 9) – Lest thou give thine honour unto others
(1) The word “honour” means also “beauty” and “comeliness.”
(2) So in our youth, if we should commit adultery (or fornication) we are
spending our honor, our beauty, our comeliness on others, others
rather than our life-long spouse that God has intended for us to enjoy
for a lifetime.
(3) So many youth have wasted their youth on this kind of sin, and their
hearts are broken as a result. They are heartbroken when they marry
and read in the scriptures of the sin of the youth and fornication and
adultery. They become ashamed.
2. Secondly we lose our wealth (vs 10)
a. Prov 5:10 Lest strangers be filled with thy wealth; and thy labours [be]
in the house of a stranger;
b. If you are involved in prostitution, then you are spending the money of
your youth for physical pleasures that will turn on you in the end.
c. You will be making someone else wealthy by your sinful pleasures,
wasting your wealth on these ungodly practices, wealth that you should
be using to prepare yourself for a good spouse that will love and cherish
your company for a lifetime.
d. Sometimes in adultery men are guilty of bringing children into the world
who are not wanted, and then he is caught with the expense of paying
child support for many years to come, all because of adultery.
3. Thirdly we lose our physical health
a. Prov 5:11 And thou mourn at the last, when thy flesh and thy body are
consumed,
b. Now this man has pursued things of an ungodly nature and has wasted
his life on riotous living.
c. When he is older and wants to have the reward of a good life, all he has
is mourning and sorrow, because now he is old and cannot enjoy his
sinful pleasures. He did not marry aright, but he has done that which his
sinful body demanded. Now he is wrinkled and old, and he cannot find
any companion who will satisfy his sinful lusts. He has lost his physical
attraction and vigor. Now he is lonely in his old age, and his ungodly
pleasures are never satisfied.
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4.

5.

6.

d. With proper use of his body and proper marriage to a godly woman, this
man could have saved so much sorrow! It is the same with a woman.
She is beautiful only once, and beauty is so quickly fled away.
e. Then we have the sorrow of disease that comes from this kind of sinful
practice (herpes, hepatitis B, AIDS, syphilis, gonorrhea and others.
f. Reserve your body and your love for that one person who will be with you
and help you to enjoy life for the rest of your life; and when you are old,
you will not be sorry. This is God’s way.
Fourth, you may lose your mental health (Prov. 5:12-13)
a. You may be filled with self-incrimination “How I hated instruction.”
b. You will remember what your parents taught you about moral living, and
you will be sorry that you did not listen to them.
c. You will recall, if you have a divorce from your adultery, the violent
affects of the divorce on your spouse and especially on your children.
Fifth, you may lose your reputation (Prov. 5:14)
a. People do not take lightly the sin of adultery
(1) Prov. 6:27 Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be
burned? 28 Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned? 29
So he that goeth in to his neighbour’s wife; whosoever toucheth her
shall not be innocent. 30 Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to
satisfy his soul when he is hungry; 31 But if he be found, he shall
restore sevenfold; he shall give all the substance of his house. 32 But
whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding: he
that doeth it destroyeth his own soul. 33 A wound and dishonour
shall he get; and his reproach shall not be wiped away. 34 For
jealousy is the rage of a man: therefore he will not spare in the day of
vengeance. 35 He will not regard any ransom; neither will he rest
content, though thou givest many gifts.
(2) A man or woman who will lie to his or her spouse cannot be trusted.
You have lost your reputation. When you made your wedding vows,
you made some promises; and when you broke those vows, you lied.
How can your spouse trust you ever again?
Forgiveness is possible, however for adultery. See 1 Cor. 6:9 Know ye not
that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived:
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers
of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards,
nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And
such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.
a. But even though forgiveness is possible, there will still be many scars
that an adulterer must carry for the rest of his life.
b. Forgiveness does not make things like they were before the adultery
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takes place.
C. Prevention of Adultery (Prov. 5:15-23)
1. Love your wife
a. Prov. 5:15 Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out
of thine own well. 16 Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers
of waters in the streets. 17 Let them be only thine own, and not strangers’
with thee. 18 Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy
youth. 19 Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her breasts
satisfy thee at all times; and be thou ravished always with her love. 20
And why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a strange woman, and
embrace the bosom of a stranger?
b. Eph. 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it
with the washing of water by the word, 27 That he might present it to
himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing;
but that it should be holy and without blemish. 28 So ought men to love
their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.
c. Eccles. 9:9 Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the
life of thy vanity, which he hath given thee under the sun, all the days of
thy vanity: for that [is] thy portion in [this] life, and in thy labour which
thou takest under the sun.
2. Love your Lord
a. Prov. 5:21 For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, and he
pondereth all his goings. 22 His own iniquities shall take the wicked
himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his sins. 23 He shall die
without instruction; and in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray.
b. The Lord will judge fornicators and adulterers: Heb 13:4 Marriage [is]
honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and
adulterers God will judge.
c. Joseph’s loyalty to the Lord prevented him from adultery: Gen. 39:7 And
it came to pass after these things, that his master’s wife cast her eyes upon
Joseph; and she said, Lie with me.8 But he refused, and said unto his
master’s wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the
house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand; 9 There is
none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing
from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great
wickedness, and sin against God?
D. Conclusion
1. So, the price of adultery is terrible. You will pay for it for the rest of your
life one way or the other, even if it has been forgiven.
2. The prevention of adultery is very possible with choosing a good wife and
being faithful to her and loving her and through loving the Lord with our
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3.
4.
5.

your heart.
Do you love your wife or husband? Do you love the Lord with all your
heart?
Today fall in love with the Lord, Jesus Christ, who will be forgiving and will
help you against any temptation of adultery.
1Cor 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to
man: but God [is] faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye
may be able to bear [it].
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XV. PROMISES IN THE HOME (2/19/2006 PM)
A. Promises From God To The Home
1. Ro 4:20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was
strong in faith, giving glory to God;
2. Promises of Reward
a. Home is a stewardship given by God to parents
b. There is a promise of reward for prayer: Mat. 6:6 But thou, when thou
prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to
thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall
reward thee openly.
c. There is a promise of reward for the virtuous woman: Prov.31:28 Her
children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband [also], and he
praiseth her.
d. Mother! I cannot recompense thy love,
But thy reward is sure, for thou hast done
Thy duty perfectly, and we rise up
And call thee blessed; and the Lord shall give
Thy pious cares and labors rich reward.
(Copied)
e. There is a promise of reward of salvation of your children if they believe:
Acts 16:31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved, and thy house.
f. Thus, Psalm 58:11 says in part, “Verily there is a reward for the
righteous.”
g. And the reward is for this life. Lu 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto
you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over,
shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete
withal it shall be measured to you again. This is the law of sowing and
reaping.
h. There is a promise of reward for training up a child: Prov. 22:6 Train
up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart
from it.
(1) This is not a promise that your child will always obey your moral
teachings or that he will not go astray.
(2) This is a promise that what you teach your child will always be with
him. He cannot depart from that teaching no matter how old he gets.
i. But then there is a reward for eternity. Col 3:23 And whatsoever ye do,
do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 24 Knowing that of the
Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord
Christ.
j. Oh! when a mother meets on high,
The child she lost in infancy;
Hath she not then for pains and fears,
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The day of woe, the watchful night,
For all her sorrows, all her tears,
An over-payment of delight?
B. Promises From The Home To God
1. But these promises are conditional. We must be faithful to execute our duty
in order to receive these promises. Deut. 23:21 When thou shalt vow a vow
unto the LORD thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay it: for the LORD thy God
will surely require it of thee; and it would be sin in thee.
2. These same promises were given to Abraham and David of old. They enjoyed
the reward of these promises.
3. Our promise is that we will execute God’s will in raising our children.
a. In order to do this, we need to stay faithful to Bible reading.
b. We should spend much time in prayer regarding our children and our
family.
c. We should depend upon God to reward us as he says he will.
d. We cannot make light of the promises of God to us, neither can we shake
off our responsibilities regarding our vows. Isa 54:10 For the mountains
shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness shall not depart
from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the
LORD that hath mercy on thee.
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XVI. HOME, A TYPE OF HEAVEN (2/26/2006 AM)
A. TEXT: John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also
in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye
may be also.
B. Our Christian home is a type of Heaven. There we will be with our Savior,
Jesus Christ. There, we will be in perfect peace and know the experience of
living with the saints of God for eternity without any war or pain or death.
C. First, Our Home Is A Rest
1. Home is where our bed is. It is where we cease from our daily duties and
enjoy fellowship of restful company of family and the quiet solace of the end
of a day.
2. Home is where our assurance is. It is a place of confidence, a place where we
can lay down our most personal feelings and our deepest warmth of security.
3. Heb 4:9 There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.
4. On earth we live in a temporary world and a dark longing for death
eventually; thus, our home here does not meet the perfections of that new
eternal home where we will rest forever. 2 Thes. 1:7 And to you who are
troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven
with his mighty angels,
5. Re 14:13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed
[are] the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit,
that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.
6. Many people take their own earthly home for their final rest, but this is very
insufficient for the grace that God has bestowed upon us by giving us faith
in him. We will not know personally about that new home until we
experience it at the coming of the Lord.
7. 1 Cor. 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them
that love him.
8. The rest in our earthly homes is tampered sometimes and is not what we
want it to be; but when we get to heaven, that will be the place of final and
eternal rest for the body and the soul.
D. Second, Our Home Is Full of Light and Love
1. On earth we consider our home the closest thing to our hearts. It is very true
that there is “no place like home.”
2. There we have the light of our trained pathway. There we have the care of
father and mother, the teaching, the discipline, the patience, the experiences
that make memories.
3. We experience the love of parents and siblings; and though these are
imperfect here on hearth, that light and love will be perfect in heaven.
____________________________________________________________________________________
The Christian Home - By Pastor Ronnie Wolfe
Page 65

4. Rev. 21:23 And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine
in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb [is] the light thereof.
5. Jude 1:21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.
E. Thirdly, Our Home Is For Eating and Drinking
1. Remember the mother’s call to supper? Remember the bell that rang for
eating time? Remember the yell of father’s voice to come to supper? This
was a wonderful and reassuring sound to us as we anticipated eating and
drinking.
2. Whenever we ate at home, though, we went out and lost our energy and
again needed to come to eat again and again.
3. John 6:53 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except
ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.
4. At salvation we at the flesh of Jesus Christ and drank the blood of Jesus
Christ. This is not the actual and physical eating and drinking of his flesh
and blood but a spiritual eating and drinking.
5. One day we will drink of the fruit of the vine with Jesus literally in Heaven.
Matt. 26:29 But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the
vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.
F. Our Homes Are Surrounded By Many Things
1. Hospitals, nursing homes, funeral homes, cemeteries, orphanages, mental
health clinics, jails, police stations, wickedness on the streets, murder, illegal
drugs, stealing, sexual crimes, children crying, wives hurting, husbands
lonely and in despair, and in our own realm, Christian people hurting,
pastors falling, churches without pastors, missionaries without sufficient
support, churches closing, church members quitting, and the truth fallen in
the streets.
2. Rev. 7:15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and
night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among
them. 16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall
the sun light on them, nor any heat. 17 For the Lamb which is in the midst
of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of
waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.
3. Rev. 21:4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are passed away.
G. Our Home Is A Place of Spiritual Service
1. Just as Job prayed for his children and David sorrowed for his son, so are the
Christian home a bastian of spiritual support and strength.
2. But when we get to Heaven, we will realize the benefit of the home, the very
reason for this wonderful institution on earth, the reason for discipline, for
love, for companionship, for structure.
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3. In heaven we will understand it better by and by. Here we are lights in the
world, but Matt. 13:43 tells us: Then shall the righteous shine forth as the
sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.
H. Christ Is The Center Of Our Home
1. In the Christian home, Jesus Christ is the center, the Great General, the
strength and the glue of our togetherness, and love of our lives.
2. In heaven he will be the same except on a very much larger scale.
3. Psalm 73:25 Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth
that I desire beside thee.
4. How wonderful it will be to get to heaven to see our loved ones and our
friends.
5. I will see my wife, my mother, my father, my aunts and uncles, preacher and
missionaries: Charlie Ashcraft, Clarence Walker, Bro. Abraham Varughese,
who died in India of a terrible disease, Bro. & Sister Harold Bratcher’s little
boy who drowned in the Amazon River, people who have died right here from
First Baptist Church, friends of mine who have died in accidents, and you,
if you are saved by God’s grace.
6. But most of all, I will see Jesus. He is the King of Saints, the Sovereign, the
Savior, the Lord of lords, my friend, my brother.
7. His beauty will make all other enjoyments pale in significance to the Lord’s
glory in heaven. Take him away, and you take away the glory of heaven.
All of the other enjoyments and pleasures of heaven are not worth anything
without Jesus Christ.
8. Once he laid down all the glories of heaven to come to the earth and be made
like unto sinful flesh that he might be made of no reputation, to go to a cruel
cross and suffer, bleed and die for me, a hopeless, lost sinner.
9. Then he brought the Gospel by my way, and he made it effectual in my heart
by the Holy Spirit. He regenerated me and gave me new life through faith
in Jesus Christ. He prepared me for heaven, and I am just as sure to be
there as I can be sure about anything.
I. Home’s Echo In Heaven
1. Every time a father or mother kneels alone or with other members of the
family in prayer to God in Jesus’ name, it echos in heaven. The redeemed
rejoice and the angels question one more aspect of the Christian life.
2. When someone in the home trusts Jesus Christ, the angels of heaven rejoice,
and the sounds of a new soul being saved rings out through heaven like new
harps playing new songs. Lu 15:7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be
in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just
persons, which need no repentance.
J. Heaven’s Echo On Earth
1. To our homes the sound of heaven’s message comes to earth every time
someone reads the Bible, every time someone teaches the Sunday School
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class, every time a preacher preaches a message of the Gospel of grace, and
every time you tell someone about Jesus.
2. Heb 11:4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of
his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh. His testimony speaks to us
from heaven.
3. That great cloud of witnesses in heaven who have gone on before us cry out
to us in Heb. 12:1 . .. let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
K. Will I Meet You There?
1. And when we all are taken from the earth and are in our final abode, will I
meet you there? No one will be absent who is equipped to be there.
Everyone whom the Lord has saved by his grace will stand on that beautiful
shore.
2. But will you be there?
3. In our homes, we should cultivate sincere longings for heaven so that, when
we are ready to leave this earth, we will be anxiously satisfied with what
God has in store for us.
4. If you are not born again by God’s grace, then you are not ready for heaven.
You must repent of your sins and turn to Jesus Christ, his death, burial and
resurrection, and believe he died to pay for your sins. Through faith you will
be made new and become a child of God through the miracle of grace.
5. Will I meet you in heaven?
6. May our homes be a witness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ for salvation, and
may we live sanctified lives that others may see our good works and glorify
our Father which is in heaven.
7. Come and go with us with your faith in Jesus Christ. There is no place like
home, especially this heavenly home. May God’s grace touch your heart
today and bring you to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ that we all may
go together and enjoy the wonders and beauty of our eternal home. There’s
no place like home.
Let me go! my feet are weary,
In the desert where I roam.
Let me go! the way is dreary——
Let the wanderer go home!
I am weary of the darkness
Of these lonely, failing streams——
Let me go where founts are flashing
In the light of heaven’s beams!
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Let me go! my soul is thirsting
For those waters, bright, and clear,
From the fount of glory bursting——
Ah! why keep the pilgrim here?
Let me go! O, who would linger,
Fainting, fearing, and athirst,
When before us lies a region
Where undying pleasures burst?
(Copied)
THE END
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